
 

City Manager’s Update

 
 

• Each July since 1985, America has celebrated Parks & Recreation 

Month, a program of the National Recreation and Park Association, to raise awareness of the 

vital impact that parks, recreation and conservation has on communities across the U.S.  

• Residents are invited to celebrate this month with free Family Fun Events. 

Each recreation center and the Princess Anne Athletic Complex (PAAC) will host different 

activities such as games, fitness classes, arts and crafts, rock climbing and more. Family Fun 

Events will run from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the recreation centers except Princess Anne, which 

will be held from 1 to 3 p.m., and 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. at the PAAC on the following dates: 

▪ Friday, July 5 | Kempsville ▪ Friday, July 19 | Seatack 

▪ Wednesday, July 10 | Williams Farm ▪ Saturday, July 20 | Princess Anne 

▪ Friday, July 12 | Bow Creek ▪ Tuesday, July 23 | PAAC 

▪ Monday, July 15 | Bayside ▪ Friday, July 26 | Great Neck 

The events are free and open to the public, but registration is required online or at a rec 

center. The first 100 people who register will receive a swag bag full of VBPR goodies. 

Those who attend four of the Family Fun Events will be automatically entered to win either a 

free annual membership or two free personal training sessions. 

 

• Select free drop-in group fitness classes as well as the launch of new 

choreography for many of the hugely popular Les Mills classes will occur in the month of 

July. Membership is not required for these free classes. View the schedule online.  

• Enter a photo contest for a chance to 

win prizes by snapping a pic of Barks & Rex at one of 

Virginia Beach’s outdoor spaces! Upload your photo 

before July 31. Tell your friends and family to vote for 

your photo between Aug. 1-15.  

 

•  Virginia Beach Parks & Recreation manages 293 city park sites, more than 

7,000 acres of parks and natural areas, seven community recreation centers, a municipal 

marina and an athletic complex offering year-round recreational opportunities, not just in 

July. For more info on Parks & Rec Month and Family Fun Events, visit VBgov.com/July. 

 

 

https://apm.activecommunities.com/vbparksrec/Activity_Search?detailskeyword=family+fun&IsAdvanced=True&ddlSortBy=Activity+name&DaysOfWeek=0000000&SearchFor=2&SearchLevelID=2&maxAge=100&NumberOfItemsPerPage=20&IsSearch=true
https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/parks-recreation/special-events/Documents/LM_Launch_July2019_schedule.pdf?utm_source=Website&utm_medium=Link&utm_term=LM&utm_content=P%26R%20Month
https://www.vbgov.com/July


   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beginning Monday, July 8, professionals with the Virginia Beach History Museums trained in 

the care and preservation of museum objects will collect items on a regular basis from the 

temporary memorial to ensure the long-term preservation of the contents. Staff will collect both 

general memorial items and those associated with each victim. Memorial items will be carefully 

documented and made available to the victims’ families or stored for potential future uses. At 

this time, we are concentrating on healing and collecting from the memorial. The City will begin 

to explore options for a permanent monument or memorial 

in the coming weeks. 

 

VBHM staff will not collect: 

• Flowers, real or artificial (except customized) 

• Vases, baskets, etc. 

• Food 

• Lawn ornaments – pinwheels etc. 

• Balloons 

• Wet or moldy items (unless customized/exceptional) 

 

 

 

• Council Member Michael Berlucchi will host a listening session for 

residents in the Rose Hall district to discuss issues and opportunities. He will focus 

specifically on issues of public safety, jobs/economy and Stormwater/Recurrent Flooding/Sea 

Level Rise. The meeting will start at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, July 11, at Green Run High 

School (1700 Dahlia Drive).  

• Council Member Barbara Henley will host her monthly Princess Anne 

district town meeting to update citizens on current City projects and issues. It is held every 

fourth Thursday of the month beginning at 5:15 p.m. in Building 19 at the Municipal Center. 

 

 

WalletHub recently ranked Virginia Beach as the eighth best-run city 

among 150 of the largest U.S. cities based on their operating efficiency. 

For each city, WalletHub constructed a “Quality of City Services” score — 

comprising 37 key performance indicators grouped into six service 

categories — that was then measured against the city’s total per-capita 

budget. Of the 37 metrics, Virginia Beach was listed at No. 2 for highest 

median annual household income, and No. 3 for lowest violent-crime rate 

and lowest percent of population in poverty for an overall Quality of City 

Services rank of No. 3. Measuring that against our Total Budget per Capita 

rank lists us at No. 8 overall. To read the article and see the complete list, 

visit www.wallethub.com.  

https://wallethub.com/edu/best-run-cities/22869/


   

 

 

 

 

The Communications Office received two 2019 Blue Pencil & 

Gold Screen Awards from the National Association of 

Government Communicators. The “VBPD Class Six-Two: The 

Academy” docuseries won an Award of Excellence in the 

Documentary category and the Housing Resource Center (HRC) 

Dedication Ceremony booklet received the First Place Award for 

Booklet or Brochure. 

 

Filmed and produced by the Multimedia Services Team, the 10-

episode docuseries, “VBPD Class Six-Two: The Academy,” takes 

viewers inside the VBPD training academy as it follows Class 62 

from orientation to graduation. Since its debut in May 2018, 

combined views of the episodes have reached more than 38,000.  

 

The HRC dedication ceremony booklet was produced in-house and commemorates the more than 

30-year history of the City’s work with faith and nonprofit organizations to eradicate 

homelessness in Virginia Beach. The 16-page keepsake booklet 

features an overview of the 62,000-square-foot, first-of-its-kind 

facility in the region, and the inspiring story of providing help 

to the homeless. The cover includes a piece of detachable 

biodegradable seed paper that can be planted to grow 

wildflowers. This unique design element provides a lasting 

memento of the occasion and is in keeping with the HRC’s 

theme of “planting roots” in the community.   

 

The City’s popular web-based information program, VB411, is another award-winner produced 

by the Communications Office. VB411 earned an Award of Merit in the Online Videos 

category at the 2019 Virginia Public Relations Awards.   

 

Debuting in March 2018, VB411 is a bi-weekly series that aims to correct the record, address 

misinformation and rumors, and combat “fake news.” It airs on the City’s Facebook page and 

YouTube channel, and is cablecast on the City’s station, VBTV. To date, the show has covered 

more than 30 topics, with some episodes reaching as 

many as 7,000 views. VB411’s companion website, 

Fact or Fiction (VBgov.com/VB411), provides a 

deeper dive into the show’s topics.  

 

You can watch all the VB411 episodes and “VBPD 

Class Six-Two: The Academy” docuseries online at 

youtube.com/VirginiaBeachTV.  

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLnHgAf8Pr_Lp8Wz-ydi-hJoJb5DY6y7EL
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLnHgAf8Pr_Lp8Wz-ydi-hJoJb5DY6y7EL
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLnHgAf8Pr_LooXG3TwXik55LewgkC5DyS
http://www.vbgov.com/vb411
https://www.youtube.com/virginiabeachtv


   

 

 

 

The Hampton Roads Chamber hosted its annual Valor Awards on June 26 and this year, 

seven Virginia Beach Police Department officers were recognized for their heroic actions. 

These officers represent the virtues of policing and are a stellar example of the character and 

professionalism of the men and women of our organization.   

 

Master Police Officer Sean Garvin, Officers Evan Mabry and Mitchell Mengel received the 

Lifesaving Award for their efforts related to the treatment of a female victim who was stabbed 

multiple times during an incident that occurred in April 2018. The officers applied tourniquets to 

her wounds while placing themselves in harm’s way as the suspect, who had set fire to an 

apartment directly above their location, attempted to throw furniture at them from an overhead 

balcony. The suspect ultimately jumped from the apartment and the officers immediately 

rendered medical treatment for his significant injuries. The victim and suspect are alive today 

due to the quick and selfless actions of these officers.   

 

 

 

Master Police Officers Daniel Herring and Wayne Lincoln and Officers Jacob Bott and 

Edward Ryan were presented with the Valor Award for their decisive actions in response to a 

robbery of a convenience store in October 2018. Officers Bott and Ryan encountered armed 

suspects who had just committed a robbery of a business and the two were immediately met with 

gunfire. The officers gave chase while MPOs Herring and Lincoln arrived with their police K9s. 

Within 18 minutes of the robbery, the suspects were located and taken into custody.    

 

 

 

MPO Garvin, Officers Mengel and Mabry, along with Council Members Aaron Rouse and Michael Berlucchi, Police Chief Jim 
Cervera and members of the Hampton Roads Chamber. 

MPO Herring, Officer Ryan, MPO Lincoln and Officer Bott, along with Council Members Rouse and Berlucchi, Police Chief 
Cervera and members of the Hampton Roads Chamber. 



   

 

 

 

 

Governor Ralph Northam participated in a 

ceremonial bill signing last Tuesday, June 25, 

relating to oyster ground leasing. The signing 

was to commemorate bills introduced and 

passed by Senator Monty Mason of the 

Peninsula and Delegate Chris Stolle. The 

Stolle legislation is especially helpful in that it 

allows a work-around for neighborhood 

dredging projects so they can be built across non-productive oyster grounds. In the past, the lack 

of such legislation prevented several of the neighborhood dredging projects from moving 

forward. This bill will prove helpful for oyster efforts throughout the Commonwealth.  

 

Assistant City Manager Bob Matthias, representatives from the Virginia Institute of Marine 

Science, Lynnhaven River Now’s Karen Forget, and Becky Kubin from the City Attorney’s 

Office, who has been closely involved with this issue for the past five years, also attended.  

 

 

 

 

• Celebrate the Fourth of July weekend at the Francis Land House 

learning about symbols that represent America. Find symbols hidden inside the house with 

free tours all day on Saturday, July 6, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more information, visit 

www.museumsvb.org.  

 

• The Chalk the Walk 

ARTsplosion takes over the Virginia Beach Boardwalk 

from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, July 6, as artists gather 

to turn the boardwalk into an impromptu canvas of color. 

Artist registration will be on the boardwalk at 17th Street, 

and art will be on display between 15th and 17th Streets. All 

participants must register by 12:30 p.m. to qualify for the 

competition. All drawings must be completed by 3:30 p.m. 

to be eligible for prizes. Advance registration for Chalk the Walk is not required. There is no 

fee to participate, but it is recommended that artists bring their own chalk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.museumsvb.org/


   

 

 

 

The Virginia Beach Convention Center will host several events in 

July including dance and performing arts competitions and a gem and 

jewelry show. This month’s events include:  

 

• | July 8 – 13  

•  | July 10 – 11  

• | July 15 – 20  

•  | July 17 

• | July 19 – 21  

• | July 23  

 

For more information on how you can book your organization’s event and for a complete list of 

all upcoming events, visit www.visitvirginiabeach.com/conventioncenter. 

 

 

 

 

Help “clean the creek” or take a Virginia Aquarium Sea Adventure with the Virginia Aquarium 

& Marine Science Center. Visit www.virginiaaquarium.com for tickets.   

 

•  Thursday, July 11, 6:30 to 9 p.m. Tickets: free for members; $24.95 for 

non-member adults; $19.95 for non-member children; $22.95 for non-member seniors. 

•  Saturday, July 13, 9 to 11 a.m. Volunteers are still wanted for this event. 

To participate, register via email to aquavols@virginiaaquarium.com or call (757) 385-0274 

by noon on July 9. 

•  Sunday, July 14, 7:30 to 9 a.m. For families with children or 

adults with special needs, visit the Aquarium before opening to the general public. See the 

animals and exhibits in a calm, comfortable environment. 

Tickets: free for members; $24.95 for non-member adults; 

$19.95 for non-member children. 

•  Wednesday, July 17, 9 to 10 a.m. A Virginia 

Aquarium Sea Adventure. Registration required. Tickets: $24.  

•  Friday, July 19, 6 to 8 p.m. Free for 

Virginia Aquarium members. Leisurely enjoy the exhibits after 

the daytime crowds have left! 

•  Friday, July 19, 7 to 9 p.m. A Virginia 

Aquarium Sea Adventure. Tickets: $33 for members; $35 for non-members. 

•  Saturday, July 20, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Included with admission.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.visitvirginiabeach.com/conventioncenter
https://tickets.virginiaaquarium.com/categories/sea%20adventures%20boat%20trips
mailto:aquavols@virginiaaquarium.com


   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

♦ July 1, 2019 – Copy of an article from the University of Virginia’s Stat Ch@t titled, 

“Population Projections show that Virginia is aging and growing more slowly.” 

  

♦ Flyer for Beachy Clean Litter Cleanup. 

 

 

http://statchatva.org/2019/07/01/population-projections-show-that-virginia-is-aging-and-growing-more-slowly/


Population Projections show that
Virginia is aging and growing more
slowly
By Shonel Sen On July 1, 2019 ·

Having a crystal ball that could foresee the future would be ideal, but in reality we
can only rely on our ability to project Virginia’s population based on past trends.
Population projections provide a lens to look into the future to anticipate what the
decades ahead may hold. While projections are inherently uncertain, as the future is
largely unknown, accuracy at larger geographic levels—and for the near future—
can be highly valuable and useful. They provide us with a baseline for planning, and
guide the needs and priorities for decision-making across the Commonwealth.

The Weldon Cooper Center at the University of Virginia recently released the
updated 2019 population projections for all counties, cities, and large towns across
Virginia. These updated projections show that while Virginia continues to grow in
population size, the pace of growth may be a little slower than what was earlier
projected, with a 2020 population of 8.65 million.  The 13% statewide growth rate of
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the last decade (2000-2010) has decelerated to 8% for the current decade and is
anticipated to hold steady through 2020-2030 assuming that current trends will
continue, specifically lower births, higher deaths (result of aging), and fewer people
moving into the state.

This growth, however, is not uniform across the entire Commonwealth, with a
significant rural-urban divide becoming more evident as time progresses. Northern
Virginia continues to dominate, with over 3 million people in 2020, while Richmond
and Hampton Roads each is expected to have over 1.5 million residents. In
contrast, rural communities are witnessing a population decline, both in the present
as well as projected over the future decades up to 2040. This pattern is reflected in
the regional population shares across Virginia (treemap below), with 70% of the
state’s population residing in the three largest metropolitan areas and only 12% of
Virginians living in non-metro areas.

 
The projections for the 133 cities and counties demonstrates the evolution of
Virginia’s demographic landscape. The rapid population growth of the earlier
decades has slowed down considerably; more than 60 cities and counties are
projected to see a decline in this decade (2010-2020), with Buchanan and
Dickenson expecting their population to fall by more than 10%. On the flipside, only
26 localities are projected to grow by more than 10% in the 2010-2020 decade. The
maps below show the top 20 localities with the highest population size in 2020
(yellow) and the top 20 localities with the highest percentage of population growth
over 2010-2020 (green), further highlighting the geographic concentration in urban
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areas. Eight cities and counties appear on both lists, which means they have large
population sizes and are also the fastest growing counties across Virginia (namely,
Albemarle, Alexandria, Arlington, Chesapeake, Loudoun, Prince William, Richmond
city, and Stafford).

In addition to geographic variation in population change, the shift in age composition
of the Commonwealth is also notable. Virginia’s age distribution (as seen in figure
below) demonstrates the shrinking share of the under-19-year-olds and the cohorts
aged 20-64 over the successive decades. But the share of older Virginians—ages
65 and over—is expected to increase from 12% in 2010 to 18% in 2030, fueled by
an aging baby-boomer generation and declining birth rates. The economic impact of
these demographic trends is partially reflected in the dependency ratio (ratio of
elderly to working age population) which is expected to rise from 20% in 2010 to
26% in 2020 and 32% in 2030.



By 2020, more than 15% of Virginians are expected to be over the age of 65, with a
greater number of 65+ residents living in rural areas. For example, in Lancaster,
Northumberland, Middlesex, Highland, and James City it is projected that more than
30% of their residents will be 65 years or older by the end of this decade – which is
twice the state average.

The Cooper Center projections for Virginia are the result of rigorous research and
development, which includes exploring different methodologies and testing multiple
models. Our current approach uses a combination of exponential and linear
extrapolation, in conjunction with the Hamilton-Perry method, to derive projections
for the total population as well as by age and gender. These projections provide a
probable future for the Commonwealth’s population, given past observations and
current trends. With the 2020 Census fast approaching next year, we as
researchers and data enthusiasts are looking forward to the once-in-a-decade
opportunity to evaluate the accuracy of the 2020 projections, using the 2020
Census counts which will be released in 2021.
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