City Manager’s Update

Waiblingen, Germany became Virginia Beach's fifth Sister City
last week when Vice Mayor Jim Wood and Mayor Andreas
Heskey of Waiblingen signed our Sister City partnership.
The Sister Cities Association of Virginia Beach fosters
international understanding, friendship and cooperation through people-to-people exchanges.
Virginia Beach currently has five sister cities: Moss, Norway; Miyazaki, Japan; Bangor, North
Down, Northern Ireland; Olongapo, Philippines; and Waiblingen, Germany.
Waiblingen began as a Friendship City in 2016,
although school exchanges go back to 2012.
There is an exchange program between
Tallwood High School and the Staufer
Gymnasium, as well as exchanges between the
fire departments and art groups. Cox High
School operates an exchange program with the
Salier Gymnasium separate from the Sister
Cities Program.
The signing ceremony in Germany was attended
by representatives from both sister cities and STIHL,
cementing the relationship between Virginia Beach
and Waiblingen.
STIHL is a major economic connection for the two
cities. Waiblingen is the home to the company’s
headquarters. Since 1974, Virginia Beach has been the
U.S. headquarters. Last year, STIHL announced a $25
million expansion of its facility that should be
completed next year.

Members of the community, visitors who stumbled across our
filming on the boardwalk and City staff all contributed to making
the Lip Sync Challenge a success. Check it out on VBPD’s
Facebook, Twitter and YouTube pages.

Mark Johnson can remove “interim” from his title, as he is now director
of Public Works after serving as interim director since January following
the retirement of Public Works Director Phil Davenport. Mark is a 33-year
veteran of the City who started his career as a project manager in Public
Utilities. Four years later, he moved to Public Works and was then
promoted through the ranks. He has been the go-to engineer manager for
both engineering and operations and has become the subject matter expert
in numerous critical areas like stormwater management, road construction
and maintenance, coastal protection and facility design and contracting
Prior to being named interim director, Mark was operations engineer, responsible for the
department’s major operating areas, including stormwater, street maintenance, traffic
management, beach operations and engineering/technical support. He is a licensed professional
engineer with a Bachelor of Science in Engineering Technology from Old Dominion University
and a Master’s certificate in project management from George Washington University.

Governor Ralph Northam announced additional appointments to his
Administration last week, including one of our own. Andy Friedman,
director of the Department of Housing and Neighborhood Preservation,
was appointed to the state Board of Housing and Community
Development for a four-year term.
The board develops and adopts regulations that govern construction and development in the
commonwealth, including the Uniform Statewide Building Code, the Statewide Fire Prevention
Code, and other related standards. It also advises the Department of Housing and Community
Development on state housing policy, including the state’s Consolidated Plan, which assists to
guide and coordinate housing and community development programs in the commonwealth.

Construction of a sanitary sewer vacuum main will begin on Monday, July
23. The work will result in the temporary closure of Princess Anne Road from Fenwick Way to
Seaboard Road. A detour will be in effect, from Holland Road to Nimmo Parkway to Seaboard
Road, until Sept. 23. Additionally, the Dozier’s Bridge Canoe and Kayak Launch will be
inaccessible for the duration of the road closure. Contact: Don Piron, (757) 385-8478.

Virginia Beach Emergency Medical Services and
Sentara are partnering to conduct free “Stop the
Bleed” training classes to teach people how to stop
uncontrolled bleeding in emergency situations until first responders arrive. Classes are
approximately an hour and half long. If you are interested in scheduling a training for your
organization or business, send an email to vbems.stopthebleed@gmail.com. Contact: Jennifer
Babiak, (757) 385-5008, jbabiak@vbgov.com.

A free class on youth mental health training is designed to help adolescents and their families
learn about unique risk factors and warning signs of mental health problems and understand the
importance of early intervention. It also teaches individuals how to help an adolescent in crisis or
experiencing a mental health challenge. The course, offered by the Virginia Beach Department
of Human Services, uses role-playing and simulations to demonstrate how to assess a mental
health crisis; select interventions and provide initial help; and connect young people to
professional, peer, social and self-help care. The 8-hour training will take place on Monday, July
23, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Virginia Beach Convention Center, Suite 4A. Seating is limited;
registration required. To register to attend, contact Vanessa Harvey, (757) 385-0803,
vharvey@vbgov.com.

Join us at the first in a new series of symposiums focused on educating residents about sea
level rise and flooding. The event will feature speakers Kurt McCoy, who will discuss data
gather techniques related to tides, precipitation, groundwater and stormwater, and William
Sammler, who will talk about weather patterns and the impacts of hurricanes and flooding in
the Southern Rivers Watershed.
The event is free and open to the public. It will be held at the theater on the second floor of
the Advanced Technology Center on the TCC Campus (1800 College Crescent).

Nearly 260 teens from all over Virginia Beach attended the Teen Lock-In at Central Library on
Friday, July 13. The teens bounced the night away in a full sized bounce house inside the library,
enjoyed live music performed by a teen band, tried their luck at escape-the-room challenges,
made art with Virginia MOCA, had their hair styled by Rudy & Kelly Academy, played video
games and non-video classics like Chess and Uno – and they ate 40 pizzas. Of the teens who
participated in an exit survey, 68% said they made a new friend during the event. The Teen
Lock-In is funded annually by the Friends of the Virginia Beach Public Library.

Rising students in the first through third grades recently had the opportunity to participate in this
summer’s “Fire & Life Safety Camp,” a weeklong program hosted by the Life Safety Office of
the Virginia Beach Fire Department’s Fire Prevention Bureau. The camp is designed to be
fun, challenging, entertaining and educational – all at the same time. The 23 students who
attended the camp were able to experience what it is like to be a
Virginia Beach firefighter and learn valuable lessons about fire
prevention, preparing for a hurricane, bicycle safety and other
safety issues.
A number of City staff delivered these lessons including
members of the Virginia Beach Police Department’s Mounted
Patrol, Motor Unit and Bomb Squad. The Virginia Beach
Sheriff’s Office provided child I.D. cards to all the campers and
a Parks and Recreation lifeguard taught the kids about water
safety. VBFD’s accelerant sniffing canine, “Sadie,” and her
handler, Investigator Alana Cooper, also took time to visit with
the kids.
Another Fire & Life Safety Camp will be offered to children
next month. For more information, contact (757) 385-4228.

Two LENA Start classes graduated in Virginia Beach last
month. The spring classes had an 89% graduation rate and
saw significant gains in adult words, conversational turns
and developmental growth.
LENA Start works with parents and caregivers of children
aged zero to three years to close the talk gap by providing
feedback reports on adult word count, conversational turns
and self-reported reading time. Research shows that talking
more with babies is one of the most critical elements in their
early brain development.
In the first year of the program, 46
families have participated so far. The first
class graduated in February. A summer
LENA Start class is currently in progress
at the Infant Toddler Connection and
Early Intervention office with Virginia
Beach Human Services. Virginia Beach
will reach 100 families in the second year
of LENA Start with classes beginning in
September.
The LENA Research Foundation selected
the City of Virginia Beach and Virginia
Beach GrowSmart in October 2017 as one of 11 new communities to join LENA Start, an
innovative program that uses LENA™ “talk pedometer” technology.



Nationally renowned artist
Donald Lipski and his team will arrive in Virginia Beach on
Monday, July 23, and begin installation of his large-scale
sculpture, The Canoes, on the new Lesner Bridge. A public
dedication ceremony will take place on Saturday, July 28, at 11
a.m. on the pedestrian overlook of the Lesner Bridge. The event is
free and open to the public. There will be designated parking at
the Lynnhaven Boat Ramp and Beach Facility (3576 Piedmont
Circle). Contact: Kami Hines, kahines@vbgov.com.

♦ July 13, 2018 – Copy of a letter from Kristina D. Chastain, chair of the Resort Advisory
Commission, to Mayor Louis Jones and City Council regarding Laskin Road Corridor
Project Funding.
♦ July 13, 2018 – Copy of a letter from Kristina D. Chastain, chair of the Resort Advisory
Commission, to Mayor Louis Jones and City Council regarding support for wind energy
off the Virginia Coast.
♦ July 9, 2018 – Copy of a letter from Sylvia Nery-Strickland, vice chair of the Human
Rights Commission, and Elizabeth Baumann, vice chair of the Resort Advisory
Commission, to Mayor Louis Jones and City Council regarding recommendations from
the Joint Oceanfront Committee.

