
 

 

City Manager’s Update

 

 

 

More than 2,500 individuals participated in our online survey 

about the Dome Site development that included over 1,400 

written comments and nearly 60,000 votes. The survey used 35 

multiple choice and five open-ended questions to solicit public 

input on key elements of this mixed-use, multi-venue 

entertainment development project. The questions focused on four major categories of the 

project: Site Layout and Connections, Parking Facilities, Land Use and Retail Mix, and Public 

Amenities and Programming (recreation, function, activities). 

 

The survey was available online at publicinput.com/DomeSiteProject from Jan. 13 to Feb. 14. It 

was the pilot test for our new engagement platform; it is mobile friendly and accepts input from 

mobile phones, tablets and desktop computers. It was also available in paper form at the Jan. 31 

public workshop. 

 

The chart below shows the 15 highest rated items including a want for music festivals/events, 

public parking within one block, a surf park and water bottle refill stations. More results are 

included in the packet. 

 

 

https://www.publicinput.com/domesiteproject


   

 

 

Michael Kirschman has been selected as director of Parks and 

Recreation. Michael’s career spans nearly 25 years. He has substantial 

expertise in master plan development, educational programming and 

implementing initiatives that drive increased visitation for parks and 

recreation facilities. He currently serves as deputy director of Parks and 

Recreation for Mecklenburg County, NC. Before that, he was division director of Nature 

Preserves & Natural Resources.  

 

Prior to his positions in Mecklenburg County, Kirschman worked as the superintendent of 

Natural Areas and Interpretation for Geneva Park District in Geneva, IL, as a program manager 

for the Centerville-Washington Park District in Centerville, Ohio, and as an environmental 

scientist and consultant for the American Samoa Environmental Protection Agency in Pago 

Pago, the capital of American Samoa. He will begin work March 29. 

 

 

 

 

 

  Youth interested in the Summer Youth 

Employment Program (SYEP) can attend one of two remaining open houses: Tuesday, Feb. 

27, at Williams Farm Recreation Center or Friday, March 2, at Kempsville Recreation 

Center, both from 4 to 7 p.m. SYEP staff will also be available to assist with applications. 

 

The SYEP provides jobs and workplace readiness skills to young people, age 16-21, placing 

them in a position to succeed in the workplace. Following the program, participants can 

include solid work experience and abilities on their resumes. For more information, visit 

VBgov.com/SYEP.  

 

  The Department of Parks and Recreation is hiring for spring and summer 

part-time positions. Attend a special job fair event on Wednesday, March 7, from 4:30 to 8 

p.m. at Bow Creek Recreation Center to learn more about the available positions and get 

your questions answered by hiring managers and team members. Dress to impress and bring 

your resume as there will be some opportunities for on-the-spot interviews. Apply online 

at VBgovCareers.com. Contact: Dena Kimball, (757) 385-1117, dkimball@vbgov.com.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.vbgov.com/government/offices/yoo/Pages/summer-youth-employment-program.aspx
https://chp.tbe.taleo.net/chp02/ats/careers/v2/jobSearch?org=VBGOV&cws=37
mailto:dkimball@vbgov.com


   

 

 

Housing and Neighborhood Preservation is 

hosting the first in a series of community 

engagement meetings for the Housing Resource 

Center on Wednesday, Feb. 28, from 6:30 to 8 

p.m. at the Renaissance Academy. The purpose 

of the meetings is to create a forum for residents, 

businesses and organizations surrounding the Housing Resource Center to stay informed about 

the project, provide ongoing feedback and get involved at the center and in the community effort 

to address homelessness. To learn more about the event or to register to attend, visit 

https://vbengage.eventbrite.com, or contact Diane Hotaling at (757) 385-1278 or 

dhotalin@vbgov.com.   

 

 

 

 

The Virginia Beach Department of Human Services will hold a free class on children’s mental 

health training geared to help children, adolescents and their families achieve the highest 

possible level of self-sufficiency, safety and quality of life possible. Topics of discussion include 

behavioral health emergency services, child and youth services and more. The training will take 

place on Friday, March 2, from 8:30 a.m. to noon at the Advanced Technology Center 

Auditorium. To register to attend, contact Elaine Winn, (757) 385-0505, eywinn@vbgov.com.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Department of Economic Development hosted a small business exporting workshop on 

Thursday, Feb. 15 at the Central Library for more than 40 registered participants. William Houck 

of Small Business Administration and Chris Gullickson of the Virginia Port Authority were the 

guest facilitators. They shared with the participants how small businesses can improve their 

export capabilities, to include market identification, current regulations and various state and 

federal resources.    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://vbengage.eventbrite.com/
mailto:dhotalin@vbgov.com
mailto:eywinn@vbgov.com


   

 

 

With a viewer base of 6.4 million, it’s no wonder that traffic to the city’s tourism website 

experienced a huge surge following Monday night’s showing of “The Bachelor” featuring a 

contestant from our coastal city. The show’s crew was in town last fall to film bachelorette 

Lauren Burnham of Virginia Beach and this season’s bachelor, auto racer Arie Luyendyk, Jr. for 

a “hometown date” so Luyendyk could meet Burnham’s family. They were filmed enjoying 

horseback riding on the beach, climbing the lighthouse and having dinner. 

 

Google Trends enables us to measure interest in a particular topic across Google search in real 

time. The graphs below represent search interest relative to the highest point on the chart 

worldwide for the chosen timeframe. A value of 100 is the peak popularity for the search term 

during the chosen timeframe, while a value of 50 means the term is half as popular as the peak.  

 

So how did people react to seeing Virginia Beach on “The Bachelor?” The following graphs 

from Feb. 15-20 show interest in the search term “Virginia Beach” peaked on Feb. 19 during the 

airing of the show. Likewise, data from the day of airing shows interest in the search term 

“Virginia Beach” peaking around 9:16 p.m. and then spiking slightly again three hours later 

when the show aired on the West Coast. Not only did the destination see an increase in search 

interest, but just looking at “Virginia Beach horseback riding” as a search term, we can clearly 

see the positive effects of being featured on a show with viewership like that of “The Bachelor.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Results for search term “Virginia 
Beach” before the show aired. 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Results for search term “Virginia 
Beach” after the show aired. 

Results for search term “Virginia Beach 
Horseback Riding” before the show 
aired. 

Results for search term “Virginia Beach 
Horseback Riding” after the show 
aired. 
 



   

 

 

 

A Virginia Beach resident called the City Manager’s Office this week to give kudos to Waste 

Management personnel who work his neighborhood. He was most impressed at how the waste 

collection driver who picked up his trash last week was such a professional. When some trash 

had spilled out of the can and began to blow around, he got out of the truck and picked it up. 

Apparently, it was a very windy day last week and the driver had to do this at least a few times 

down the street and he did so without fail for each incident. 

 

That employee, Rawle Fraser who has been with the city for 12 years, was recognized with a 

“Class Act Award” on Thursday, Feb. 22. Deputy City Manager Tom Leahy, Public Works 

Director Mark Johnson, Waste Management Administrator John Barnes and I presented the 

award to him and 44 other Waste Management Operators who were recognized for sustained 

periods of excellent driving while operating and maneuvering large commercial vehicles 

throughout our neighborhoods on a daily basis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  View entries for the second annual Women’s History 

Student Art Contest at the Francis Land House. Vote for your favorite to be “Best in Show” 

through Friday, March 30. Contest winners will be announced Saturday, March 31. 

Admission to the Francis Land House and the exhibit is free for student artists and their 

families during the month of March.  

 

  Saturday, March 3, 12:30 to 4 p.m., Francis Land House. Free admission. 

  Wednesday, March 7, 10 a.m. and 1:30 

p.m., Francis Land House. Tickets: $5. 

  Saturday, March 10 and Sunday, March 11, 2 p.m. A Virginia 

Aquarium boat trip. Tickets: $28 for adults, $24 for children ages 3-11.  

  Saturday, March 24 and 31, and Sunday, March 25, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Event included with Aquarium admission. 

* Visit www.virginiaaquarium.com for tickets 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://tickets.virginiaaquarium.com/default.asp


   

 

 

 

The Virginia Beach Convention Center will host several 

events in March, from an oyster roast and dance competition 

to a dog show and the annual Shamrock Marathon Weekend. 

This month’s events include:  

 

 | March 1 – 2  

 | March 2 – 4 

  | March 4 

 | March 9 – 11  

 | March 10 – 11 | Cheer and dance. 

 | March 16 – 18  

 | March 16 – 17  

 | March 22 

 | March 23 

 | March 24 | Event for homeowners and 

condominiums associations. 

 | March 28 – 31  

 

For more information on how you can book your organization’s event, and for a complete list of 

all upcoming events, visit www.visitvirginiabeach.com/conventioncenter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.visitvirginiabeach.com/conventioncenter


   

 

 

♦ Feb. 23, 2018 – Copy of an inter-office memorandum from Taylor Adams, purchasing 

agent, regarding the Construction Bid Summary Report for January 2018.. 

  

♦ Feb. 1, 2018 – Copy of a letter from Dr. Roger J. Goudy, president and CEO of the 

Amateur Athletic Union, to Bill Kelly, Sports Marketing sales manager for the Virginia 

Beach CVB, expressing support for the proposed Virginia Beach Sports Center. 

  

♦ Feb. 9, 2018 – Copy of a letter from Tracy Kubicz, Government Relations Sr. Specialist 

with Cox Communications, regarding video service updates. 

  

♦ Feb. 12, 2018 – Copy of a letter from Dr. Amelia Ross-Hammond, founder and 

executive director of the African American Cultural Center, Inc., to Mayor Will Sessoms 

and City Council expressing sincere appreciation for being the recipients of Council’s 

Proclamation designating the month of February as African American Heritage Month in 

Virginia Beach. 

  

♦ Feb. 13, 2018 – Copy of a letter from RADM Phillip R. Olson, Sr. USN (Ret.), Virginia 

Beach MEDAC Chair, to Mayor Will Sessoms regarding the Virginia Beach MEDAC’s 

support of City Council’s resolution opposing offshore oil and gas exploration off the 

coast of Virginia Beach. 

  

♦ Feb. 19, 2018 – Copy of a letter from Kathy Edwards, president and CEO of An 

Achievable Dream, regarding her decision to retire in June 2019. 

  

♦ Feb. 21, 2018 – Copy of a letter from superintendents of Chesapeake, Franklin, 

Hampton, Newport News, Norfolk, Poquoson, Portsmouth, Suffolk, Virginia Beach and 

Williamsburg-James City Public Schools regarding school safety with attached news 

release. 

  

♦ Feb. 21, 2018 – Copy of an article from the Augusta Free Press titled, “Virginians stand 

up to Trump administration offshore drilling plans.” 

  

♦ Feb. 20, 2018 – Copy of an article from the Inside Business titled, “Work on Hampton 

Roads highway projects reaching cruising speed.” 

  

♦ Virginia Beach Television (VBTV) Program Schedule | Feb. 25 through March 3, 2018. 

 

 

https://augustafreepress.com/virginians-sand-trump-administration-offshore-drilling-plans/
https://pilotonline.com/inside-business/news/maritime-and-transportation/article_a7cd4073-b883-54c0-9238-cb510279fc79.html








February 21, 2018 

Dear Hampton Roads Families: 

Following last week’s school shooting in Florida, we all have experienced a wide range of emotions from shock and sorrow to anger 

that something like this could happen. Schools are a place where children deserve to learn free from fear.

The responsibility of keeping our schools safe belongs to everyone. In these times of heightened awareness, schools, parents, staff 
and the community at-large must remain ever vigilant in our efforts.  

As you know, we have many security measures in place in our schools across Hampton Roads. In addition, as superintendents of the 

region, we are joining together with local police agencies to address disturbing social media posts or comments made that could be 

perceived as a threat. Any threat made against any one of our schools – even those made “as a joke” – will have serious 
repercussions, including potential criminal charges and a possible recommendation for expulsion from school.  

We are reinforcing this message with students and we need your help at home. We all have a responsibility to treat information 

regarding school safety with caution; the oversharing of misinformation in most cases will create problems, not prevent them. We 

ask that any social media or other threat be reported directly to law enforcement and school officials, rather than shared through 
social media channels. Quite simply, if you hear or see something, say something.  

We also encourage parents and caregivers to monitor students' online activity and to employ these strategies: 

 Know what websites and social media sites your child is using. Look at what they are posting and who they are following.

 Stress that making a threat is not to be taken lightly and that there are severe consequences.

 Talk with your child about recent local and national incidents. Explain that feelings such as sadness, anger, disappointment, and

fear can be normal responses to tragedies for children and adults.

 Watch for changes in behavior and seek help if your child needs assistance dealing with anxiety or feeling safe.

 Contact your child's school and law enforcement if you believe your child is capable of making a threat and following through.

 Keep an open line of communication with your children and encourage them to tell you or another trusted adult if they become

aware of a threat or rumor of violence.

Working together at school and at home, we can and will make a difference for our children and our community. You place your

trust in us each and every day. As superintendents, we have no greater responsibility than to educate our children in a safe 
environment where they can learn and grow, without carrying the weight of fear and anxiety on their shoulders.  

Thank you in advance for partnering with us in this important work and for your assistance in keeping our children and communities 
safe. 

Sincerely, 

Dr.  James Roberts, Chesapeake Public Schools Superintendent Dr. Jennifer Parish, Poquoson City Public Schools Superintendent

Ms. Tamara Sterling, Franklin City Public Schools Superintendent Dr. Elie Bracy, III, Portsmouth Public Schools Superintendent 

Dr. Jeffery Smith, Hampton City Schools Superintendent Dr. Deran Whitney, Suffolk Public Schools Superintendent      

Mr. Brian Nichols, Newport News Public Schools Dr. Aaron Spence, Virginia Beach City Public Schools Superintendent
Acting Superintendent

Dr. Olwen Herron, Williamsburg-James City County Schools 
Dr. Melinda J. Boone, Norfolk Public Schools Superintendent Superintendent



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Lauren Nolasco
Date: 02/21/18 Phone: 757.263.1234
News Release No. 038 Fax: 757.263.1010

Email: lauren.nolasco@vbschools.com

Hampton Roads superintendents speak out on
school safety

The leadership of school divisions throughout Hampton Roads are banding together
to send a simple message to students: Threats, including social media threats, are
dangerous and will not be tolerated.

Sadly, following national tragedies, such as last week's shooting at Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School, it is not uncommon for school divisions to see an
increase in threats and rumors about threats. This has been the case for many
divisions here in Hampton Roads.

"Again and again this week, we have seen examples of our students using poor
judgment online," said Dr. Aaron Spence, superintendent of Virginia Beach City
Public Schools (VBCPS). "There is no excuse for this behavior, and as a school
community, we must speak out against such insensitive and fear-inducing action.
Any threat of violence is not only not funny, it is not appropriate and not acceptable."

In a joint letter to parents from 13 of the local school divisions, area superintendents
shared that students who make threats will not only be subject to school discipline,
but also possible criminal charges. The divisions work closely with local police to
take swift and immediate action when a threat is reported.

In the letter, the superintendents also shared tips to parents and families on how
they can partner with schools to provide safe environments for students to learn and
grow. These tips include being aware of your child's social media presence as well
as stressing to children that threats are not taken lightly and bear serious
consequences.

This letter has been shared with families across Hampton Roads, including through
an Alert Now message to all VBCPS parents. It is also available on the homepage
of the school division's website, vbschools.com.

###

Department of Media and Communications, vbcpsweb@vbschools.com

Like us on Facebook || Follow us on Twitter || Follow us on Instagram
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Virginians from coastal communities on the Eastern Shore to Virginia
Beach are joining lawmakers from the Commonwealth in standing up to the
Trump Administration and its plans to open our coast to offshore drilling.

“This ill-conceived plan by the Trump Administration is irresponsible and
members from both sides of the aisle stand against it. Virginia has nothing
to gain from opening our shores to drilling and everything to lose,” said
Congressman Donald McEachin. “Offshore drilling is wrong for our
environment, for our economy and for our coastal military operations.”

As the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) holds a public
meeting in Richmond, Virginia today to hear from the public about this
dangerous plan to include Virginia among its 47 potential lease sales — the
largest number ever proposed — people from across the state are
speaking up about the risk to our environment, military operation, fishing
industry and businesses.

“The Virginia Beach City Council has been very clear with our objection
to offshore drilling and seismic testing.  Our economy, environment, and way of life would clearly
be irreparably harmed in the event of a catastrophe. But we don’t have to imagine a spill to understand the
immediate impacts to our military’s ability to continue to operate in these much used areas and what that could mean
to our economy and the nation’s ability to maintain mission readiness,” said Virginia Beach City Councilmember John
Uhrin.

“Virginia’s coastal tourism industry brings in more than $4 billion into the state every year,” said Laura Habr, co-owner
of Croc’s 19th Street Bistro in Virginia Beach and Founding Board Member of the Business Alliance for Protecting the
Atlantic Coast. “The vitality of our businesses in coastal communities is dependent on the environmental well-being
of our waters.”

The Virginia coast’s importance reaches beyond the state as the largest seafood producer on the East Coast and
third largest in the US

“If the government doesn’t do its job to protect our coast then we can’t do our jobs,” said Mike Oesterling, Executive
Director for the Shellfish Growers of Virginia. “Our businesses and our employees’ jobs rely on a healthy coastal
environment.”

In Virginia’s Coastal Region in 2015, tourism generated $4.7 billion in revenue and $345 million in state and local
taxes. Additionally over 45,000 jobs and nearly $1 billion in salaries rely on tourism along the coast. Beyond the
economic losses that offshore drilling could cause is the disruption to military operations.

“The military depends on a unique, unobstructed, secure area off the Virginia coast for critical military training and
operations,” said U.S. Navy retired Rear Admiral Craig Quigley. “The impact on military training off the coast of
Virginia is all negative; there is no upside here.”

Onshore infrastructure and activities that accompany the offshore oil and gas industry, like oil refineries, storage
facilities, pipelines, and traffic, pose environmental and health-related challenges for coastal communities, in addition
routine spills and accidents would irreparably alter the character of those communities.

Today’s BOEM meeting is part of a 60-day public comment period on the recently released draft five-year program
(2019-2024) for oil and gas development on the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS).

http://augustafreepress.com/
http://augustafreepress.com/the-buzz/
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https://twitter.com/AugFreePress
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Work on Hampton Roads highway projects reaching cruising speed

By Nate Delesline III 
nate.delesline@insidebiz.com
Feb 20, 2018 Updated Feb 21, 2018

VDOT courtesy photo by Trevor Wrayton

The I-64 corridor near exit 242 is shown on Jan. 26.

Billions of dollars are flowing to major Hampton Roads highway projects.

In terms of money, the Hampton Roads Bridge-Tunnel is the largest — an estimated cost of $3.3 billion in 2016. A construction contract that includes a 

third tunnel should be awarded next year.

Responsibility for finishing the project – which officials expect to be completed in 2024 – on budget and on time rests with Jim Utterback, the Virginia 

Department of Transportation’s district administrator for Hampton Roads, and Shannon Valentine, the state’s transportation secretary.

It’s so important Utterback is leaving his role as VDOT’s Hampton Roads district administrator role to focus on the HRBT. He’ll leave his current position 

in early to mid-March to become project director at the HRBT.

“I’ve been in this (administrator) role in two different districts for a total of 10 years. My background is in project management … I was eager to try to take 

on this opportunity,” Utterback said.

An interim district administrator had not been named as of Feb. 20.

More than 100,000 vehicles daily use the four-lane HRBT segment of highway during peak summer travel.

“Trying to build this in the heaviest traveled corridor in Hampton Roads, with all the challenges of the marine bridges and the underwater tunnel – it’s 

probably one of the most complex projects that VDOT has taken on,” Utterback said.

Valentine shared that sentiment.

“The Hampton Roads Bridge-Tunnel is probably one of the most important if not the most important project this administration is going to be executing,” 

she said.

A former state legislator, Valentine served on the House transportation committee and was also a member of the Commonwealth Transportation Board. 

She said legislative actions have given transportation projects momentum.
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“I really see that one of my major responsibilities is execution,” she said of her present job.

The General Assembly in 2013 passed House Bill 2313, which authorized new transportation revenue sources for the first time in decades. More 
recently, Smart Scale was implemented, which uses data to analyze and prioritize transportation projects.

“Economic development is a part of our Smart Scale process,” Valentine said. “It is definitely one of the factors that we are using in determining which 
projects to identify or choose.”

Valentine lauded the work of regional organizations such as the Hampton Roads Transportation Accountability Commission for its role in facilitating 
regional cooperation. She also expressed confidence in the leadership of VDOT Commissioner Stephen Brich.

Although there are many underwater vehicular tunnels in the region, they aren’t built very often. Utterback said tunnel building is a high-risk commitment, 
where uncontrollable factors such as soil conditions and the weather affect project progress.

A $756 million project to add two underwater lanes at the Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel also is in progress. But it’s difficult to appreciate what’s 
happening without going below the surface, said Kevin Abt, the project manager for the parallel tunnel project. VDOT does not control financing, project 
management or daily operation of the CBBT.

“The tough thing about a tunnel is basically we’re digging a hole in the ground, so you don’t really see a lot,” he said.

Right now, crews are focused on digging into the southernmost manmade island and building retaining walls. Once those are completed, crews perform 
what’s known as jet grouting in the retaining wall area to stabilize the sand so it can handle future loads.”

In the coming months, crews will continue with construction of slurry walls and the jet grouting. That work will set the stage for the arrival and assembly 
of the tunnel boring machine this fall.

After certifying the machine is ready to go, “we should begin boring sometime in early 2019,” Abt said.

Disruptions to summer travel to and from the Eastern Shore should be minimal, despite the work, said Tom Anderson, the CBBT’s deputy director of 
finance and operations.

“There probably will be time periods in the future where we’ll have to reduce the travel lanes to one lane in each direction but it’ll be temporary and only 
during our off-peak times of the year,” Anderson said.

Here are details about ongoing and upcoming major road projects in Hampton Roads:

Interstate 64 widening phase one

This $122 million project was completed on time and on budget in December.

The project, awarded to Shirley Contracting Co. of Lorton, widened 5.6 miles of interstate in Newport News from west of Jefferson Avenue to east of Yorktown Road.
Existing lane pavement was repaired and a 12-foot-wide travel lane and shoulder was added in each direction. Four bridges were repaired and widened, on- and off-
ramps at Fort Eustis Boulevard were lengthened, noise walls were built and low maintenance landscaping was installed.

I-64 widening phase two

A $138.8 million design-build contract awarded to Allan Myers of Glen Allen.

HIGHWAY PROJECTS IN HAMPTON ROADS



Nate Delesline
Reporter

Nate Delesline III is Inside Business' assistant editor.

Construction began in 2016 and completion is expected in the spring of 2019. The project will widen approximately 7 miles of I-64 in Newport News, York County and
James City County, from about 1 mile west of Route 199 (Humelsine Parkway/Marquis Center Parkway) near exit 242 to where the first segment of the project ended
near exit 247.

Improvements will include pavement reconstruction of existing lanes, adding a 12-foot-wide travel lane and shoulder in each direction, and the widening of nine existing
bridges and six box culverts.

I-64 widening phase three

A $178.3 million design-build contract awarded to Shirley Contracting Co., the project is scheduled to begin this summer and be completed in the summer of 2021.

Improvements include adding a 12-foot-wide travel lane and shoulder in each direction for 8.2 miles from about 1 mile west of the Lightfoot exit to 1 mile west of the
Humelsine Parkway/Marquis Center Parkway exit in York County. The work includes the repair and widening of four bridges, three major culverts and the replacement
of the two Queen’s Creek bridges, which are more than 1,000 feet long.

I-64/I-264 interchange improvements phase one

A $107.4 million construction contract with Tutor Perini Corp. of New Rochelle, New York, this project’s total cost is $158.7 million.

Work began in the fall of 2016 and is slated for completion in the fall of 2019. It will bring 2.2 miles of interstate improvements to the second busiest interchange in
Virginia. The work includes a new two-lane flyover ramp from I-64 West to I-264 East and a new two-lane collector distributor road for I-264 East.

I-64/I-264 interchange improvements phase two

A $105.4 million construction contract with The Lane Construction Corp. of Cheshire, Conn., the project’s total cost is $194.5 million.

Work is slated to begin this month and be completed in the fall of 2021. This project will extend the collector distributor road from phase one, reconfigure the south side
of interchanges at Newtown and Witchduck to eliminate weaving traffic and build a bridge over I-264 connecting Greenwich Road on the south side to Cleveland Street
on the north.

I-64 southside widening and High Rise Bridge

This project’s $409.6 million design-build contract was awarded to Granite/Parsons/Coleman of Tarrytown, N.Y.

The project’s total estimated cost is $550 million, including right-of-way acquisition. Construction is expected to begin in June and be completed in July 2021. The
project will add a high occupancy toll or HOT lane in each direction, bringing the highway corridor to six lanes in each direction, along with a new fixed-span High Rise
Bridge. Nearly 9 miles of interstate will be widened.

Hampton Roads Bridge-Tunnel expansion

With an estimated cost of $3.3 billion in 2016 dollars, this will be one of the largest infrastructure projects in the country. VDOT expects to award a design-build contract
in 2019 and the project should be completed in 2024.

The scope of the project will include a new bridge-tunnel between Hampton and Norfolk and widen the I-64 corridor between I-664 in Hampton and I-564 in Norfolk.
Permanent shoulder lanes controlled by electronic signals, similar to those on I-264 in Virginia Beach, are a design element under consideration for inclusion. The lanes
would likely be on the inside near the median.

Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel

Officials in September began a five-year, $756 million project to add two more underwater lanes to the bridge tunnel, which links Hampton Roads and the Eastern
Shore. The design-build team for this project is Chesapeake Tunnel Joint Venture: Dragados USA and Schiavone Construction Co.
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VIRGINIA BEACH TELEVISION 
Cox Cable Channels 46, 47 & 48 

Verizon Cable Channels 46, 47 & 45 
 

PROGRAM SCHEDULE 
FEBRUARY 25 – MARCH 3, 2018 

 

VIRGINIA BEACH TELEVISION provides locally produced and other specialty programming to support 
the mission of the Virginia Beach Municipal Government and the Virginia Beach City Public School 
System.  Program listings reflect expected airtimes but may be preempted by public meetings, hearings, 
and special events.  
 

 e~Streaming is available at https://www.vbgov.com/media for all LIVE public sessions of Virginia 

Beach City Council and Planning Commission meetings, archives of previous meetings, and original 
VBTV programming.  LIVE meetings and previous sessions of the Virginia Beach City School Board can 
be accessed at http://www.vbschools.com/schoolboard/archive. 

 
PUBLIC MEETINGS 

 

 VIRGINIA BEACH CITY COUNCIL WORKSHOP (Cox 48 / Verizon 45) — Recablecast of the 

February 20 meeting: Sun 9am.  LIVE: Tue 3pm.  Recablecast: Thu 7pm; Fri 9am. 
 

 VIRGINIA BEACH CITY SCHOOL BOARD MEETING (Cox 47 / Verizon 47) — Recablecast of the 

February 20 meeting: Mon 2pm.  LIVE: Tue, Workshop 3pm; Formal Session 6pm.  Recablecast: Wed 
7pm; Sat 9am. 

 
VIRGINIA BEACH TELEVISION – COX 48 / VERIZON 45 

 
A BIOGRAPHY OF AMERICA: GROWTH AND EMPIRE — View history as a living narrative rather than 
a series of irrefutable facts to be memorized.  Prominent historians present America's story as something 
that is best understood from a variety of perspectives.  Sun 5am; Tue & Thu 11am; Fri 12am.   
 
A PLACE OF OUR OWN: ALLERGIES — Insight and advice for solving issues related to parenting and 
child rearing.  Sun 9pm; Mon 8am & 3pm; Thu 12am; Fri 3pm.   
 

 ACCESS VIRGINIA BEACH — Monthly news magazine highlighting city & school topics and issues.     

 Church Street Station Studios  

 Snowstorm Grayson time lapse and video 

 Virginia Aquarium: Here Be Dragons Exhibit  

 Point-In-Time homeless count  

 School-ology: Learning Management System  
Mon 12am, 2:30am, 11am, 1:30pm, 9pm & 11:30pm; Tue 5am & 7:30am; Wed 12am, 2:30am, 11am, 
1:30pm, 6pm & 8:30pm; Thu 5am, 7:30am & 6pm; Fri 6pm & 8:30pm; Sat 5am, 7:30am, 11am, 1:30pm, 
9pm & 11:30pm.   
 
AGAINST ALL ODDS: INFERENCE FOR TWO-WAY TABLES — Discover statisitical solutions to the 
puzzles of everyday life.  Learn how data collection and manipulation - paired with intelligent judgement 
and common sense - can lead to more informed decision making.  Sun 6am; Tue & Thu 12pm; Fri 1am.   
 
AMERICAN CINEMA: FILM LANGUAGE — Explore film history and American culture through the eyes 
of Hollywood insiders.  Sun 10pm; Mon 9am & 4pm; Thu 1am; Fri 4pm.   
 
ART HISTORY: ABSTRACT EXPRESSIONISM — Sun 4:30pm; Tue & Sat 9:30am; Wed 6:30am & 
4:30pm.   
 

https://www.vbgov.com/media/pages/default.aspx
https://www.vbgov.com/media
http://www.vbschools.com/schoolboard/archive.asp?
https://www.vbgov.com/media/pages/default.aspx
http://www.vbschools.com/schoolboard/archive.asp?
https://www.vbgov.com/media/pages/default.aspx


 
BRIDGING WORLD HISTORY: EARLY ECONOMIES — Explore global patterns through time, seeing 
history as an integrated whole.  Sun 9:30pm; Mon 8:30am & 3:30pm; Thu 12:30am; Fri 3:30pm.   
 
CIVIL WAR IN HAMPTON ROADS: PENINSULA CAMPAIGN — Sun & Tue 12am; Mon & Sat 6pm; 
Wed 9pm; Thu 8am & 3pm; Fri 5am.   
 
DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION ANNUAL HISTORY AWARDS — Recorded 
February 22, 2018 at the Virginia Beach School Board Chambers.  Sun 6pm; Mon 5am; Tue & Fri 9pm; 
Wed 8am; Sat 12am & 3pm.   
 
DISCOVERING PSYCHOLOGY: THE MIND AWAKE AND ASLEEP — Explore historic and current 
theories of human behavior through demonstrations, classic experiments and simulations, current 
research, documentary footage, and computer animation.  Sun 11:30pm; Mon 10:30am & 5:30pm; Thu 
2:30am; Fri 5:30pm.   
 
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS - TORNADO: PLAN TO SURVIVE — Using examples based on real-
life experiences, this program illustrates what to do if trapped in a mobile home, an automobile, at work or 
at school, or in a shopping mall.   Sun 8:30pm; Mon 7:30am; Tue & Fri 11:30pm; Wed 10:30am; Sat 
2:30am & 5:30pm.   
 
ESSENTIAL SCIENCE FOR TEACHERS: PHYSICAL CHANGES AND CONSERVATION OF MATTER 
— Sun 1pm; Fri 8am; Sat 2pm.   
 
FLIGHT SCHOOL: FROM ABOVE — Float in a hot air balloon, hover in a helicopter, and soar to the 
ceiling of our atmosphere while meeting the people and vehicles that help us study the Earth from above.  
Sun & Tue 1am; Mon & Sat 7pm; Wed 10pm; Thu 9am & 4pm; Fri 6am.   
 
FOCUS NNS — Explore current events at Newport News Shipbuilding.    Mon 1:30am, 12:30pm & 
10:30pm; Tue & Thu 6:30am; Wed 1:30am, 12:30pm & 7:30pm; Fri 7:30pm; Sat 6:30am, 12:30pm & 
10:30pm.   
 
FRONTLINE FIREFIGHTER — Produced by the City of Virginia Beach Fire Department to explore 
current training trends and report news of interest to firefighters and citizens alike.  Mon 1am, 12pm & 
10pm; Tue & Thu 6am; Wed 1am, 12pm & 7pm; Fri 7pm; Sat 6am, 12pm & 10pm.   
 
GETTING ALONG: HOW DOES IT FEEL? — Character development and conflict management for ages 
five through eight.    Sun 4:15pm; Tue & Sat 9:15am; Wed 6:15am & 4:15pm.   
 
HOW IN THE WORLD — How in the world does an airplane fly?  How does an ice hockey rink stay 
frozen?  How does it snow?  How do fish survive the winter?  How can a musical note shatter a glass?  
Hop aboard the Airship Curiosity and travel the globe for an adventure of fun and discovery.     Sun 7pm; 
Mon 6am; Tue 10pm; Wed 9am; Thu 6:30pm; Fri 10pm; Sat 1am & 4pm.   
 
HUMAN GEOGRAPHY: REFLECTIONS ON A GLOBAL SCREEN — Economic and cultural geography 
are combined to explore the relationships between humans and their natural environment, and to track 
the broad social patterns that shape human societies.  Sun 8:30am; Mon, Tue, Wed & Fri 2:30pm; Thu 
11:30pm.   
 
KENNEDY CENTER PERFORMING ARTS - TELLING STORIES: CRAIG HATKOFF — Sun & Tue 
2am; Mon & Sat 8pm; Wed 11pm; Thu 10am & 5pm; Fri 7am.   
 
LEARNING MATH: TRIANGLES AND QUADRILATERALS — Designed for elementary and middle 
school teachers, and organized according to standards developed by the National Council of Teachers of 
Mathematics, this series explores topics in measurement, number operations, statistics, geometry, and 
algebra.   Sun 6:30am; Tue & Thu 12:30pm; Fri 1:30am.   
 
MAKING MEANING WITH LITERATURE: STUDENT DIVERSITY — Learn techniques for developing 
active and effective readers.  Sun 7am; Tue & Thu 1pm; Fri 2am.   
 
 



 
MATH MONSTERS — Designed for pre-kindergarten children, this animated series provides an amusing 
and enlightening introduction to mathematical concepts.  Sun 5pm; Tue & Sat 10am; Wed 7am & 5pm.   
 
MEET THE AUTHOR: NATHANIEL PHILBRICK — Sun 8am; Mon, Tue, Wed & Fri 2pm; Thu 11pm.   
 
MOM ALWAYS SAID: HOUSEWORK WILL ALWAYS BE THERE, YOUR CHILDREN WON'T — 
Discussion between real moms with real experiences and real tips on raising a family.  Mon 12:30am, 
11:30am & 9:30pm; Tue & Thu 5:30am; Wed 12:30am & 6:30pm; Fri 6:30pm; Sat 5:30am, 11:30am & 
9:30pm.   
 
MONEYTRACK: NEED TO KNOW: FINANCIAL SURVIVAL KIT PART II — Learn how to make your 
money work for you, and keep your investments on track so you can retire in style and enjoy the good life.  
Mon 2am, 1pm & 11pm; Tue & Thu 7am; Wed 2am, 1pm & 8pm; Fri 8pm; Sat 7am, 1pm & 11pm.   
 
NASA X — See behind the scenes as MEDLI helps get the Curiosity Rover on Mars.  Sun 7:30pm; Mon 
6:30am; Tue & Fri 10:30pm; Wed 9:30am; Sat 1:30am & 4:30pm.   
 
NEWSWRITING: PUBLIC RELATIONS WRITING — Explore techniques to become a better writer 
through traditional and emerging journalistic styles.  Sun 11pm; Mon 10am & 5pm; Thu 2am; Fri 5pm.   
 
ON THE OTHER HAND — Learn American Sign Language.  Sun 8pm; Mon 7am; Tue & Fri 11pm; Wed 
10am; Sat 2am & 5pm.   
 
READ-ALEE-DEED-ALEE: VALENTINE: BE MINE — An early reading series introducing sounds and 
rhyming patterns that unlock words and the meaning of words.  Sun 3:45pm; Tue & Sat 8:45am; Wed 
5:45am & 3:45pm.   
 
REAL VIRGINIA — Agricultural news and family-oriented stories presented by the Virginia Farm Bureau.  
Mon 12:30am, 11:30am & 9:30pm; Tue & Thu 5:30am; Wed 12:30am, 11:30am & 6:30pm; Fri 6:30pm; 
Sat 5:30am, 11:30am & 9:30pm.   
 
RURAL COMMUNITIES: LEGACY & CHANGE - THE WILL TO GROW — Examine why some rural 
areas in America are thriving while others are in decline. The social, political, and economic issues these 
communities face have far-reaching implications for individuals and the country as a whole.   Sun & Thu 
2pm; Fri 1pm.   
 
SHAMU TV: THE KILLER WHALE STORY — Explore the special connection we have with the ocean’s 
top predator, and hear from the people who know them best to find out what’s been learned about killer 
whales — how they live, grow, survive and thrive.  Sun 3pm; Tue & Sat 8am; Wed 5am & 3pm.   
 
SIGNING TIME: FAMILY, FEELINGS, AND FUN — An introduction to American Sign Language for 
children.  Sun 5:30pm; Tue & Sat 10:30am; Wed 7:30am & 5:30pm.   
 
THE MATH DUDE: RELATIONS — Middle and high school students can improve their algebra skills with 
these fast–paced programs devoted to Algebra I as it is taught in the classroom today.  Sun 3:30pm; Tue 
& Sat 8:30am; Wed 5:30am & 3:30pm.   
 
THE WESTERN TRADITION: THE WARS OF RELIGION — Journey from ancient, pre-western 
civilizations to the age of technology and beyond.  Sun 5:30am; Tue & Thu 11:30am; Fri 12:30am.   
 
X-POWER: RIVER OF TIME — Foster the development of algebraic thinking through visualization of 
concepts rather than abstract symbolic manipulation.  Sun 4pm; Tue & Sat 9am; Wed 6am & 4pm.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
VIRGINIA BEACH TELEVISION – COX 47 / VERIZON 47 

 
A BIOGRAPHY OF AMERICA — Thu 8pm.   
 
A HISTORY OF BLACK ACHIEVEMENT IN AMERICA: BLACKS ENTER THE GILDED AGE — 
Explore the contributions of Black Americans to have influenced our culture, enriched our society, and 
shaped the history of the United States.  Mon 10:30pm; Tue & Fri 11:30am & 3:30pm; Thu 11:30am.   
 
A PLACE OF OUR OWN — Wed 3pm.   
 
ACCESS VIRGINIA BEACH — Sun 9pm & 11:30pm; Mon 7:30am & 6pm; Tue & Thu 1:30pm; Wed 
7:30am & 11:30pm; Fri 7:30am; Sat 6pm.   
 
AGAINST ALL ODDS — Thu 9pm.   
 
AMERICAN CINEMA — Wed 4pm.   
 
ART HISTORY: ABSTRACT EXPRESSIONISM — Tue 6am; Thu 6am & 5:30pm.   
 
BRIDGING WORLD HISTORY — Wed 3:30pm.   
 
CIVIL WAR IN HAMPTON ROADS — Fri 7pm.   
 
CLASSIC ARTS SHOWCASE — Enjoy the classic arts by experiencing short video clips of film and 
music.  Sat 12am through 8am, 1:30pm through 6pm, and 8pm through Sun 8pm.   
 
DEATH: A PERSONAL UNDERSTANDING - THE GOOD DEATH — Gain a greater understanding of 
death and dying through case studies and moving personal stories of people facing their own death or the 
death of a loved one.  Mon & Wed 11:30am; Tue & Thu 7:30am.   
 
DISCOVERING PSYCHOLOGY — Wed 5:30pm.   
 
EARTH REVEALED: DOWN TO EARTH — Explore how scientific theories are developed and how our 
activities today affect earth's continuing evolution.  Mon 10pm; Fri 3pm; Thu 11am.   
 
ECONOMICS U$A: STAGFLATION — Explore fundamentals of economic history, theory, and practice.  
Mon 11pm; Tue & Fri 12pm & 4pm; Thu 12pm.   
 
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS — Tue & Thu 7am.   
 
EXERCISE HORIZONS — Mon, Wed, Fri 10:30am; Tue & Thu 2:30pm. 
 
ESSENTIAL SCIENCE FOR TEACHERS: PHYSICAL CHANGES AND CONSERVATION OF MATTER 
— Mon 7pm; Tue 11pm; Wed 2pm; Fri 5pm & 11pm.   
 
FIT FOR DUTY: 0 — An exercise program spanning several disciplines, such as kickboxing, Pilates, 
aerobics, weight training, and more.  Produced by The Pentagon Channel.  Mon & Wed 12pm; Tue & Thu 
8am.   
 
FLIGHT SCHOOL: FROM ABOVE — Float in a hot air balloon, hover in a helicopter, and soar to the 
ceiling of our atmosphere while meeting the people and vehicles that help us study the Earth from above.  
Fri 8pm.   
 
FOCUS NNS — Explore current events at Newport News Shipbuilding.    Sun 10:30pm.   
 
FRONTLINE FIREFIGHTER — Sun 10pm; Mon through Fri 9am; Mon, Wed, & Fri 1pm; Thu 11pm.   
 
FUZION FITNESS — Mon & Wed 11am; Tue & Thu 3pm; Fri 11am. 
 
 



 
GETTING ALONG — Thu 5:15pm.   
 
HOMEBOUND EXERCISE — Mon, Wed, Fri 10am; Tue & Thu 2pm. 
 
HOW IN THE WORLD — How in the world does an airplane fly?  How does an ice hockey rink stay 
frozen?  How does it snow?  How do fish survive the winter?  How can a musical note shatter a glass?  
Hop aboard the Airship Curiosity and travel the globe for an adventure of fun and discovery.     Mon, Wed, 
& Fri 9:30am; Mon & Sat 6:30pm; Thu 11:30pm.   
 
HUMAN GEOGRAPHY — Tue & Fri 10:30pm; Thu 3:30pm.   
 
JURY ORIENTATION — A helpful guide for anyone called to jury duty.  Sun 8pm; Mon 8am & 8pm; Wed, 
Fri & Sat 8am.   
 
KENNEDY CENTER PERFORMING ARTS — Fri 9pm.   
 
LEARNING MATH — Thu 9:30pm.   
 
MAKING MEANING WITH LITERATURE — Thu 10pm.   
 
MATH MONSTERS — Thu 6pm.   
 
MEET THE AUTHOR — Tue & Fri 10pm.   
 
MONEYTRACK — Sun 11pm.   
 
NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART - AWARENESS SERIES: AMERICAN ART — Short, evocative studies 
of the works of major artists represented in the collections of the National Gallery of Art.  Tue & Thu 
6:30am.   
 
NEWSWRITING — Wed 5pm.   
 
READ-ALEE-DEED-ALEE — Thu 4:45pm.   
 
REAL VIRGINIA — Sun 9:30pm.   
 
RURAL COMMUNITIES: LEGACY & CHANGE — Tue 5pm; Wed & Fri 6pm; Thu & Sat 7pm.   
 
SHAMU TV — Thu 4pm.   
 
SIGNING TIME: FAMILY, FEELINGS, AND FUN — Mon & Wed 12:30pm; Tue 8:30am; Thu 8:30am & 
6:30pm.   
 
THE HABITABLE PLANET: OCEANS — Explore environmental science through a study of the Earth's 
natural systems.  Mon 9:30pm; Fri 2:30pm; Thu 10:30am.   
 
THE MATH DUDE —Thu 4:30pm.   
 
THE PATH TO ENERGY EFFICIENCY — Sun 8:30pm; Mon 8:30am & 8:30pm; Wed, Fri & Sat 8:30am.   
 
THE WESTERN TRADITION — Thu 8:30pm.   
 
THE WORLD OF CHEMISTRY: THE GENETIC CODE — Mon 9pm;  Fri 2pm; Thu 10am.   
 
X-POWER —Thu 5pm.   
 

 
 
 
 



 
VIRGINIA BEACH TELEVISION – COX 46 / VERIZON 46 

 
General information about the City of Virginia Beach, plus current events and late-breaking news of 
interest to local citizens, cablecasts 24 hours a day with audio provided by NOAA Weather radio.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit our web site at 
www.VBgov.com/VBTV 

 
For more information regarding VBTV programming please contact the Multimedia Services Division at 385-1868 or 
multimedia@vbgov.com 

  

http://www.vbgov.com/VBTV
mailto:multimedia@vbgov.com
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