
 

City Manager’s Update

 

 

 According to WalletHub, Virginia Beach ranked No. 1 in 2016 for 

“Most Volunteering Hours per Capita” out of the 100 most populated cities in the United 

States. Overall, the City ranked as the No. 3 most caring city in America. 

 In FY16, the City of Virginia Beach had 15,510 people who volunteered at 

various city locations, performing all kinds of jobs, from marking storm drains to caring for 

animals at the Virginia Beach Animal Care and Adoption Center. 

 Those 15,510 volunteers served more than 1.14 million hours, which equates 

to $27,015,674 of valuable service – a 5.2-cent savings on the real estate tax rate. 

 City volunteerism allows vital city services to remain vibrant 

and intact. The Office of Volunteer Resources’ Annual Report for FY16 provides even more 

statistical data on the value of volunteerism (see attachments), along with personal volunteer 

experiences. To view firsthand how volunteerism affects our city and citizens, visit 

www.VBgov.com/impact.  

 

  Virginia Beach has opportunities for you to donate your talents, such as 

tutoring sessions with VB Reads, educating visitors at Virginia Beach Historic Museums, or 

by becoming a Play Pal to assist children in Parks and Recreation’s Out Of School Time 

After-School and Summer Camp programs. Contact the Volunteer Resources Office at (757) 

385-4722 or visit www.VBgov.com/volunteer to see all opportunities available.  

 

 

 

 

https://wallethub.com/edu/most-caring-cities/17814/
http://www.vbgov.com/impact
http://www.vbgov.com/volunteer


   

 

 

 

 

A new neighborhood park, Woodbridge Park, will be located  

in the 5500 block of Lynnhaven Parkway and Virginia Beach 

Parks & Recreation staff wants citizens to help plan for the 

options and amenities it will offer. Staff is hosting a public 

meeting Wednesday, Feb. 8, 6:30 to 8 p.m. at Tallwood High 

School. There will be a presentation followed by breakout 

group discussions about potential options for amenities.  

 

Once feedback is collected, initial design concepts will be created and reviewed, and then a final 

design and bid package will be prepared. Construction could begin as early as spring of 

2018.  The new park aligns with the City's outdoors plan to provide park space within a 10-

minute walk of all residents. 

 

 

 

 

Four master police officers are now sergeants. Police Chief Jim Cervera promoted them at a 

ceremony on Friday, Jan. 20, at the Law Enforcement Training Academy. The Virginia Beach 

Police Department also celebrated the retirement of six members who collectively accounted 

for 151 years of service to the citizens of Virginia Beach. Congratulations to the newly promoted 

and best wishes to our retirees. In case you missed it, you can watch the entire ceremony on 

Virginia Beach TV’s YouTube channel at www.youtube.com/VirginiaBeachTV.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/parks-recreation/design-development-projects/pages/outdoors-plan.aspx
https://youtu.be/lhM58yxPYeM


   

 

 

The National Park Service designated Virginia Beach as a Certified Local Government, along 

with 37 other communities from across the United States, in 2016. The CLG designation makes 

communities official partners in the federal historic preservation program, which engages local, 

state, and federal governments to promote historic preservation at the grassroots level. There are 

now 1,966 communities that participate in the program, which provides local governments 

access to historic preservation guidance and grants. The current number of CLGs is a significant 

milestone, as it also recognizes the 50th anniversary of the National Historic Preservation Act of 

1966 that created the CLG program. 

 

In order to become certified, a local government must meet several requirements such as a 

commitment to enforcing local and state historic preservation laws and establishing a qualified 

historic preservation commission. This local commitment is key to America’s ability to preserve, 

protect, and increase awareness of our unique cultural heritage found in the built environment 

across the country. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Virginia Beach Fire Training Center (FTC) was selected to host an international robotics 

testing event this week sponsored by ASTM International (formerly the American Society for 

Testing and Materials) in conjunction with the National 

Institute of Standards and Technology. These 

organizations develop standard test methods to quantify 

key capabilities of emergency response robots. FEMA’s 

Urban Search and Rescue community, including our 

own Virginia Task Force-2, participated in the event to 

evaluate new robotic systems for US&R task forces 

nationwide.   

 

In addition to FEMA teams from across the country, 

about 10-20 local bomb technicians, some from the 

VBPD and area military units, took part in the event 

with their own ground robots used when responding to 

bomb scares and situations involving possible IEDs. A 

special “standards infrastructure” has been built at the 

FTC to evaluate and test robotic systems that operate on 

land, sea and air.  Robotics engineers from around the 

world demonstrated and compared system capabilities of 

more than 30 robots provided by manufacturers, 

emergency responders, and the military. 

 

 

 

 



   

 

 

On Saturday, Jan. 28, more than 130 people came to the Law Enforcement Training Academy to 

hear about opportunities to join the Virginia Beach Police Department.  The event was 

designed to attract potential candidates from across the area, particularly female and minority 

recruits, to help the agency reach its goals of a police department that is representative of its 

community. The expo featured an informative session on the hiring process, a demonstration of 

the physical agility test, a question and answer portion with recently graduated officers on a 

“Day in the Life of a Recruit,” and opportunities to apply online for employment. Special 

Operations officers from the various units were on hand to answer questions about their 

assignments, as well as athletes from Old Dominion University, ODU’s mascot Big Blue and the 

Norfolk State University Spartan to interact with the public. 

 

This campaign leading up to this event kicked off several months ago with an aggressive new 

recruiting campaign involving video clips of departmental personnel and posters that highlighted 

VBPD’s current diversified workforce. The advertising and recruiting efforts proved to be very 

successful as more than 130 citizens, college students and those seeking employment attended 

the event – and so far, 31 new employment applications have been completed for police officer 

recruit. The department plans to hold more recruiting events like this one. 

 



   

 

 

 

Since launching in September 2016, the Virginia Beach Property Search tool has seen an 

enormous amount of traffic. Over the past 90 days, there have been more than 23,200 visits to 

the site.  

 

Data shows that the tool is being accessed  

from a variety of devices: 

Among those using the mobile application, 

there have been: 

 80% from a desktop computer  More than 3,200 sessions 

 20% from a mobile device  66% are iOS users 

  33% are Android users 

 

The Property Search tool was developed for the Real Estate Assessor’s Office to provide 

information on all 159,000-plus residential, commercial, and agricultural properties throughout 

the city. It was completely developed within the city, with several IT divisions, including Web 

Applications, Mobile Applications, GIS, Application Support, Database, RACS and System 

Support teams, all working together in close coordination, and is part of Virginia Beach's 

ongoing effort to use technology to be more innovative, open and transparent. For more 

information, visit www.VBgov.com/property-search.  

 

 

 

 

Parks & Recreation hosted the Seventh Annual Virginia Beach Winter Wildlife Festival on 

Jan. 20-22. The event kicked-off Friday evening at the Joint Use Library where 125 attendees 

enjoyed award winning author of The 

Narrow Edge Deborah Cramer’s keynote 

address. The event saw 350 participants 

who registered for thirty trips, excursions 

and workshops. In addition, 35 vendors 

were present at Princess Anne 

Recreation Center and children’s 

activities were hosted at the neighboring 

Princess Anne Public Library. Overall, 

more than 1,500 people attended the 

2017 event. 

 

This annual event is a collaborative 

partnership between Parks & Recreation 

and several local and state agencies including: Virginia Department of Game & Inland Fisheries, 

Lynnhaven River Now, Virginia State Parks, Back Bay National Wildlife Refuge, Virginia 

Aquarium & Marine Science Center, Virginia Beach Audubon Society, Virginia Beach Public 

Library, and the Virginia Beach Hotel Association. The festival aims to promote wildlife and 

nature-related recreation while highlighting the unique local, state and national parks and open 

spaces our City has to offer. 

 

 

http://www.vbgov.com/property-search


   

 

 

Youth librarian Matt Haddox and Great Neck Librarian 

Matt Lighthart represented Virginia Beach Public 

Library at the Cox High School Gay-Straight Alliance 

event, "Love is Love," on Monday, Jan. 30. They spoke to 

nearly 300 teens and adults, sharing the message that 

libraries are for everyone, and provided information about 

library resources, including LGBTQ titles, volunteer 

opportunities, availability of e-books and other digital 

media. In addition to library card applications, buttons 

were available with the saying "Don't judge a book by its 

cover," and gave attendees free LGBTQ books to keep. 

Event attendees were happy to discover that the public 

library has LGBTQ materials and provides a wide variety 

of materials with diverse viewpoints. 

 

 

 

 

What began as a fun interaction between the Virginia Aquarium and the National Zoo, 

facilitated by a former reporter from HRScene, quickly escalated into a worldwide media 

sensation that featured participation from zoos, aquariums, and Twitter users internationally. The 

Virginia Aquarium was the digital 

flashpoint for the #CuteAnimalTweetOff, 

which resulted in media coverage from 

over 400 sources, including the New York 

Times, the Boston Globe, Time magazine, 

the Huffington Post, USA Today, the 

Today Show, CNN, and the AP Wire. 

According to the Association of Zoos & 

Aquariums, this effort generated over 45 

million impressions on Twitter and 

Instagram alone. 

 

 

 

 

 

Virginia Beach Public Library held its annual winter teen lock-in and drew a crowd of 199 

teenagers to the Central Library on Friday night, Jan. 27. Hailing from all corners of Virginia 

Beach, the teens enjoyed live entertainment, food, crafts, a costume contest and other fun 

activities. The event was free for the teens to attend and funded by the Friends of the Virginia 

Beach Public Library.   

 

 

 

Coverage of the tweet off on the Today Show. 



   

 

 

Teams involving more than 40 citizen volunteers and City and non-profit staff joined together for 

the Department of Housing and Neighborhood Preservation’s annual Point-in-Time Count 

of people who are experiencing homelessness. Accompanied by Virginia Beach police officers, 

the teams began before dawn Thursday, Jan. 26, 

canvassing locations throughout the city and 

surveying those who were without shelter. Those 

staying in emergency shelters and transitional 

housing were also counted. 

 

In coordination with the count, the faith community 

held Project Homeless Connect at the Virginia 

Beach United Methodist Church. Approximately 

200 individuals were connected to a variety of services and resources to assist them in moving 

closer to ending their homelessness, such as referrals to housing resources, veterans’ services and 

Social Security. Participants also received donated services from local businesses and 

organizations such as medical screenings, hearing and vision tests, haircuts and hygiene kits. 

 

The Point-in-Time Count and Project Homeless Connect 

events were a coordinated effort between the Departments of 

Housing and Neighborhood Preservation, Human Services, 

Police, and Public Health; Virginia Beach City Public 

Schools, the Hampton VA Medical Center, Virginia Beach 

United Methodist Church, the BEACH Community 

Partnership and citizen volunteers.  

 

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development requires that each city that receives 

federal funds through the Continuum of Care conduct an unduplicated count of its sheltered and 

unsheltered homeless population during a single night in January. Each year, more than $1.4 

million is granted through the Continuum of Care to Virginia Beach agencies that provide 

housing and supportive services to the homeless. The data collected from the count also enables 

the City to assess the size and characteristics of the homeless population in order to help develop 

and enhance strategies for preventing and ending homelessness. Results from the Point-in-Time 

Count are expected in March. 

 

 

  
 

VDOT released an update this week on the construction of the 

first improvements projects for the I-64/I-264 Interchange. 

Recently completed Phase I (I-64/I-264 to Newtown Road) 

projects include installation of erosion and settlement control 

measures and construction and safety fencing. Completion of 

Phase I and the start of Phase II (I-264/Newtown Road to 

Witchduck Road) are forthcoming. This project will add 

capacity to the second busiest interchange in Virginia, reduce 

daily congestion and improve safety in the corridor.  
 



   

 

 

 

Get your blood pumping with healthy activities from Virginia Beach Parks & Recreation.  

 

  Friday, Feb. 24, 8 to 9 p.m., Stumpy Lake Natural Area. Ages 5 & up. Pre-

registration is required. Contact: outdoors@vbgov.com, (757) 385-4461. 

 

Several events are planned at city recreation centers for citizens of all ages, such as the Forever 

Young Valentine’s Day Dance on Wednesday, Feb. 8, at Bayside Recreation Center, and the 

Daddy Daughter Dance at the Great Neck Recreation Center on Friday, Feb. 10. For a full 

listing, visit www.VBgov.com/RecEvents. A membership or day pass is required. Registration 

for spring coed adult sand football, youth girls softball and adult spring softball will open this 

month. For more details and to register, visit www.VBgov.com/Sports.  

 

 

  

 

February brings a new special discount and event at the Virginia Aquarium & Marine Science 

Center and great ways to learn about local history at the Virginia Beach History Museums. 

  Wednesday, Feb. 1, through Tuesday, Feb. 

28. Aquarium email newsletter subscribers will receive $5 off 

Whales & Wildlife boat trip tickets. No other discounts will 

apply. The Whales & Wildlife season runs through Sunday, 

March 5. Subscribe to the Aquarium’s newsletter today.    

 

  Saturday, Feb. 4, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Francis Land House. Free admission 

with guided tours, old-school games and toys and Ye Olde Selfie Station.  

  Saturday, Feb. 11 & Sunday, Feb. 12, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., Virginia 

Aquarium (included with admission). Guests will engage in fun and mysterious experiments 

that they can also do at home with a few simple supplies. 

  Thursday, Feb. 23, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Colonial Education Center at the 

Lynnhaven House. Admission: $5 per child or $20 per family. Families must register in 

advance for a two-hour time slot. 

  Saturday, Feb. 25, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Colonial Education Center at the 

Lynnhaven House. Admission: $8 per scout, leaders are free. Advanced registration is 

required. 

* Visit www.virginiaaquarium.com for tickets and to register. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://apm.activecommunities.com/vbparksrec/Activity_Search/family-nite-hike/3573
https://apm.activecommunities.com/vbparksrec/Activity_Search/family-nite-hike/3573
mailto:outdoors@vbgov.com
http://www.vbgov.com/recevents
http://www.vbgov.com/sports
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin/ea?v=001hZPoUmWGsMbRRD8lic4QNWB9klHqqWa-xcaioHs_TwykW2nSWLzRNQcgwgNJZo6LhNsPmwwqJTEmq1o2or3dLzZA1O6St6SRCzh0qw1-ykQr0aVzUPH-bw%3D%3D
http://tickets.virginiaaquarium.com/default.asp?cgCode=30&cgName=History%20Museums


   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

♦ February 3, 2017 – Copy of an inter-office memorandum from Real Estate Assessor J. D. 

Banagan to Mayor William D. Sessoms, Jr. and City Council regarding projected FY18 

Real Estate Assessments. 

  

♦ January 31, 2017 – Copy of an article from Thrillist titled, “Why are so many San Diego 

breweries moving to Virginia?” 

  

♦ Office of Volunteer Resources Annual Report for FY15/16. 

  

♦ Virginia Beach Television (VBTV) Program Schedule | Feb. 5 through Feb. 11. 

 

 

 

https://www.thrillist.com/drink/san-diego/san-diego-breweries-beer-scene-moving-to-virginia
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WHY ARE SO MANY SAN DIEGO BREWERIES MOVING TO VIRGINIA?
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@iheartcontent

 By BETH DEMMON @iheartcontent

Published On 01/31/2017

San Diego may very well be in danger of losing its title of "America’s Finest (Beer) City," thanks to

some of the city's biggest breweries expanding to more fertile ground in Virginia, of all places.

In the last year alone,  opened a company store in advance of its brewery as well as

Stone Brewing World Bistro & Gardens in the east end of Richmond.  and

 both began operations in Virginia Beach this past fall. This year, 

will open a facility in rural Botetourt County thanks in large part to $2.4 million in tax incentives and

grants that promise 178 new jobs. Also opening within spitting range of Ballast is the Oregon-based

's newest outpost in nearby Roanoke.

According to the , California ranks first in the nation for its number of craft

breweries: a total of 518 with approximately a quarter of them located in San Diego county alone.

Stone Brewing

Green Flash Brewing

Bottlecraft Beer Shop Ballast Point

Deschutes Brewery

Brewers Association



https://www.thrillist.com/authors/beth-demmon
https://www.twitter.com/@iheartcontent
https://www.thrillist.com/authors/beth-demmon
https://www.twitter.com/@iheartcontent
http://www.stonebrewing.com/
http://www.greenflashbrew.com/
https://www.bottlecraftbeer.com/
https://www.ballastpoint.com/
https://www.deschutesbrewery.com/
https://www.brewersassociation.org/
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thrillist.com%2Fdrink%2Fsan-diego%2Fsan-diego-breweries-beer-scene-moving-to-virginia%3Futm_content%3DWhy%2BAre%2BSo%2BMany%2BSan%2BDiego%2BBreweries%2BMoving%2Bto%2BVirginia%253F%26utm_source%3Dfacebook%26utm_medium%3Dsocial-media


Virginia ranked No. 13 -- there was 59% increase in breweries between 2014-15, and as of February

2016, the count was up to 142. Virginia’s craft beer genesis has been bubbling for some time, but

only really making waves in the past few years, led in part by lauded craft breweries like 

 and .

COURTESY OF GREEN FLASH BREWING

Though a few other states like Ohio (which actually edged out Virginia at No. 12 with 143 craft

breweries in 2015) and North Carolina have also been luring out-of-state breweries -- notably,

Sierra Nevada opened an Asheville location in 2011. Virginia, however, won out for the San Diego

transplants that've been eyeballing their own locations out east. It’s not about San Diego integrating

The Veil

Brewing Co. Hardywood Park Craft Brewery

RELATED

Buying SD Beer And Listening To Heavy Metal Can Help A Good Cause

http://www.theveilbrewing.com/
http://hardywood.com/
https://www.thrillist.com/drink/san-diego/san-diego-craft-beer-eppig-brewing-weight-of-the-sun-collaboration


into Virginia's burgeoning craft beer scene; rather, it’s about creating satellite locations that remain

true to the San Diego state of mind, even 3,000 miles away. With Virginia’s relatively young craft

beer scene and an eagerness for expanded market reach and output, Virginia as a whole seems to be

a perfect place/perfect time scenario for these West Coast transplants to put down roots without

cutting ties to San Diego.

"There is little doubt that the enthusiasm for Virginia is in no small part due to the regulations

becoming so much more brewer- and business-friendly," writes Paul Josuns in his prospectus on

Virginia's beer scene in .

COURTESY OF GREEN FLASH BREWING

The untapped potential of Virginia

The Commonwealth has primed itself to invest in multi-billion dollar deals made for cultivating craft

beer-centric jobs, tourism, and revenue over the next quarter century by amending state regulations

that affect the beer industry to become more lax. In 2012, Virginia introduced House Bill 359, which

allows manufacturers to lease brewhouse space to smaller brewers, and Senate Bill 604, which

DCBeer.com

http://www.dcbeer.com/news/buying-beer-virginia-regulatory-analysis


allows on-premise retail beer sales and samples at breweries, which had previously not been allowed

at establishments without a kitchen and license to sell food. These helped Virginia legislators and

brewers achieve some of the most craft brewery-friendly laws in the country. In fact, it kickstarted a

tourist campaign, , to tout this very fact.

Other changes, like allowing universal growler fills, were also passed statewide. Virginia even

doubled down on its commitment to clean water -- an important selling point for San Diego

breweries like  that rely on the eminent Colorado River. Lucrative incentive packages,

like Stone’s controversial $33 million funding boost from the City of Richmond -- 

 any other city had invested up till then -- confirmed that Virginia was throwing its hat in the

ring to be a contender for the next best beer state in America.

For Stone, the RVA decision came down to far more than dollars and cents (as motivating as that

was), as favorable as the business climate is. "We chose it because of the people we did business

with," said Stone Brewing's COO, Pat Tiernan. "The officials and community members were people

who we felt we could work with long term, who did what they said, would be a partner to us when

things weren’t easy, and who could benefit from us being in the community. All things being equal,

we felt the experience could be uniquely Stone and felt it could be our East Coast home.”

Virginia is for (Craft Beer) Lovers

Green Flash

three times the

amount

http://www.virginia.org/craftbeer/
http://pilotonline.com/life/flavor/alcohol/things-to-know-about-the-new-green-flash-brewery-in/article_7fbdb0c7-f6b3-54d0-a6ab-f0f36f36aadd.html
http://www.richmond.com/news/local/city-of-richmond/article_1d27d4cf-02b7-55c3-b708-9f3055b59f21.html


BOTTLECRAFT VIRGINIA BEACH

As for Bottlecraft, selecting Virginia Beach for an additional location was more of a personal choice,

and, as another military-heavy, tourist-driven beach town, a natural fit. Founder Brian Jensen

teamed up with his college buddy Chase Pittman, along with his business partner Alex Wolcott, to

open the VB outpost.

“Honestly, my friendships with Chase and Alex were the biggest factor that led to opening there,"

said Jensen. "I knew I wanted to be out East, and they convinced me that Virginia, and VB in

particular, would be a great spot. For me, it's all about relationships.”

Mike Hinkley, CEO of Green Flash cites the similarity of San Diego and Virginia Beach, in particular,

to his decision. “Virginia Beach was perfect for us because of the community. It felt a lot like our

home in San Diego. A strong community feel, big beach culture, the hustle and bustle of tourism, and

the sound of navy fighter jets soaring above," said Hinkley. "We’ve also created a great meeting

place to connect with our East Coast customers face-to-face.”

https://www.facebook.com/bottlecraftvirginiabeach/photos/a.1556923697943170.1073741828.1555494394752767/1596051247363748/?type=3


Financial incentives, infrastructure, and cheaper real estate aside, Virginia is a beacon of untapped

potential that is attractive to larger-scale independent breweries looking to expand their reach

across the country.

Distribution potential is also a factor here -- San Diego isn’t exactly the most central location for

nationwide distribution. Being smack dab in the middle of I-95, which runs north to south of much of

the East Coast, means that any brewery located in Virginia -- San Diego transplant or not -- can get

fresher beer into the hands of more people, faster, with fewer logistical headaches. It also opens the

door for future overseas distribution in the freshly tapped European market. ( , anyone?)

LEARN MORE BIG GAME, BIGGER EATS! TRY THREE CRAZY DELICIOUS
GAMEDAY RECIPES.

   

ADVERTISEMENT
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http://www.stonebrewing.eu/


STONE BREWING

The unpredictable future of San Diego craft beer

While Virginia experiences a kind craft beer renaissance that San Diego underwent in the early

2010s, #SDBeer faces a steep hill to climb to maintain its dominance. Brewery production growth

has slowed in 2016, according to the , to nearly half the rate of what we saw in

2015. To take the biggest hit, however, were the "big craft" companies, those that distribute

regionally and beyond. (According to BA's economist, this stagnation is just indicative of 

.) There was a great uproar when Stone announced it was laying off 5% of its workforce,

though the reasons had more to do with an "unpredictable market" and  than

signaling the untimely demise of San Diego's most popular export.

“San Diego is already one of the more mature beer markets in the US, so the growth will slow down,"

said Hinkley. "There are 130 breweries competing for that next tap handle or six inches of shelf

space. Of the last 50 to open, a few will have long, great runs. Of the next 50, even less. But we have

to wait and see who is committed to bust their ass for a decade to find out who that will be.”

Brewers Association

industry

maturity

expansion plans

https://www.facebook.com/StoneBrewingCo/photos/a.72971572431.72297.40610012431/10154708734002432/?type=3&theater
http://www.brewbound.com/news/craft-beer-growth-slows-u-s-brewery-count-tops-4600
http://www.brewbound.com/news/ba-economist-slower-growth-signals-maturing-industry
http://www.sandiegoreader.com/news/2016/dec/25/beer-news-biggest-san-diego-beer-news/


Competition in the craft scene here has always been fierce, even in the early days -- it was the locale

that people flocked to when they loved beer so much they decided to produce it. It was a burgeoning

scene unrivaled anywhere in the country, thanks in part to California’s -- San Diego’s, specifically --

pre-existing, relatively lax laws, which made it easy for the craft beer bubble to spike well before the

rest of the country's.

RELATED

The Valle De Guadalupe Is Mexico's Wine Country That You Need To Be Visiting, Like, Yesterday

RELATED

These Three Badass San Diego Bartenders Shook Up The Cocktail Scene In 2016

https://www.thrillist.com/drink/san-diego/wine-country-food-hotels-valle-de-guadalupe-baja-california
https://www.thrillist.com/drink/san-diego/best-bartenders-in-san-diego-for-2016


COURTESY OF GREEN FLASH BREWING

“The concentration of talent in San Diego is undeniable, and has been so for decades," said Jensen.

"The excitement for craft here in SD was ahead of its time. Only now we're starting to see the rest of

the country catch up to the point of supporting a brewing scene. At one time San Diego was one of

very few places in the country a brewer could find a community that would help them grow in their

craft and brewing jobs to support their passion.”

Still, optimists believe our city has room to grow, that we've yet to reach critical mass. "Right now,

craft's dollar share in San Diego is about 34.25 percent of overall beer sales, representing about

$850 million in 2015 (and supplying 4,500 jobs!)," Jensen broke down. "When I look at these

numbers, I just think of how much further we can grow. When I look at Europe -- Belgium and

Germany, in particular -- in comparison, I'm confident we can realistically move towards 50 percent.

That said, while the craft beer 'pie' is growing, it's getting cut up more and more forcing the larger

breweries to look outside the local market to keep up their growth.”



 OUR BEST STORIES, DELIVERED DAILY
The best decision you'll make all day.

What is ramping up are the number of microbreweries opening aiming to serve specific

 in lieu of worldwide domination, evidenced by a  of predominantly

small breweries opening in the city in a single year. This splintering of the market in San Diego’s beer

scene is hardly cataclysmic, but it might be a sign that we’re facing the beginning of the end of our

national craft beer dominance in favor of robust, local communities across the country.

Virginia may be the destination du jour today, but Stone is also planning a new Napa location in 2017

and both Green Flash and Bottlecraft confirm other expansion plans are in the works. With promises

of more and more San Diego beer getting into the hands of rabid craft beer nerds across the country

(and indeed the world), letting Virginia enjoy a taste of what San Diegans have lorded over the rest

of the country seems only fair -- for now.

 for our daily San Diego email and be the first to get all the food/drink/fun in town.

 is a San Diego-based food + drink writer who loves craft beer and motorcycles (not

necessarily enjoyed together). View her work at .

  

Sign up with email  GO

neighborhoods record number

Sign up here

Beth Demmon

bethdemmon.com

I confirm I am at least 21 years old✔

http://thornstreetbrew.com/year-review-2016-beer-trends-san-diego/
http://www.sandiegomagazine.com/Blogs/Behind-the-Brews/Winter-2017/The-Year-in-Beer/
https://signup.thrillist.com/
https://www.thrillist.com/authors/beth-demmon
http://bethdemmon.com/


Volunteer Impact

woof!

Virginia Beach Volunteers Are Putting 
Community in Government

Animals Adopted from the 
Virginia Beach Animal Care 

and Adoption Center

2,452

$120,785
in Increased Savings by 

31 Graduates of Bank On 
a Volunteer-Led Financial 

Literacy Program

Value of Meals and Gifts 
Collected by Volunteers

and donated to families in need 

$302,416

Struggling 1st Grade Readers 
Finished the School Year 
Reading on Grade Level  

with the help of  
VB Reads Tutor-Mentors

76%
Guests Aboard  

Dolphin Discoveries Boat Trips 
Staffed By Aquarium Volunteers

21,500

Visitors were educated 
by volunteers at  

Virginia Beach Historic 
Museums

7,448

940
Storm Drains Marked 

by Volunteers

41,183.50
Pounds of Litter and Debris 

Cleaned Up



Department Hours
Hours 
Value

Hours FTE
Volunteer 

Count

Agriculture 33,655 $792,906 16.18 1,113

Budget and Management Services 335 $7,881 0.16 32

City Attorney 695 $16,383 0.33 6

City Auditor 54 $1,272 0.03 1

City Clerk 4,861 $114,525 2.34 17

City Manager's Office 6,510 $153,370 3.13 88

Commonwealth Attorney 4,033 $95,016 1.94 24

Convention and Visitor Bureau 1,031 $24,296 0.5 20

Courts 11,127 $262,147 5.35 127

Cultural Affairs 21,540 $507,477 10.36 241

Economic Development 5,504 $129,685 2.65 327

Emergency Communications & Citizen Services 412 $9,707 0.2 1

Emergency Management/VBCERT 14,674 $345,719 7.05 313

Emergency Medical Services 361,084 $8,507,134 173.6 1,055

Finance 297 $7,001 0.14 14

Fire 17,156 $404,195 8.25 54

History Museums 1,004 $23,663 0.48 96

Housing & Neighborhood Preservation 965 $22,730 0.46 75

Human Resources 1,266 $29,833 0.61 24

Human Services 14,209 $334,766 6.83 178

Information Technology 1,971 $46,437 0.95 64

Libraries 23,247 $547,702 11.18 701

Parks and Recreation 108,341 $2,552,506 52.09 7,105

Planning & Community Development 2,282 $53,763 1.1 90

Police 70,411 $1,658,890 33.85 660

Public Health 6,306 $148,563 3.03 653

Public Utilities 122 $2,874 0.06 11

Public Works 3,234 $76,182 1.55 222

Sheriff 347,158 $8,179,039 166.9 979

Strategic Growth Area (SGA) 727 $17,116 0.35 73

Virginia Aquarium 82,466 $1,942,897 39.65 1,356

City of Virginia Beach  
Grand Total

1,146,675 $27,015,674 551.29 15,510

Volunteer Statistical Breakdown by Department FY 15-16

CITY OF VIRGINA BEACH 

OFFICE OF VOLUNTEER RESOURCES

w w w . v b g o v . c o m / v o l u n t e e r

OVERALL CITY 
OF VIRGINIA 

BEACH 
VOLUNTEER 

STATISTICS FOR 
FY15-16  

Hours

1.14M 
Hours Value  

$27M

Hours FTE  

551.29

15,510 
Volunteers

$5.27  
per $100 

of Assessed Value Real Estate 

Tax Rate Savings in Cents



VIRGINIA BEACH TELEVISION 
Cox Cable Channels 46, 47 & 48 

Verizon Cable Channels 46, 47 & 45 
 

PROGRAM SCHEDULE 
FEBRUARY 5 – FEBRUARY 11, 2017 

 
VIRGINIA BEACH TELEVISION provides locally produced and other specialty programming to support 
the mission of the Virginia Beach Municipal Government and the Virginia Beach City Public School 
System.  Program listings reflect expected airtimes but may be preempted by public meetings, hearings, 
and special events.  
 

 e~Streaming is available at https://www.vbgov.com/media for all LIVE public sessions of Virginia 

Beach City Council and Planning Commission meetings, archives of previous meetings, and original 
VBTV programming.  LIVE meetings and previous sessions of the Virginia Beach City School Board can 
be accessed at http://www.vbschools.com/schoolboard/archive. 

 
PUBLIC MEETINGS 

 

 VIRGINIA BEACH CITY COUNCIL MEETING (Cox 48 / Verizon 45) — Recablecast of the January 

24 workshop: Sun 9am.  LIVE: Tue, Informal Session 3:30pm; Formal Session 6pm.  Recablecast: Thu 
7pm; Fri 9am. 
 

 VIRGINIA BEACH CITY PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING (Cox 48 / Verizon 45) — LIVE: Wed 

12pm.  Recablecast: Thu 9am.  Also Recablecast on Cox 47 / Verizon 47, Fri 7pm. 
 

 VIRGINIA BEACH CITY SCHOOL BOARD MEETING (Cox 47 / Verizon 47) — Recablecast of the 

January 24 meeting: Mon 2pm.  LIVE: Tue, Workshop 4pm; Formal Session 6pm.  Recablecast: Wed 
7pm; Sat 9am. 

 
VIRGINIA BEACH TELEVISION – COX 48 / VERIZON 45 

 
A PLACE OF OUR OWN - EVERYDAY MATH: MORE THAN JUST NUMBERS — Insight and advice for 
solving issues related to parenting and child rearing.  Sun 9pm; Mon 8am & 3pm; Thu 12am; Fri 3pm.   
 

 ACCESS VIRGINIA BEACH — Monthly news magazine highlighting city & school topics and issues.     

 Snowstorm Helena coverage: before/during/after 

 HAZMAT training: Virginia Beach Fire Department 

 Body pump classes offered at Beach Recreation Centers 

 Friends of the Live Oak Grove in Virginia Beach 

 Compass Keepers feature: Alexis Downham, Special Ed teacher, Bayside MS  

 Cooking challenge: TCE culinary students team with Rosemont Forrest ES 5
th
 graders 

 African American Male Summit: a review through the years 
Mon 12am, 2:30am, 11am, 1:30pm, 9pm & 11:30pm; Tue 5am & 7:30am; Wed 12am, 2:30am, 11am, 
1:30pm, 6pm & 8:30pm; Thu 5am, 7:30am & 6pm; Fri 6pm & 8:30pm; Sat 5am, 7:30am, 11am, 1:30pm, 
9pm & 11:30pm.   
 
AGAINST ALL ODDS: INFERENCE FOR ONE MEAN — Discover statisitical solutions to the puzzles of 
everyday life.  Learn how data collection and manipulation - paired with intelligent judgement and 
common sense - can lead to more informed decision making.  Sun 6am; Tue & Thu 12pm; Fri 1am.   
 
AMERICAN CINEMA: FILM IN THE TELEVISION AGE — Explore film history and American culture 
through the eyes of Hollywood insiders.  Sun 10pm; Mon 9am & 4pm; Thu 1am; Fri 4pm.   
 
 

https://www.vbgov.com/media/pages/default.aspx
https://www.vbgov.com/media
http://www.vbschools.com/schoolboard/archive.asp?
https://www.vbgov.com/media/pages/default.aspx
http://www.vbgov.com/media
http://www.vbschools.com/schoolboard/archive.asp?
http://www.vbgov.com/media


 
BIOGRAPHY OF AMERICA: THE REDEMPTIVE IMAGINATION — View history as a living narrative 
rather than a series of irrefutable facts to be memorized.  Prominent historians present America's story as 
something that is best understood from a variety of perspectives.  Sun 5am; Tue & Thu 11am; Fri 12am.   
 
BRIDGING WORLD HISTORY: AGRICULTURAL AND URBAN REVOLUTIONS — Explore global 
patterns through time, seeing history as an integrated whole.  Sun 5:30am; Tue & Thu 11:30am; Fri 
12:30am.   
 
DISCOVERING PSYCHOLOGY: LEARNING — Explore historic and current theories of human behavior 
through demonstrations, classic experiments and simulations, current research, documentary footage, 
and computer animation.  Sun 11:30pm; Mon 10:30am & 5:30pm; Thu 2:30am; Fri 5:30pm.   
 
ESSENTIAL SCIENCE FOR TEACHERS: SOLIDS, LIQUIDS, AND GASES — Sun 1pm; Fri 8am; Sat 
2pm.   
 
FOCUS NNS — Explore current events at Newport News Shipbuilding.  Sun 8:30pm; Mon 7:30am; Tue & 
Fri 11:30pm; Wed 10:30am; Sat 2:30am & 5:30pm.   
 
FRONTLINE FIREFIGHTER — Produced by the City of Virginia Beach Fire Department to explore 
current training trends and report news of interest to firefighters and citizens alike.  Mon 1am, 12pm & 
10pm; Tue & Thu 6am; Wed 1am, 12pm & 7pm; Fri 7pm; Sat 6am, 12pm & 10pm.   
 
GEOGRAPHY IN U.S. HISTORY: NEW DEAL FOR THE DUST BOWL:  1931-1945 — Explore the 
interrelated content of history and geography through geographic learning, using perspectives, 
information, concepts and skills essential to viewing and understanding historical events and 
developments.  Sun 11pm; Mon 10am & 5pm; Thu 2am; Fri 5pm.   
 
GROWING OLD IN A NEW AGE: INTELLECT, PERSONALITY, AND MENTAL HEALTH — A realistic 
and positive picture of older adults challenges the common misconceptions and fears that surround the 
aging process.  Sun & Thu 2pm; Fri 1pm.   
 
HISTORY OF THE U.S. CONSTITUTION: FOUNDING THE CONSTITUTION — Learn how the 
Constitution has protected the American people from abuses of power and tyranny and has empowered 
them to excel in art, literature, science, and technology.  Sun 4:30pm; Tue & Sat 9:30am; Wed 6:30am & 
4:30pm.   
 

 HOW IN THE WORLD — Join Pilot Lindy aboard the Airship Curiosity and learn about flame working; 

how K-9 officers are trained; and watch Professor Omnibus make a chicken in a cup.  Sun 7pm; Mon 
6am; Tue 10pm; Wed 9am; Thu 6:30pm; Fri 10pm; Sat 1am & 4pm.   
 
HUMAN GEOGRAPHY: THE WORLD OF THE DRAGON — Economic and cultural geography are 
combined to explore the relationships between humans and their natural environment, and to track the 
broad social patterns that shape human societies.  Sun 7am; Tue & Thu 1pm; Fri 2am.   
 
IMAGES OF AMERICA: CITY — Sun 8:30am; Mon, Tue, Wed & Fri 2:30pm; Thu 11:30pm.   
 
KENNEDY CENTER PERFORMING ARTS: TERELL STAFFORD QUINTET — Sun & Tue 2am; Mon & 
Sat 8pm; Wed 11pm; Thu 10am & 5pm; Fri 7am.   
 
LEARNING MATH: MEANINGS AND MODELS FOR OPERATIONS — Designed for elementary and 
middle school teachers, and organized according to standards developed by the National Council of 
Teachers of Mathematics, this series explores topics in measurement, number operations, statistics, 
geometry, and algebra.   Sun 6:30am; Tue & Thu 12:30pm; Fri 1:30am.   
 
LIFE AFTER LIGHT RAIL — Now that light rail is not coming to Virginia Beach, what transportation 
improvements should the City make?  Recorded January 31, 2017.  Sun & Tue 12am; Mon & Sat 6pm; 
Wed 9pm; Thu 8am & 3pm; Fri 5am.   
 
 
 

http://www.vbgov.com/media


 
MATH MONSTERS — Designed for pre-kindergarten children, this animated series provides an amusing 
and enlightening introduction to mathematical concepts.  Sun 4:15pm; Tue & Sat 9:15am; Wed 6:15am & 
4:15pm.   
 
MEET THE AUTHOR: SHARON DRAPER — Sun 8am; Mon, Tue, Wed & Fri 2pm; Thu 11pm.   
 
MOM ALWAYS SAID: DON'T RUN WITH SCISSORS — Discussion between real moms with real 
experiences and real tips on raising a family.  Mon 12:30am, 11:30am & 9:30pm; Tue & Thu 5:30am; 
Wed 12:30am & 6:30pm; Fri 6:30pm; Sat 5:30am, 11:30am & 9:30pm.   
 
MONEYTRACK: IS YOUR RETIREMENT IN DANGER? — One wrong turn can steer a comfortable 
lifesyle right off a cliff.  Learn three easy steps to jump-start your retirement plan, and explore the best 
ways to use a financial advisor to help map your future.  Sun 9:30pm; Mon 8:30am & 3:30pm; Thu 
12:30am; Fri 3:30pm.   
 
ON THE OTHER HAND — Sun 8pm; Mon 7am; Tue & Fri 11pm; Wed 10am; Sat 2am & 5pm.   
 
POLICE PROMOTION/RETIREMENT CEREMONY — Recorded January 20, 2017  Sun 6pm; Mon 5am; 
Tue & Fri 9pm; Wed 8am; Sat 12am & 3pm .   
 
RAILROADS IN U.S. HISTORY — Enjoy a fresh perspective on how railroads created and shaped 
America's financial institutions, America's singular brand of capitalism, and its unique way of doing 
business.  Sun 5pm; Tue & Sat 10am; Wed 7am & 5pm.   
 
READ-ALEE-DEED-ALEE: DIRT ON MY SHIRT — An early reading series introducing sounds and 
rhyming patterns that unlock words and the meaning of words.  Sun 3:45pm; Tue & Sat 8:45am; Wed 
5:45am & 3:45pm.   
 
REAL VIRGINIA — Agricultural news and family-oriented stories presented by the Virginia Farm Bureau.  
Mon 12:30am, 11:30am & 9:30pm; Tue & Thu 5:30am; Wed 12:30am, 11:30am & 6:30pm; Fri 6:30pm; 
Sat 5:30am, 11:30am & 9:30pm.   
 
ROAD TO RECOVERY: A SHOWCASE OF EVENTS — Explore nationwide events as individuals, 
families, and entire communities celebrate recovery month.  Sun 7:30pm; Mon 6:30am; Tue & Fri 
10:30pm; Wed 9:30am; Sat 1:30am & 4:30pm.   
 
SHAMU TV: THE RHINO STORY — How do you save the rhinoceros, a species so close to extinction? 
Learn about the hard work, dedication, and commitment needed to protect and conserve this rare animal.   
Sun 3pm; Tue & Sat 8am; Wed 5am & 3pm.   
 
TECH SAVVY GIRLS — Discover the technology gender gap existing in education and see solutions 
undertaken by local community organizations.  Mon 2am, 1pm & 11pm; Tue & Thu 7am; Wed 2am, 1pm 
& 8pm; Fri 8pm; Sat 7am, 1pm & 11pm.   
 
THE 4ORCE — A monthly newscast featuring the latest happenings throughout  the United States 
military.    Mon 1:30am, 12:30pm & 10:30pm; Tue & Thu 6:30am; Wed 1:30am, 12:30pm & 7:30pm; Fri 
7:30pm; Sat 6:30am, 12:30pm & 10:30pm.   
 
THE ELECTRIC GUITAR: ITS MAKERS AND ITS PLAYERS — Explore the development and history of 
the electric guitar.  Sun 4pm; Tue & Sat 9am; Wed 6am & 4pm.   
 
THE MATH DUDE: SOLVING SYSTEMS BY SUBSTITUTION — Middle and high school students can 
improve their algebra skills with these fast–paced programs devoted to Algebra I as it is taught in the 
classroom today.  Sun 3:30pm; Tue & Sat 8:30am; Wed 5:30am & 3:30pm.   
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
VIRGINIA BEACH TELEVISION – COX 47 / VERIZON 47 

 
A BIOGRAPHY OF AMERICA — Thu 8pm.   
 
A HISTORY OF BLACK ACHIEVEMENT IN AMERICA: THE FOUNDATION FOR EQUALITY — 
Explore the contributions of Black Americans to have influenced our culture, enriched our society, and 
shaped the history of the United States.  Mon 10:30pm; Tue & Fri 11:30am & 3:30pm; Thu 11:30am.   
 
A HISTORY OF THE U.S. CONSTITUTION — Thu 5:30pm.   
 
A PLACE OF OUR OWN — Wed 3pm.   
 
ACCESS VIRGINIA BEACH — Sun 9pm & 11:30pm; Mon 7:30am & 6pm; Tue & Thu 1:30pm; Wed 
7:30am & 11:30pm; Fri 7:30am; Sat 6pm.   
 
AGAINST ALL ODDS — Thu 9pm.   
 
AMERICAN CINEMA — Wed 4pm.   
 
ART HISTORY: FLEMISH PAINTING — Tue & Thu 6am.   
 
BRIDGING WORLD HISTORY — Thu 8:30pm.   
 
CLASSIC ARTS SHOWCASE — Enjoy the classic arts by experiencing short video clips of film and 
music.  Sat 12am through 8am, 1:30pm through 6pm, and 8pm through Sun 8pm.   
 
DISCOVERING PSYCHOLOGY — Wed 5:30pm.   
 
EARTH REVEALED: WAVES, BEACHES, and AND COASTS— Explore how scientific theories are 
developed and how our activities today affect earth's continuing evolution.  Mon 10pm; Fri 3pm; Thu 
11am.   
 
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS: AGAINST THE WIND — Learn do-it-yourself methods of home storm 
protection, such as window reinforcement and attic bracing.  Tue & Thu 7am.   
 
ESSENTIAL SCIENCE FOR TEACHERS — Mon 7pm; Tue 11pm; Wed 2pm; Fri 5pm & 11pm.   
 
EXERCISE HORIZONS — Mon, Wed, Fri 10:30am; Tue & Thu 2:30pm. 
 
EXPLORING THE WORLD OF MUSIC: MUSIC AND MEMORY — Explore basic elements of music and 
how  music is an expression of culture.  Mon 9:30pm; Fri 2:30pm; Thu 10:30am.   
 
FIT FOR DUTY: PLYOMETRIC DRILLS — An exercise program spanning several disciplines, such as 
kickboxing, Pilates, aerobics, weight training, and more.  Produced by The Pentagon Channel.  Mon & 
Wed 12pm; Tue & Thu 8am.   
 
FRONTLINE FIREFIGHTER — Sun 10pm; Mon through Fri 9am; Mon, Wed, & Fri 1pm; Thu 11pm.   
 
FUZION FITNESS — Mon & Wed 11am; Tue & Thu 3pm; Fri 11am. 
 
GEOGRAPHY IN U.S. HISTORY — Wed 5pm.   
 
GROWING OLD IN A NEW AGE — Tue 5pm; Wed & Fri 6pm; Thu & Sat 7pm.   
 
HOMEBOUND EXERCISE — Mon, Wed, Fri 10am; Tue & Thu 2pm. 
 
HOW IN THE WORLD — Mon, Wed, & Fri 9:30am; Mon & Sat 6:30pm; Thu 11:30pm.   
 
HUMAN GEOGRAPHY — Thu 10pm.   
 



 
IMAGES OF AMERICA: CITY — Tue & Fri 10:30pm; Thu 3:30pm.   
 
JURY ORIENTATION — A helpful guide for anyone called to jury duty.  Sun 8pm; Mon 8am & 8pm; Wed, 
Fri & Sat 8am.   
 
LEARNING MATH — Thu 9:30pm.   
 
MATH MONSTERS — Thu 5:15pm.   
 
MEET THE AUTHOR: SHARON DRAPER — Tue & Fri 10pm.   
 
MONEYTRACK — Wed 3:30pm.   
 
NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART: DAVID SMITH, AMERICAN SCULPTOR, 1906 - 1965 — Learn about 
the artist and his methods through reminiscences by his daughters and conversations with fellow artists.  
Tue & Thu 6:30am.   
 
READ-ALEE-DEED-ALEE — Thu 4:45pm.   
 
REAL VIRGINIA — Sun 9:30pm.   
 
SHAMU TV — Thu 4pm.   
 
SIGNING TIME: MY FAVORITE SEASON — An introduction to American Sign Language for children.  
Mon & Wed 12:30pm; Tue & Thu 8:30am.   
 
TECH SAVVY GIRLS — Sun 11pm.   
 
THE 4ORCE —   Sun 10:30pm.   
 
THE ELECTRIC GUITAR: ITS MAKERS AND ITS PLAYERS — Thu 5pm.   
 
THE MATH DUDE — Thu 4:30pm.   
 
THE PATH TO ENERGY EFFICIENCY — Sun 8:30pm; Mon 8:30am & 8:30pm; Wed, Fri & Sat 8:30am.   
 
THE WHOLE CHILD CAREGIVER GUIDE: IT'S THE LITTLE THINGS — Mon & Wed 11:30am; Tue & 
Thu 7:30am.   
 
THE WORLD OF ABNORMAL PSYCHOLOGY: AN OUNCE OF PREVENTION — See how people with 
diagnosed psychological disorders actually behave.  Case studies, enriched with commentary from 
experts, help demystify the biological, psychological, and environmental causes of dysfunctional behavior.  
Mon 11pm; Tue & Fri 12pm & 4pm; Thu 12pm.   
 
THE WORLD OF CHEMISTRY: CARBON — Mon 9pm;  Fri 2pm; Thu 10am.   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
VIRGINIA BEACH TELEVISION – COX 46 / VERIZON 46 

 
General information about the City of Virginia Beach, plus current events and late-breaking news of 
interest to local citizens, cablecasts 24 hours a day with audio provided by NOAA Weather radio.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit our web site at 
www.VBgov.com/VBTV 

 
For more information regarding VBTV programming please contact the Multimedia Services Division at 385-1868 or 
multimedia@vbgov.com 

  

http://www.vbgov.com/VBTV
mailto:multimedia@vbgov.com
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