
City Manager’s Update

With the upcoming election just four days away, here is 

information from the Voter Registrar’s Office that’s worth 

sharing with our friends and neighbors so they can be prepared 

for Election Day. 

 Verify your voter registration and polling 

location on the state’s Department of Elections site, 

https://vote.elections.virginia.gov/VoterInformation.  

 The polls will be open from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 8. 

 Yes, everyone needs a photo 

ID to vote in Virginia. Several types are 

acceptable, including a Virginia driver’s license, 

military ID, any photo ID issued by the federal, 

state or local government, U.S. passport or 

passport card, valid student photo ID from any 

institution of higher education in Virginia, DMV-

issued photo ID, naturalization certificate or tribal 

enrollment ID. Check out this Voter Identification 

Chart. 

 It’s a long ballot this year. It includes votes for president, vice president, U.S. 

House of Representatives, Mayor, City Council, School Board, two state constitutional 

amendments and an advisory city referendum on light rail. See a sample ballot here. 

 Virginia Beach introduced new paper ballot machines last year. To see how 

they work, watch this brief video. 

 Black and White Cabs of Virginia Beach will give senior citizens free 

rides to the polls on Tuesday in Virginia Beach. The offer is open to any registered voter over 60 

who do not have their own transportation to the polls. Those interested should call Senior 

Services at (757) 963-9218 by noon on Monday, Nov. 7. Taxis will wait while voters cast their 

ballot and riders will be asked to sign a voucher, but not pay. 

For more information, visit the General Registrar’s home page or contact (757) 385-8683, 

voter@vbgov.com.  

https://vote.elections.virginia.gov/VoterInformation
http://www.elections.virginia.gov/Files/CastYourBallot/VotingInPerson/VoterIdentificationChart.pdf
http://www.elections.virginia.gov/Files/CastYourBallot/VotingInPerson/VoterIdentificationChart.pdf
https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/voter-registrar/Documents/Sample%20Ballots%20pdf%20files%20only/2016/Full%202016%20Ballot.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HsVWui8Bxdo
https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/voter-registrar/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:voter@vbgov.com


One of the biggest and best Veterans Day parades in the area 

will take place on Friday, Nov. 11, hosted by the Hampton 

Roads Council of Veterans Organizations (HRCVO). 

Starting at 9 a.m. at 16
th

 Street and Atlantic Avenue, more than

100 units with multiple components will march or perform 

during the annual parade ending at the Tidewater Veterans 

Memorial at 19
th

 Street, across from the Virginia Beach

Convention Center.  

Immediately following the parade, a formal ceremony will be 

held at the Tidewater Veterans Memorial. This service will 

include military and civilian honors to the Veterans. 

Afterwards, there will be a luncheon at the DoubleTree Hotel. 

For more information, contact Mike Maliniak, HRCVO 

President, at (757) 467-9017 or Al Tase, Vice President, at 

(757) 636-9190.

Properties damaged by Hurricane Matthew may qualify for a partial real estate tax abatement 

if the homeowners cannot live in or use the property for at least thirty days. The tax abatement 

will be effective Oct. 1, 2016 until Jan. 1, 2017, unless notice is given that the property is still 

unfit for occupancy on Jan. 1, 2017, and will be limited to the value of the structure only. 

Owners of the property must apply for this tax abatement by filling out the form posted on the 

Real Estate Assessor’s Office page on VBgov.com, or calling (757) 385-4601 to receive an 

application form by mail, email or fax. Applications must be submitted using this form by: 

email: assessors@vbgov.com; fax: (757) 385-5727; regular mail or in-person delivery to the Real 

Estate Assessor’s Office (2424 Courthouse Dr., Bldg. 18, Rm. 247.) 

An event is being planned to kick off construction of the I-64/I-264 ramp improvements, 

which include adding a second exit lane on westbound I-64 and the widening of the ramp 

from westbound I-64 to eastbound I-264. VDOT is working on the details. 

https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/real-estate-assessor/tax-relief-programs
mailto:assessors@vbgov.com


At the National Recreation and Park Association’s annual conference 

in St. Louis, MO, Director of Parks and Recreation Michael Kalvort, 

CPRE, was selected by his peers as the 2017 NRPA Administrators 

Network Chair. The Administrators Network works alongside the 

NRPA Board of Directors to provide education, webinars, ongoing 

meetings and think-tanks to the nation’s top parks and recreation agency 

leaders in federal-state-county-local and special district governments, 

and in private and voluntary agencies. The Network has a membership of 

several hundred professionals and works cooperatively with other 

organizations to improve parks and recreation amenities and programs. 

Michael has been active of the NRPA since 1995 and is currently serving on the Virginia 

Recreation and Park Society State Board. 

James Giangregorio, teen services coordinator for Virginia Beach 

Public Library, has won the Virginia Library Association’s first-ever 

"Up and Comer" Award. The new award acknowledges a Virginia 

librarian who shows leadership early in his or her career. Giangregorio 

was recognized for his accomplishments in leading teen services and 

programs at VBPL and for his forward-thinking nature.  

In advance of the opening of the newly completed westbound 

span of the Lesner Bridge to traffic, the Department of Public 

Works has planned a “walkover” for pedestrians, bicyclists and 

the public this coming Sunday, Nov. 6, from 2 to 4 p.m. Those 

who will be walking across the bridge should congregate at the 

right-of-way at the east end of the bridge between Page Avenue 

and Shore Drive. Special parking will not be provided; attendees 

should plan accordingly. For more information, contact Drew 

Lankford, (757) 385-8062. 



The Virginia Beach Fire Department and Emergency Medical Services held their annual 

Fallen Firefighter and EMS Provider Memorial Service on Friday, Oct. 28, honoring the 

sacrifices of our fallen firefighters and EMS providers. Mayor William D. Sessoms, Jr. and 

Chief Steven Cover provided remarks. 

Among those honored this year is late District 

Chief Paul Pokorski, Jr., who died of acute 

lymphoblastic leukemia due to long term 

occupational exposure of carcinogens from 

smoke. It is only in the last six to eight years that 

researchers have recognized the carcinogenic 

hazards firefighters are subject to at a fire scene. 

Consequently, deaths like Chief Pokorski’s ar e 

now considered line-of-duty deaths. After 

volunteering for the VB FD for three years, he 

was hired by the fire department in 1973. Paul is 

remembered for his 34 years of hard work and 

dedicated service. He retired in 2007 and died 

just two years later at the age of 54. 

In today’s digital age, when 62% of Americans browse the 

Internet while watching TV and mobile online access is 

surpassing traditional desktop usage, it’s imperative to rethink 

our marketing strategies. At the National Recreation and 

Park Association’s annual conference, Parks & Recreation 

Director, Michael Kalvort, CPRE, and Jessica Ireland, 

marketing supervisor, presented a class entitled, “Marketing in 

the Digital Age.” The presentation was selected as one of 10 

classes to be videotaped for parks and recreation professionals 

throughout the nation. It was designed to help industry 

professionals better understand the digital landscape and 

today’s marketing strategies, and highlighted how Virginia 

Beach is using these marketing methods to increase awareness among a broader audience and 

drive revenue, while making the budget go farther.  

The session filled every seat, attracting over 375 attendees, and garnered a great deal of positive 

feedback from fellow professionals in the audience. Members of the 2017 program committee 

have already reached out to Michael and Jessica to gauge their interest in presenting next year. 



   

 

 

 

Chief Information Officer Matt Arvay and recent 

Information Technology department projects are 

featured in Toggle magazine, a quarterly business-

to-business technology trade journal. The article 

gives an overview of the City’s transoceanic subsea 

cable project, the Next Generation Network and 

some of the new teams that have been built within 

the IT department to help further the City’s 

technology initiatives. Visit www.togglemag.com to 

read the story online. The article will also be 

included in the magazine’s hard copy edition next month. Here is a digital version of that.  

 

 

 

Halloween brought a very special opportunity for children in the Sherwood Lakes and Lake 

Edward communities: trick-or-treating with a horse dressed as Batman. MPOs Joel Gough and 

Michael Reichert with the Virginia Beach Police Department’s Mounted Unit went door-to-

door with several groups of children who had a wonderful time. 

 

The Mounted Unit operates full-time and year-round. 

Officers on horseback assist in maintaining public safety 

while improving the department’s community 

engagement primarily through search and rescue, 

proactive law enforcement, crowd management, 

ceremonial functions and public outreach.  

 

 

The positive response from the citizens in both neighborhoods was overwhelming – in particular 

the Sherwood Lakes community which was hit hard by Hurricane Matthew. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.togglemag.com/case-studies/matt-arvay-virginia-beach-virginia/
http://html5.pagesuite-professional.co.uk/desktop/stage/default.aspx?pubname=&edid=6108e64e-08d4-4ff9-952c-5555996d1b3d


   

 

 

Impressive tourism numbers were on the menu this past Wednesday as Convention and Visitors 

Bureau Director Brad Van Dommelen delivered his first State of Tourism in Virginia Beach 

address during a luncheon at the Virginia Beach Convention Center. Speaking to an audience of 

more than 215 tourism, 

city, state and community 

leaders, Van Dommelen 

shared some insight gained 

during his first seven 

months as CVB director 

before he presented the 

2015 tourism economic impact numbers as reported by Virginia Tourism Corporation. He then 

participated in a panel discussion about destination branding and relevance along with Rita 

McClenny, President & CEO of Virginia Tourism Corporation, Bob Lander, former CEO 

of the Austin CVB and Dave Lorenz, Vice President of Travel Michigan.  

 

At the conclusion of the event, Van Dommelen announced a new initiative the CVB will 

spearhead in the coming months: DestinationNEXT. Developed by Destination Marketing 

Association International, the DestinationNEXT process will help identify gaps in stakeholder 

perceptions, gauge community and product development support, and recommend actionable 

strategies to address challenges facing the industry. 

 

 

 

 

Virginia Beach Parks & Recreation is gearing up for the cooler weather and shorter days with 

a host of events and special activities for the adventurous family or individual. 

 

  Nov. 5-6, at Princess Anne Recreation Center; 

Nov. 19-20 at Williams Farm Recreation Center | Saturdays: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sundays: 10 

a.m. to 4 p.m.  Have your photo taken with Santa! Santa's hours are Saturday: 11 a.m. to 2 

p.m.; Sunday: 1 to 4 p.m. For more information, visit www.VBgov.com/specialevents.  

 

Several events are planned at city recreation centers for citizens of all ages, such as Float-a-Rama 

on Sunday, Nov. 6, and the Friday Free Family Movie Night on Nov. 18, both at Great Neck 

Recreation Center. For a full listing, visit www.VBgov.com/recevents. A membership or day 

pass is required. 

 

Registration for adult basketball and coed volleyball will take place Nov. 7-21. Games will be 

played January through March 2017. For more information, visit www.VBgov.com/sports. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.vbgov.com/specialevents
http://www.vbgov.com/recevents
http://www.vbgov.com/sports


   

 

 

 

 

♦ October 25, 2016 – Copy of a letter from Neil Norris, assistant director of HR & Risk 

Management for the Western Virginia Water Authority, regarding chain saw safety 

training. 

  

♦ October 26, 2016 – Copy of a letter from Ruth D. Hill, executive director of The Healing 

Place of Hampton Roads, regarding The Healing Place of Hampton Roads. 

  

♦ October 26, 2016 – Copy of a letter from Steven P. Settlage, president of Eagle 

Construction of VA, LLC, regarding recent flooding in Ranier Village at Ashville Park. 

  

♦ November 1, 2016 – Copy of a letter to the On-line Home Sharing Economy Ad Hoc 

Committee from Robert Matthias, assistant to the City Manager, regarding on-line rental 

platforms. 

  

♦ November 1, 2016 – Copy of a letter to Governor Terry McAuliffe from Sharon Bulova, 

chairman of the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors, and Sandra S. Evans, chair of the 

Fairfax County School Board, regarding the impending increase in VRS rates and state 

funding for salary increases for teachers and other instructional personnel. 

  

♦ November 1, 2016 – Copy of a letter to the members of the Urban Crescent Initiative on 

K-12 Education Funding from Sharon Bulova, chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 

Supervisors, and Sandra S. Evans, chair of the Fairfax County School Board, regarding 

the impending increase in VRS rates and state funding for salary increases for teachers 

and other instructional personnel. 

  

♦ Virginia Beach Television (VBTV) Program Schedule | Nov. 6 through Nov. 12. 

 

 

 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore  

more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

 

 



Best personal regards, 

WESTERN VIRGINIA 

WATER AUTHORITY 

 

October 25, 2016 

FLEET, RISK, & SAFETY 

Mr. James Spore 
City Manager 
City of Virginia Beach 
MunjofiSal Center City Hall Building #1 
2401 Courthouse Drive 
Virginia Beach, VA 23456 

OCT 3 1 2016 

Dear Mr. Spore: 

Western Virginia Water Authority. Roanoke County, the City of Roanoke, Vinton, Salem, 
Lynchburg and Bedford... 

Employees from these municipalities traveled to Roanoke to attend chain saw safety training 
classes over the course of three days in September 2016. Safety doesn't happen by accident. 
Because of (Herb Maher, Gary Umphlett, Michael Barlow, Sean Hendricks, Shawn Hopson 
and John Thomas) 60 municipal workers are now more prepared to work safely in the field. 

It is said that a successful person knows that his or her achievement depends on a community of 
persons working together. We could not achieve this training without the participation of these 
knowledgeable instructors. Each instructor brings his own teaching style and unique perspective 
to the training with the goal of preparing chain saw users to be cautious and remain safe. We are 
grateful to you for recognizing that regional partnerships are the key to developing a safer and 
more efficient workforce in the Commonwealth. 

The Roanoke Regional Public Works Academy and the Western Virginia Water Authority would 
like to continue this training on an annual basis. Furthermore, we'd like to invite you to attend one 
of these training sessions to witness first-hand the positive interaction and the impact of the 
instruction. 

Thank you for allowing this partnership to continue to grow and allowing us to cultivate safety. 
The Virginia Beach chain saw training crew is clearly "a cut above." 

Neil Norris 
Assistant Director HR & Risk Management 

cc: 	Regina Hilliard 
Steve Cover 
Michael Kalvort 
James Cervera 
Phil Davenport 
Will Sessoms 
Herb Maher 

Our Mission Is Clear 

601 S. Jefferson Street,  Suite 210 • VA 2401 1-241 4 
540-283-2957  • www.westernvawater.org  



Dave Hanse 

City M. ger 

2 	Courthouse DR 

irginia Beach, VA 23456 

THE HEALING PLACE 
OF HAMPTON ROADS 

OCT 3 1 2016 

October 26, 2016 

Dear Mr. Hansen, 

On behalf of board of directors of The Healing Place of Hampton Roads, I would like to thank you again 

for providing your insights, vision and support for our mission. The Healing Place is a residential 

substance abuse program that ends homelessness and establishes self-sufficiency. The Healing Place of 

Hampton Roads will be a non-medical recovery and rehabilitation facility where homeless individuals 

with alcohol and other drug addictions can recover and lead self-sufficient lives in permanent housing. 

As an update, the need is still very real in Hampton Roads. The 2016 Point in Time count shows that 

there continues to be a gap for homeless individuals with substance abuse receiving services. We 

estimate that 2/3 of homeless individuals need recovery services for alcohol and drug addiction. 

Additionally, there is a drug overdose epidemic in Virginia. Prescription opioid deaths are a significant 

cause of injury and death in Virginia accounting for at least 55.5% of all drug/poison deaths in 2014. 

There was a 94% increase in heroin fatalities in Hampton Roads in 2014. Hampton Roads has the second 

largest number of fatal heroin overdose cases in Virginia at 32.4% 

The solution remains unchanged. The Healing Place is a non-profit, peer-to-peer residential recovery 

program with proven results. The key to success is the ability to create a community in which 

participants both support each other and hold each other accountable. 65% of clients remain sober 1 

year after completing the program compared to 23% for other programs. Successful program 

participants become tax-paying citizens in our communities as opposed to being heavy utilizers of 

resources funded by taxpayer dollars. 

The THPHR facility will be modeled on the validated Healing Place programs in Wake County, North 

Carolina and in Louisville, Kentucky, and Richmond, Virginia. THPHR is positioned to execute on plans to 

establish a minimum 100-bed facility designed to end the cycle of homelessness and addiction in the 

Hampton Roads region. In order to build, staff, and maintain these facilities, we seek to raise $8-10 

Million in the Capital Campaign. 

Approximately $220,000 will provide 20 participants a "sobering up bed" 365 days per year. It will cost 

an average of $30/day to serve a homeless person with an addiction at The Healing Place compared to 

$78/day in one of the region's jails. An average Emergency Medical Transport costs $527 and the 

Emergency room visit costs over $700/day. 

THPHR has received financial contributions from Virginia Beach, Norfolk, and Portsmouth. Both Obici 

Healthcare and Hampton Roads Community Foundation have provided multi-year funding for planning 

purposes. A capital contribution in FY 2015/16 came from the City of Poquoson and it being held until 
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Ruth D. Hill 

Executive Director 

The Honorable James Gray 

Chair 

the site is purchased. Additionally, a capital pledge has been received from Sentara Healthcare 

Foundation. There are no current pending locality funding requests for FY 2016/17. Predevelopment 

activities that will provide decision-makers the opportunity to identify and assess potential 

infrastructure projects and modifications to existing infrastructure buildings, and to advance those 

projects from the conceptual phase to actual construction are planned. THPHR is working with several 

localities to identify a site for the first phase of the project. 

Finally, new board members were elected to the board including former VA Congress-woman and state 

delegate, Thelma Drake, Frank Heath, Carolyn Weems, Christina Goode and Gina Pitrone.  

The board of directors from The Healing Place of Hampton Roads is committed to the mission of 

providing much needed peer recovery services for the citizens of Hampton Roads in a safe and 

productive environment for persons with substance use disorder to change their lives. Thank you again 

for your generous support of and interest in our efforts to move The Healing Place of Hampton Roads 

from concept to reality. We look forward to sharing our progress with you. 
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November 1, 2016 
 
On-line Home Sharing Economy Ad Hoc Committee 
 
Dear Ad Hoc Committee Members: 
 
Congratulations on the tremendous amount of work that we accomplished together on the issue of 
On-line Rental Platforms. I believe Council is very appreciative of the effort you put into this task. 
Candace Jenkins previously sent you the final recommendations, but as requested I want to lay out 
the path forward: 
 

• November 1st - Mr. Dresher gave a presentation to the Council on your recommendations. 
 

• November 7th1:00 p.m., House Room 1, Capitol Building: The Workgroup on Short Term 
Rentals of the Housing Study Commission will be meeting. Their agenda is not yet 
available. 

 
• November 15th - Council will consider, and hopefully adopt, a Resolution supporting the 

recommendations to the General Assembly of the Ad Hoc Committee, and submit those to 
the General Assembly. 

 
• December 15th 10 a.m., House Room C, General Assembly Building - The Full Virginia 

Housing Study Commission will consider the recommendations from the Workgroup and 
make recommendations to the General Assembly. I expect that there will be at least two 
Bills introduced in the 2017 Session of the General Assembly. One Sponsored by Delegate 
Peace, who supported the Airbnb position during the last session, and other Bills that would 
better reflect Local Governments desires.  

 
As more information on these meetings becomes available, I will forward them to you. 
 

Sincerely, 

  

Robert Matthias 
Assistant to the City Manager 
 
cc: David L. Hansen, City Manager 

OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER 
(757) 385-4242 
FAX (757) 427-5626 
 

MUNICIPAL CENTER 
BUILDING 1 

2401 COURTHOUSE DRIVE 
VIRGINIA BEACH, VA 23456-9001 

 



COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 

County of Fairfax 
SHARON BULOVA 

CHAIRMAN 
FAIRFAX COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

12000 GOVERNMENT CENTER PKWY, SUITE 530 
FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA 22035-0071 

TELEPHONE: 703/324-2321 

SANDRA S. EVANS 
CHAIR 

FAIRFAX COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD 
8115 GATEHOUSE ROAD, SUITE 5400 

FALLS CHURCH, VIRGINIA 22042 
TELEPHONE: 571/423-1075 

November 1, 2016 

The Honorable Terence R. McAuliffe 
Governor of Virginia 
P.O. Box 1475 
Richmond, VA 23218 

Dear Governor McAuliffe, 

On behalf of the Fairfax County School Board and the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors, we are writing 
to you about two issues of critical importance - the impending increase in Virginia Retirement System 
(VRS) rates and state funding for salary increases for teachers and other instructional personnel. 

We would like to begin by thanking you again for making K-12 a top priority of your Administration, and 
for prioritizing state funding for public education in the 2016-2018 biennium budget. Your advocacy for 
restoration of Cost of Competing Adjustment (COCA) funding for school support positions was particularly 
appreciated, as it recognizes the higher salaries required in Northern Virginia to attract and retain highly 
qualified staff. We also appreciate your efforts earlier this month to minimize the impacts of additional 
state funding cuts on local governments and school divisions in FY 2017, as the Commonwealth addresses 
its recent funding shortfall. As you prepare your 2016-2018 biennium budget amendments for the 2017 
General Assembly (GA), we would like you to consider two items that would provide significant positive 
benefits to localities and school systems throughout Virginia. 

First, we urge you to consider returning VRS payment schedules to the statutory timeline set in 2012, which 
would bring VRS rate contributions to 100 percent of the full actuarial rate in FY 2019, rather than 
proceeding with the accelerated schedule approved by the 2016 GA. As you know, in 2012 the 
Commonwealth adopted a plan to address chronic shortfalls in VRS funding, which included a specific 
timeline for implementation. VRS rates in FY 2017 and FY 2018 were to be based on 90 percent of the 
full VRS actuarial rate, and were required to move to 100 percent of that rate in FY 2019. This long-term 
schedule allowed localities and school divisions to include that timeline in budget planning. However, due 
to projections of available resources and a state revenue picture that seemed to be improving, the 2016
2018 biennium budget accelerated the adoption of the 100 percent actuarial rate by one year to FY 2018. 

Unfortunately, local governments are facing the same economic challenges the Commonwealth is 
experiencing, and we anticipate that the accelerated increase in VRS rates in FY 2018 will cost Fairfax 
County Public Schools (FCPS) over $25 million. Allowing that rate increase to revert to the original 
schedule would make it easier for both localities and the state to balance their budgets in FY 2018. Such a 
change would reduce the state's required expenditures by $71 million. Importantly, it would do nothing to 
change the Commonwealth's already adopted and shared strong statutory commitment to ensuring the 
future solvency of the state's retirement system for all of our employees. To continue to address VRS 
solvency, we would also encourage you to consider ways to pay down the remaining unfunded liabilities 



The Honorable Terence R. McAuliffe 
November 1, 2016 
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in the teacher retirement pool if opportunities arise, as was done for the state employee pool in 2016. Such 
an action would help improve the system's solvency, reduce required contribution rates, and mitigate 
additional costs to the Commonwealth and localities. 

Secondly, while we understand that the difficulties facing the state due to lower than expected revenues 
present a significant challenge, it is our hope that the Commonwealth will be able to provide the anticipated 
funding for salary increases for teachers and other instructional personnel throughout the state. Because 
local governments and school divisions have to consider and adopt local spending plans prior to the state 
finalizing its own revenue projections and budget, school division budgets for FY 2017 and school division 
budget planning for FY 2018 were both predicated on the availability of budgeted state salary funds. 
Though there was a revenue contingency clause in the state's budget language, state revenues did not appear 
likely to trigger that contingency language at the time local budget decisions were being made. 

In Fairfax County, the state funding expected for the partial year FY 2017 salary increase totals $4.4 million, 
and full year funding in FY 2018 would be $7.8 million. Because of our Local Composite Index and 
shortcomings in Virginia's education funding formulas, this state funding represents only a small fraction 
of the true cost of providing a two percent salary increase in Fairfax; the full year cost is over $40 million, 
so that $7.8 million covers less than 20 percent of the total cost of local implementation. However, the 
state contribution is an important part of the equation, and the Fairfax County School Board relied in part 
on the incentive offered by the state in deciding to implement pay raises in FY 2017. 

The adoption of the 2016-2018 biennium budget was an encouraging step in beginning to improve state 
funding for K-12, and your unwavering support for public education was a critical part of that effort. We 
certainly understand the fiscal challenges facing the Commonwealth, and we look forward to continuing to 
work with you to craft solutions that ensure adequate and appropriate state funding for educating our 
children. 

Cc: Members, Fairfax County Board of Supervisors 
Members, Fairfax County School Board 
Edward L. Long, Jr., County Executive 
Dr. Karen Garza, Superintendent, FCPS 
Michael Molloy, Director of Government Relations, FCPS 
Claudia Arko, Legislative Director 

Sincerely, 

Sharon Bulova 
Chairman 
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors 

Sandra S. Evans 
Chair 
Fairfax County School Board 



COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 

County of Fairfax 
SHARON BULOVA 

CHAIRMAN 
FAIRFAX COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

12000 GOVERNMENT CENTER PKWY, SUITE 530 
FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA 22035-0071 

TELEPHONE: 703/324-2321 

SANDRA S. EVANS 
CHAIR 

FAIRFAX COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD 
8115 GATEHOUSE ROAD, SUITE 5400 

FALLS CHURCH, VIRGINIA 22042 
TELEPHONE: 571/423-1075 

November 1, 2016 

Dear Members of the Urban Crescent Initiative on K-12 Education Funding, 

On behalf of the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors and School Board, we are writing to you about two 
issues of critical importance to all of our local governments and school divisions - the impending increase 
in Virginia Retirement System (VRS) rates and state funding for salary increases for teachers and other 
instructional personnel. 

Last year, all of us worked together to advocate for increased state funding for K-12 education. As a result 
of those efforts, as you know, the 2016 General Assembly (GA) took an important step forward by 
substantially increasing funding for public education in the 2016-2018 biennium budget. Though the 
Commonwealth's chronic underfunding ofK-12 over many years made it unlikely that a permanent solution 
could be enacted in one legislative session, we made essential progress. 

Unfortunately, the sudden and unexpected revenue shortfall that the state experienced at the end of FY 2016 
has affected budget projections for FY 2017 and FY 2018. Because of that, one important component of 
the increased state funding - the state's share of a two percent salary increase for teachers and other 
instructional personnel - will not go forward as planned. This creates a particular challenge as local 
governments and school divisions have to adopt their budgets, and make decisions about compensation, 
prior to any state adjustments; though there was a revenue contingency clause in the state's budget language, 
state revenues did not appear likely to trigger that language at the time local budget decisions were being 
made. Additionally, due to a state revenue picture that seemed to be improving, the 2016-2018 biennium 
budget included a provision accelerating a significant increase in Virginia Retirement System (VRS) rates 
(the rates were scheduled to be funded at 90 percent of the actuarial rates for FY 2018, increasing to 100 
percent of actuarial rates in FY 2019 - the budget requires the 100 percent funding rate to go into effect in 
FY 2018). 

Fairfax County is facing the same economic challenges the Commonwealth is experiencing, and we are 
sure that is the case for many of your localities as well. As a result, potentially losing the state's portion of 
the salary increase for school employees, coupled with the major increase in required local expenditures for 
VRS, is creating challenges for us both in the current fiscal year and in our planning for FY 2018. The 
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors and School Board have jointly signed a letter to Governor McAuliffe, 
which we have attached for your information, asking him to consider returning VRS payment schedules to 
the statutory timeline originally set in 2012, bringing VRS rate contributions to 100 percent of the full 
actuarial rate in FY 2019 rather than proceeding with the accelerated schedule approved by the 2016 GA. 
Such a change provides the added benefit of making it easier for the state to balance its budget in FY 2018, 
as it would reduce the state's required expenditures by $71 million. The letter also urges the Governor to 
seek solutions to allow the Commonwealth to provide the anticipated funding for salary increases for 
teachers and other instructional personnel throughout the state. 
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on K-12 Education Funding 
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The coalition we all formed last year was critically important to our successes, so we are writing to 
encourage you to consider sending similar letters to the Governor; we may eventually want to reach out to 
our GA members as well. Though the state is struggling with lower than expected revenues at present, its 
obligation to adequately and appropriately fund K-12 education has not changed; in fact, as we all know, 
our obligations to fund our school systems are not lessened during economically challenging times, and we 
often have to make tough choices to ensure we are providing a high quality public education. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this vital matter. We in Fairfax County look forward to continuing 
to work with you to ensure the Commonwealth provides the funding necessary to educate our youngest 
Virginians. 

Cc: Members, Fairfax County Board of Supervisors 
Members, Fairfax County School Board 
Edward L. Long, Jr., County Executive 
Dr. Karen Garza, Superintendent, FCPS 
Michael Molloy, Director of Government Relations, FCPS 
Claudia Arko, Legislative Director 

Sincerely, 

Sharon Bulova 
Chairman 
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors 

Sandra S. Evans 
Chair 
Fairfax County School Board 



VIRGINIA BEACH TELEVISION 
Cox Cable Channels 46, 47 & 48 

Verizon Cable Channels 46, 47 & 45 
 

PROGRAM SCHEDULE 
NOVEMBER 6 – NOVEMBER 12, 2016 

 
VIRGINIA BEACH TELEVISION provides locally produced and other specialty programming to support 
the mission of the Virginia Beach Municipal Government and the Virginia Beach City Public School 
System.  Program listings reflect expected airtimes but may be preempted by public meetings, hearings, 
and special events.  
 

 e~Streaming is available at http://www.vbgov.com/media/pages/live-videos.aspx for all LIVE public 

sessions of Virginia Beach City Council and Planning Commission meetings, archives of previous 
meetings, and original VBTV programming.  LIVE meetings and previous sessions of the Virginia Beach 
City School Board can be accessed at http://www.vbschools.com/schoolboard/streaming. 

 
PUBLIC MEETINGS 

 

 VIRGINIA BEACH CITY COUNCIL MEETING (Cox 48 / Verizon 45) — Recablecast of the 

November 1 meeting: Sun 9am; Thu 7pm; Fri 9am. 
 

 VIRGINIA BEACH CITY PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING (Cox 48 / Verizon 45) — LIVE: Wed 

12pm.  Recablecast: Thu 9am.  Also Recablecast on Cox 47 / Verizon 47, Fri 7pm. 
 

 VIRGINIA BEACH CITY SCHOOL BOARD MEETING (Cox 47 / Verizon 47) — Recablecast of the 

November 1 meeting: Mon 2pm; Wed 7pm; Sat 9am. 

 
VIRGINIA BEACH TELEVISION – COX 48 / VERIZON 45 

 
A BIOGRAPHY OF AMERICA: AMERICA AT ITS CENTENNIAL — View history as a living narrative 
rather than a series of irrefutable facts to be memorized.  Prominent historians present America's story as 
something that is best understood from a variety of perspectives.  Sun 5am; Tue & Thu 11am; Fri 12am.   
 
A HISTORY OF THE U.S. CONSTITUTION: THE CONSTITUTION SURVIVES — Learn how the 
Constitution has protected the American people from abuses of power and tyranny and has empowered 
them to excel in art, literature, science, and technology.  Sun 4:30pm; Tue & Sat 9:30am; Wed 6:30am & 
4:30pm.   
 
A PLACE OF OUR OWN: POTTY TRAINING — Insight and advice for solving issues related to parenting 
and child rearing.  Sun 9pm; Mon 8am & 3pm; Thu 12am; Fri 3pm.   
 
AGAINST ALL ODDS: DESCRIBING RELATIONSHIPS — Discover statisitical solutions to the puzzles 
of everyday life.  Learn how data collection and manipulation - paired with intelligent judgement and 
common sense - can lead to more informed decision making.  Sun 6am; Tue & Thu 12pm; Fri 1am.   
 
AMERICAN CINEMA: FILM IN THE TELEVISION AGE — Explore film history and American culture 
through the eyes of Hollywood insiders.  Sun 10pm; Mon 9am & 4pm; Thu 1am; Fri 4pm.   
 
BRIDGING WORLD HISTORY: IDEAS SHAPE THE WORLD — Explore global patterns through time, 
seeing history as an integrated whole.  Sun 5:30am; Tue & Thu 11:30am; Fri 12:30am.   
 
CHECK THE TECH — Produced by students at the Virginia Beach Technical & Career Education Center 
to report on the school's programs and activities.    Mon 2am, 1pm & 11pm; Tue & Thu 7am; Wed 2am, 
1pm & 8pm; Fri 8pm; Sat 7am, 1pm & 11pm.   

http://www.vbgov.com/media/pages/live-videos.aspx
http://www.vbgov.com/media/pages/live-videos.aspx
http://www.vbschools.com/schoolboard/streaming
http://www.vbgov.com/media/pages/videos.aspx?category=17
http://www.vbgov.com/media
http://www.vbschools.com/schoolboard/streaming


 
DEMOCRACY IN AMERICA - CIVIL LIBERTIES: SAFEGUARDING THE INDIVIDUAL — Sun 8:30am; 
Mon, Tue, Wed & Fri 2:30pm; Thu 11:30pm.   
 
ESSENTIAL SCIENCE FOR TEACHERS: WHEN CONTINENTS COLLIDE — Sun 1pm; Fri 8am; Sat 
2pm.   
 
ETHICS IN AMERICA: DOES DOCTOR KNOW BEST? — Explore ethical dilemmas in legal, political, 
corporate, and military arenas through panel discussions with community leaders.  Sun & Tue 1am; Mon 
& Sat 7pm; Wed 10pm; Thu 9am & 4pm; Fri 6am.   
 
FOCUS NNS — Explore current events at Newport News Shipbuilding.  Sun 8:30pm; Mon 7:30am; Tue & 
Fri 11:30pm; Wed 10:30am; Sat 2:30am & 5:30pm.   
 
FRONTLINE FIREFIGHTER — Produced by the City of Virginia Beach Fire Department to explore 
current training trends and report news of interest to firefighters and citizens alike.  Mon 1am, 12pm & 
10pm; Tue & Thu 6am; Wed 1am, 12pm & 7pm; Fri 7pm; Sat 6am, 12pm & 10pm.   
 
GROWING OLD IN A NEW AGE: LEARNING, MEMORY, AND SPEED OF BEHAVIOR — A realistic 
and positive picture of older adults challenges the common misconceptions and fears that surround the 
aging process.  Sun & Thu 2pm; Fri 1pm.   
 

 HOW IN THE WORLD — Join Pilot Lindy aboard the Airship Curiosity and learn about flame working; 

how K-9 officers are trained; and watch Professor Omnibus make a chicken in a cup.  Sun 7pm; Mon 
6am; Tue 10pm; Wed 9am; Thu 6:30pm; Fri 10pm; Sat 1am & 4pm.   
 
HUMAN GEOGRAPHY: WATER IS FOR FIGHTING OVER — Economic and cultural geography are 
combined to explore the relationships between humans and their natural environment, and to track the 
broad social patterns that shape human societies.  Sun 7am; Tue & Thu 1pm; Fri 2am.   
 
INSIDE THE GLOBAL ECONOMY: PROTECTIONISM VS. FREE TRADE — Sun & Tue 12am; Mon & 
Sat 6pm; Wed 9pm; Thu 8am & 3pm; Fri 5am.   
 
KENNEDY CENTER PERFORMING ARTS: STEFON HARRIS AND BLACKOUT — Heralded as "one 
of the most important young artists in jazz," Harris leads students through exercises designed to develop 
a heightened awareness of jazz while learning the art of active listening and how to interpret music.  Sun 
& Tue 2am; Mon & Sat 8pm; Wed 11pm; Thu 10am & 5pm; Fri 7am.   
 
LEARNING MATH: CYCLIC FUNCTIONS — Designed for elementary and middle school teachers, and 
organized according to standards developed by the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics, this 
series explores topics in measurement, number operations, statistics, geometry, and algebra.   Sun 
6:30am; Tue & Thu 12:30pm; Fri 1:30am.   
 
MATH MONSTERS — Designed for pre-kindergarten children, this animated series provides an amusing 
and enlightening introduction to mathematical concepts.  Sun 4:15pm; Tue & Sat 9:15am; Wed 6:15am & 
4:15pm.   
 
MEET THE AUTHOR: COKIE ROBERTS — Sun 8am; Mon, Tue, Wed & Fri 2pm; Thu 11pm.   
 
MOM ALWAYS SAID: HEALTHY EATING — Discussion between real moms with real experiences and 
real tips on raising a family.  Mon 12:30am, 11:30am & 9:30pm; Tue & Thu 5:30am; Wed 12:30am & 
6:30pm; Fri 6:30pm; Sat 5:30am, 11:30am & 9:30pm.   
 
MONEYTRACK: TAKING CONTROL OF YOUR ONLINE INVESTMENTS — Learn how to make your 
money work for you, and keep your investments on track so you can retire in style and enjoy the good life.  
Sun 9:30pm; Mon 8:30am & 3:30pm; Thu 12:30am; Fri 3:30pm.   
 
ON THE OTHER HAND — Sun 8pm; Mon 7am; Tue & Fri 11pm; Wed 10am; Sat 2am & 5pm.   
 
 
 

http://www.vbgov.com/media


 
RAILROADS IN U.S. HISTORY — Enjoy a fresh perspective on how railroads created and shaped 
america's financial institutions, america's singular brand of capitalism and its unique way of doing 
business. The growth of American railroads from 1830 to 1930 is identical with the growth of the nation 
into the premier industrial power in the world.  Sun 5pm; Tue & Sat 10am; Wed 7am & 5pm.   
 
READ-ALEE-DEED-ALEE: CAN'T STOP THE POP — An early reading series introducing sounds and 
rhyming patterns that unlock words and the meaning of words.  Sun 3:45pm; Tue & Sat 8:45am; Wed 
5:45am & 3:45pm.   
 
REAL VIRGINIA — Agricultural news and family-oriented stories presented by the Virginia Farm Bureau.  
Mon 12:30am, 11:30am & 9:30pm; Tue & Thu 5:30am; Wed 12:30am, 11:30am & 6:30pm; Fri 6:30pm; 
Sat 5:30am, 11:30am & 9:30pm.   
 
SHAMU TV: THE RHINO STORY — How do you save the rhinoceros, a species so close to extinction? 
Learn about the hard work, dedication, and commitment needed to protect and conserve this rare animal.   
Sun 3pm; Tue & Sat 8am; Wed 5am & 3pm.   
 
TEACHING FOREIGN LANGUAGES: PERSON TO PERSON — Learn about the connection between 
the national standards for foreign language learning and current research in foreign language education.  
Sun 11:30pm; Mon 10:30am & 5:30pm; Thu 2:30am; Fri 5:30pm.   
 
THE 4ORCE — A monthly newscast featuring the latest happenings throughout  the United States 
military.    Mon 1:30am, 12:30pm & 10:30pm; Tue & Thu 6:30am; Wed 1:30am, 12:30pm & 7:30pm; Fri 
7:30pm; Sat 6:30am, 12:30pm & 10:30pm.   
 
THE HABITABLE PLANET: AGRICULTURE — Explore environmental science through a study of the 
Earth's natural systems.  Sun 11pm; Mon 10am & 5pm; Thu 2am; Fri 5pm.   
 
THE LOCKER ROOM — Weekly highlights from Virginia Beach high school football games.  Mon 
1:55pm, 9:25pm & 11:55pm; Tue 5:25am & 7:55am; Wed 12:25am, 2:55am, 1:55pm, 6:25pm & 8:55pm; 
Thu 5:25am, 7:55am & 6:25pm   
 
THE MATH DUDE: SOLVING ONE-STEP EQUATIONS — Middle and high school students can improve 
their algebra skills with these fast–paced programs devoted to Algebra I as it is taught in the classroom 
today.  Sun 3:30pm; Tue & Sat 8:30am; Wed 5:30am & 3:30pm.   
 
THE ROAD TO RECOVERY: BUILDING FAMILY RESILIENCY — Families, in their many and diverse 
forms, are central to our lives and well-being. This episode explores family and relationship factors that 
are protective and promote recovery from mental or substance use disorders.  Sun 6pm; Mon 5am; Tue & 
Fri 9pm; Wed 8am; Sat 12am & 3pm.   
 
X-POWER: REALITY PLANES — Foster the development of algebraic thinking through visualization of 
concepts rather than abstract symbolic manipulation.  Sun 4pm; Tue & Sat 9am; Wed 6am & 4pm.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
VIRGINIA BEACH TELEVISION – COX 47 / VERIZON 47 

 
A BIOGRAPHY OF AMERICA — Thu 8pm.   
 
A HISTORY OF BLACK ACHIEVEMENT IN AMERICA: A NEW AGE — Explore the contributions of 
Black Americans to have influenced our culture, enriched our society, and shaped the history of the 
United States.  Mon 10:30pm; Tue & Fri 11:30am & 3:30pm; Thu 11:30am.   
 
A HISTORY OF THE U.S. CONSTITUTION — Thu 5:30pm.   
 
A PLACE OF OUR OWN — Wed 3pm.   
 
AGAINST ALL ODDS — Thu 9pm.   
 
AMERICAN CINEMA — Wed 4pm.   
 
ART HISTORY: SURREALISM — Tue & Thu 6am.   
 
BRIDGING WORLD HISTORY — Thu 8:30pm.   
 
CHECK THE TECH — Sun 11pm.   
 
CLASSIC ARTS SHOWCASE — Enjoy the classic arts by experiencing short video clips of film and 
music.  Sat 12am through 8am, 1:30pm through 6pm, and 8pm through Sun 8pm.   
 
DEATH: A PERSONAL UNDERSTANDING: GRIEF AND BEREAVEMENT — Gain a greater 
understanding of death and dying through case studies and moving personal stories of people facing their 
own death or the death of a loved one.  Mon & Wed 11:30am; Tue & Thu 7:30am.   
 
DEMOCRACY IN AMERICA — Tue & Fri 10:30pm; Thu 3:30pm.   
 
EARTH REVEALED: EVOLUTION THROUGH TIME — Explore how scientific theories are developed 
and how our activities today affect earth's continuing evolution.  Mon 10pm; Fri 3pm; Thu 11am.   
 
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS: HOME CHEMICAL SAFETY & EMERGENCY PROCEDURES — 
Explore the importance of preparing for chemical emergencies, how to avoid them, and how to respond if 
an accident does occur.  Tue & Thu 7am.   
 
ESSENTIAL SCIENCE FOR TEACHERS — Mon 7pm; Tue 11pm; Wed 2pm; Fri 5pm & 11pm.   
 
EXERCISE HORIZONS — Mon, Wed, Fri 10:30am; Tue & Thu 2:30pm. 
 
EXPLORING THE WORLD OF MUSIC: THE TRANSFORMATIVE POWER OF MUSIC — Explore basic 
elements of music and how  music is an expression of culture.  Mon 9:30pm; Fri 2:30pm; Thu 10:30am.   
 
FIT FOR DUTY: KICKBOXING — An exercise program spanning several disciplines, such as kickboxing, 
Pilates, aerobics, weight training, and more.  Produced by The Pentagon Channel.  Mon & Wed 12pm; 
Tue & Thu 8am.   
 
FRONTLINE FIREFIGHTER — Sun 10pm; Mon through Fri 9am; Mon, Wed, & Fri 1pm; Thu 11pm.   
 
FUZION FITNESS — Mon & Wed 11am; Tue & Thu 3pm; Fri 11am. 
 
HOMEBOUND EXERCISE — Mon, Wed, Fri 10am; Tue & Thu 2pm. 
 
GROWING OLD IN A NEW AGE — Tue 5pm; Wed & Fri 6pm; Thu & Sat 7pm.   
 
HOW IN THE WORLD — Mon, Wed, & Fri 9:30am; Mon & Sat 6:30pm; Thu 11:30pm.   
 
 



 
HUMAN GEOGRAPHY — Thu 10pm.   
 
JURY ORIENTATION — A helpful guide for anyone called to jury duty.  Sun 8pm; Mon 8am & 8pm; Wed, 
Fri & Sat 8am.   
 
LEARNING MATH — Thu 9:30pm.   
 
MATH MONSTERS — Thu 5:15pm.   
 
MEET THE AUTHOR: COKIE ROBERTS — Tue & Fri 10pm.   
 
MONEYTRACK — Wed 3:30pm.   
 
NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART: JOHN F. PETO AND THE IDEA OF STILL-LIFE PAINTING — 
Explores Peto's home and studio in Island Heights, New Jersey, which reveal the artist’s temperament in 
both design and his collections of objects.    Tue & Thu 6:30am.   
 
READ-ALEE-DEED-ALEE — Thu 4:45pm.   
 
REAL VIRGINIA — Sun 9:30pm.   
 
SHAMU TV — Thu 4pm.   
 
SIGNING TIME: ABCs — An introduction to American Sign Language for children.  Mon & Wed 12:30pm; 
Tue & Thu 8:30am.   
 
TEACHING FOREIGN LANGUAGES — Wed 5:30pm.   
 
THE 4ORCE — Sun 10:30pm.   
 
THE HABITABLE PLANET — Wed 5pm.   
 
THE MATH DUDE — Thu 4:30pm.   
 
THE PATH TO ENERGY EFFICIENCY — Sun 8:30pm; Mon 8:30am & 8:30pm; Wed, Fri & Sat 8:30am.   
 
THE WORLD OF ABNORMAL PSYCHOLOGY: ORGANIC MENTAL DISORDERS — See how people 
with diagnosed psychological disorders actually behave.  Case studies, enriched with commentary from 
experts, help demystify the biological, psychological, and environmental causes of dysfunctional behavior.  
Mon 11pm; Tue & Fri 12pm & 4pm; Thu 12pm.   
 
THE WORLD OF CHEMISTRY: CHEMICAL BONDS — Mon 9pm;  Fri 2pm; Thu 10am.   
 
X-POWER — Thu 5pm.   
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
VIRGINIA BEACH TELEVISION – COX 46 / VERIZON 46 

 
General information about the City of Virginia Beach, plus current events and late-breaking news of 
interest to local citizens, cablecasts 24 hours a day with audio provided by NOAA Weather radio.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit our web site at 
www.VBgov.com/VBTV 

 
For more information regarding VBTV programming please contact the Multimedia Services Division at 385-VBTV (8288) or 
multimedia@vbgov.com 

  

http://www.vbgov.com/VBTV
mailto:multimedia@vbgov.com
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