
Second Small Business Subcommittee Meeting 
Wednesday, July 9, 2014 
 
Meeting called to order at 4:15 PM 
 
Members present: 
 Dave Browning 
 Tom Etter 
 Shannon Calley 
 Tuck Bowie 
 Greg Stone 
 Doris Gomez 
 Petula Moy 
 Patie Phillip 
 Tony DiSilvestro 
 Elizabeth Dietzmann 
 Bob Scott 
 Chance Wilson 
 Brad Martin 
 Olga Torres 
 Robert Dyer 
 Jim Carroll 
 Jeff Smith 
 
Members not present: 
 Damen Watson 
 Dane Blythe 
 Tanya Arney 
 Preston Midgett 
 Osmay Torres 
 
New Business: 

- Dave Browning presented objectives of the meeting: to put together guidelines 
for the running of the committee (the SBS), to agree on a purpose statement, and 
to begin work on creating questions for the survey. 
- Elizabeth Dietzmann stated that the committee should first address how to take 
the survey, rather than jumping into the use of Survey Monkey. 
- Tom Etter began the discussion of the guidelines for the SBS: The 
confidentiality guideline may need to be changed, to ensure that the public may 
not see specifically how particular individuals respond to survey questions. One 
member may need to be appointed to handle media issues. 
-Motion: To appoint Dave Browning as media liaison. 
Resolved: Motion carried. 
- The SBS will move to pass guidelines when the confidentiality guideline has 
been affirmed or altered appropriately. 
- Tom Etter presented possible purpose statement options. 



- Motion: to pass the purpose statement: “To identify barriers to small business 
development and expansion in Virginia Beach and recommend practical solutions 
that would diversify and grow an economic base and create a climate within 
which small business can thrive.” 
Resolved: Motion carried. 
- Dave Browning discussed plans to split the SBS into groups to deal with 
individual aspects of the creation of the survey. 
- Brad Martin stated that the SBS should identify what the city is doing right in 
the small business resource arena. 
- Tony DiSilvestro noted that these resources need to be brought to the attention 
of those citizens attempting to initiate their own small businesses. 
- Jim Carroll presented his program, describing the three-week course offered by 
the SBDC. The program addresses some of the common mistakes that small 
business owners make. Owners need to be made aware of the available resources. 
Other classes are available, covering business planning, money management, and 
marketing. One-on-one counseling is available after the three-week course, free of 
charge. 
- Tony DiSilvestro suggested that the city invest in the SBDC. 
- Elizabeth Dietzmann pointed out that that the SBDC is not mentioned on the 
Small Business Resources Internet page for Virginia Beach, which also requires a 
library card to access the list of small business resources, severely limiting 
potential users of the page. 
- Chance Wilson stated the need to promote resources consistently, and the need 
for an information liaison. 
- Dave Browning and Tom Etter wrapped up the meeting by breaking the SBS 
into four groups and passed around a sign-up sheet for each of these groups. The 
groups are as follows: 

Survey Group: Greg Stone, Tony DiSilvestro, Doris Gomez, Olga Torres, 
Elizabeth Dietzmann (Leader of Survey Group) 
Existing Programs Available Group: Petula Moy, Jim Carroll (Group 
Leader) 

 Reports Group: Dave Browning (Group Leader), Bob Scott, Tom Etter 
 Current Statistical Data: Patie Phillips 
The above four groups will meet as they individually choose and will report back 
to the SBS as a whole. 
- Motion: to hold the next SBS meeting at 4PM on August 13th, 2014 in Room 
350 of City Hall. 
Resolved: Motion carried. 
- Motion: to hold all general SBS meetings on the second Wednesday of each 
month in Room 350 of City Hall (until Economic Development facilities are 
ready). 
Resolved: Motion carried. 
 
Meeting Adjourned 5:30 PM 


