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canceled due to the COVID-19 Pandemic. The goal for all of us is 
still the same let?s celebrate the 4th and embrace the protocols to 
remain safe and be thankful for all we have. It will feel good to get 
out and about seeing friends, interacting, eating out, shopping 
and acknowledging those around us.

Strawberry season in Virginia Beach for the most part turned out 
to be a pretty good extended season. We saw chilly weather, rain 
as well as many sunny days. The citizens came out in large 
numbers and embraced the strawberry season and followed the 
protective safety measures that were in place to make sure 
everyone had a good time and were able to pick some 
wonderfully delicious berries. One hopes all who took part in farm 
visits and picked berries come back next year and spread the 
word to others about the great farm experience. The strawberry 
season was a great tone setter for what we all hope is a good 
summer of fruit and vegetable business for our local farmers. 
Eating locally grown products and supporting the farmers is a big 
plus for our AG community. Let?s keep spreading the word and 
shopping locally to support our farm industry here in our 
community.

From an Agriculture Department standpoint, we missed out on a 
lot of community good times this spring with the cancellation of 
our Farmers Market spring event season including the Market 's 
Birthday Bash, Strawberry Jamboree, Honey Festival and the 
Virginia Beach Master Gardener Plant sale, as well as three 
months of canceled Hoe Downs. These events help kick off the 
spring season to help promote Agriculture to the citizens and 
provide a venue for crafters. These agriculture events lead in and 
build up to the annual Pungo Strawberry Festival as well as the 
4-H Show and Sale, which are two major events for the agriculture 
community and well supported by all.  The cancellation of all 
these events however gives us all something to look forward to 
next year. 

In closing I wish you all the best and stay safe and healthy. Enjoy 
the summer!
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Greetings to all and hope everyone has 
had a safe and healthy spring.  Summer 
is upon us as we enter a not so normal 
4th of July with so many events being 

https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/agriculture/Pages/default.aspx
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jsmcpher@vbgov.com

Happy Summer everyone! I 
hope you and your family are 
doing well and staying healthy. 
Times are certainly different for 
all of us following the COVID-19 
outbreak earlier this spring. 
Unfortunately,  we had to cancel 
all spring events at the Farmers 
Market from March through 
June, and  now July.  We are 
hopeful to start our Friday Night 
Hoedowns once the governor?s 
limitations on gatherings is 
relaxed to allow more people.  
Stay tuned for details.

The majority of our Market 
merchants are now opened with 
regular hours.  Please follow the 
appropriate safety guidelines 
posted while you visit.  For 
updated operating information 
about our Merchants, please 
see our website at 
www.vbgov.com/farmersmarket

and click on the ?Vendors? tab.

Please continue to support our 
local businesses at the Farmers 
Market as well as our local 
farmers at their produce stands 
and markets.

Our Agriculture in the 
Classroom teacher workshops 
planned for August will now be 
offered virtually.  Details when 
the platform will be available 
will be shared on our website.

Farm ers Market  - Milk ing It  - 
Celebrat ing Nat ional Dairy 

Mont h.  

We are looking forward to 
holding our fall events. Our first 
event is Apple Extravaganza 
planned for September 19. 
Please see our updated 
calendar of events and 
Hoedown schedule at the end of 
the newsletter.

We still welcome farmers and 
crafters to be at the Market any 
day of the week by renting a 
spot under our Pavilion or in our 
parking lot.  Just call our office at 
385-4388 for more details.

We had a great response from 
the community on National 
Doughnut Day on June 5 (see 
pictures of those enjoying their 
doughnuts on following pages). 
June was also Dairy Month 
(photos on the right), so we 
want to thank Thurman 
Steverson, our Operations 
Assistant, for playing the part 
and wearing a cow costume to 
greet some visitors.  Terri 
Belkov, our Program Educator, 
also posed with Thurman in 
front of one of our gardens that 
we hope you will come visit.  

Take care and hope to see you 
soon,

Jenny

http://jsmcpher@vbgov.com
http://www.vbgov.com/farmersmarket


    

SOUTHERN STATES

KING TIGER MARTIAL ARTS

Milk makes the body strong. Celebrating 
National Dairy Month at Gilly's Ice Cream.  
Thurman Steverson, Operations Assistant, is 
in the cow costume going above and 
beyond for the Farmers Market.

Happenings at  Farm ers Market  
ALWAYS SOMETHING!

Thurman Steverson power washing the fence 
and doing a great job to make the Farmers 
Market  look amazing!

It ?s only t he beginning Pet er  Rabbit !

A classic tale no matter your age.  

See Mr. McGregor tending garden and Peter?s 
blue jacket left behind.  

Credit Virginia Beach Master Gardeners.



    

SOUTHERN STATES

KING TIGER MARTIAL ARTS

FRESH HOT DOUGHNUTS  M A DE ON SITE BY 
K LA SSIC DOUGHNUTS 

Celebrating the day -  NaKamryn Tate with 
Naomi (4 Months), our youngest guest, with 
a few dozen doughnuts in the white cartons.

Sarah Melton with Marie (5yrs) and 
Timmy (3yrs) with their treats.

Happenings at  Farm ers Market  
NATIONAL DOUGHNUT DAY - JUNE 5,2020

Check out  t hese DOUGHNUTS !!! YUM !!!

Practicing social distancing while waiting for 
a hot fresh doughnut!  

Customers were lined up all morning.

 Jim Cherry, Public Utilit ies Operations 
Administration, first time taster - Loved them!



    

SOUTHERN STATES

KING TIGER MARTIAL ARTS

A  M A RK ET VOLUNTEER, PA TRICK  M A RTIN FROM  K NOTTS ISLA ND, 
BROUGHT DUCK  DOUGHNUTS A ND OFFERED TO OFFICE STA FF A ND 

SOM E OF THE FA RM ERS M A RK ET M ERCHA NTS.

 Celebrating National Doughnut Day -  Ken, Mary 
and Ben of Chapman?s Market with Patrick Martin

Happenings at  Farm ers Market  
NATIONAL DOUGHNUT DAY - JUNE 5,2020

Eric with Beach N Seafood  enjoying 
his doughnut!

Lisa with Lisa?s Tinker Treasures 
also enjoying  her doughnut .



    

SOUTHERN STATES

KING TIGER MARTIAL ARTS

Special appreciat ion t o

 Parks and Recreat ion 
Landscape Division 

for  helping us.

Char lie and crew  helped t o 
m ove fall decor  int o a 

sum m er  garden.  

St ay t uned and wat ch it  
GROW!

Happenings at  Farm ers Market  
WE COULDN'T DO EVERYTHING WE DO WITHOUT 

THE HELP FROM OTHERS 

FOR M ORE INFORM A TION CONTA CT 
FA RM ERS M A RK ET A T 385-4388.

Anyone recognize this 
sign? 

Thank you

 Building Maintenance 
for keeping us in good 

shape!



Julia Hillegass, ARP Coordinator 
Office: 757-385-8697 | Fax: 757-385-5684 | Mobile: 757-536-5469

jhillegass@vbgov.com

AGRICULTURE RESERVE 
PROGRAM (ARP)

Much has been written here and elsewhere about the benefits of the Agricultural Reserve 
Program (ARP) to Virginia Beach farmers and landowners.  Farmers can extract the 
development value of their land without having to give up their lifestyle.  These funds can be 
used for operating capital, expansion, reducing mortgages, funding retirement, planning for 
heirs or a cash emergency.  Future property and estate taxes can also be reduced.  Lower land 
values after selling off development rights may induce new or young farmers to purchase 
property.

But even greater than these benefits are the conservation, rural heritage and open space 
benefits associated with agricultural land. Public purchase of development rights (PDRs) means 
that taxpayers are now paying for these benefits, rather than being ?free riders.?  The open 
space and conservationist constituencies? interest in retaining environmental and aesthetic 
benefits associated with agricultural land include:

- Protection of both surface and groundwater; watersheds; and wetlands;
- Protection of flora, fauna, and wildlife habitat;
- Encouragement of biodiversity;
- Maintenance of scenic and historic landscapes;
- Reducing the need to expand expensive water and sewer services;
- Making available more locally grown food and fiber.

The use of PDRs enables these benefits to be obtained without taxpayers being encumbered 
with the costs associated with administering and maintaining the property, unlike fee simple 
acquisition.  A review of the literature suggests that taxpayers are most interested in using PDRs 
to retain rural neighborhood character and historic features of the landscape. Residents value 
agriculture for high quality, fresh produce and open space, and for maintenance of scenic 
values, water and air quality, and habitat for wildlife, all of which preserve the quality of life in 
an area.

Our Virginia Beach Agricultural Reserve Program has been able to help achieve all of these 
important citizen and City Council goals with a relatively modest investment over the last two 
decades, ensuring roughly 10,000 acres in the southern portion of the city remains vibrant and 
productive for years to come.

Once the world calms down, if you or your group would like a brief presentation about our 
program, please contact me at 757-385-8697 or jhillegass@vbgov.com.

We All Benef it  f rom  t he Agr icult ural Reserve Program !

http:// jhillegass@vbgov.com
http:// jhillegass@vbgov.com
http:// jhillegass@vbgov.com
http:// jhillegass@vbgov.com
http:// jhillegass@vbgov.com
http:// jhillegass@vbgov.com
http:// jhillegass@vbgov.com
http:// jhillegass@vbgov.com
http:// jhillegass@vbgov.com
http:// jhillegass@vbgov.com


AGRICULTURE AND 
NATURAL RESOURCES

Roy D. Flanagan, Extension Agent
Office: 757-385-4769 | Fax: 757-385-5684 | Mobile: 757-641-1434  

RFlanaga@vbgov.com  

Suppor t  your  local producers, below  is a calendar  of  what  you can expect  t o f ind at  
m ost  on-farm  st ands dur ing t he local product ion season by crop.

http://RFlanaga@vbgov.com


HORTICULTURE
Andrea Davis, Horticulture Extension Agent

Office: 757-385-4769 | Fax: 757-385-5684 | Mobile: 757-359-1913 
 adavis@vbgov.com 

We may be limited in our normal routines, but this time has opened up many opportunities for 
our home lawn and landscape activities. We have many resources to share with you to aid in 
your outdoor adventures.

Get  great  gardening t ips on our  week ly Facebook Live Get Gardening ser ies.  You don?t  
have t o have a Facebook account  t o par t icipat e.  Sim ply cl ick  
https:// facebook.com/events/s/get-gardening-beginning-garden/276986363377831/?ti=icl 

or search Virginia Cooperative Extension Master Gardener Program events.  

Join in Thursdays at  2:00 p.m.  You can also check out past programs at 
https://www.facebook.com/VCEMasterGardenerProgram/live.   

Our upcoming topics include:

July 2 ? Diseases in t he Garden

July 9 ? Garden Safet y

July 16 ? Sm all Fruit s in t he Hom e Garden

July 23 ? Hydrangeas

July 30 ? Planning Your  Fall Garden

If you are interested in Virginia agriculture and want to learn more about the diverse products 
that can be grown here, tune in to our Virginia Virtual Farm to Table program.  In this program, 
you will get a virtual tour of Virginia farms and learn how food is produced on them.  Then you 
will learn how to prepare new recipes with those foods.  These sessions are held on Fridays at 
2:00 p.m. and you can register for them at 
https:// fauquier.ext.vt.edu/programs/FarmtoTable.html. 

July August Sept em ber

10 ? Herbs 7 ? Sweet Potatoes 4 ? Aquaponics

17 ? Potatoes 14 ? Eggs 11 ? Peanuts

24 ? Tomatoes 21 ? Virginia Wine and Lamb 18 ? Greenhouse & Nursery 

31 ? Chicken 28 ? Pork

http://adavis@vbgov.com 
https://facebook.com/events/s/get-gardening-beginning-garden/276986363377831/?ti=icl
https://www.facebook.com/VCEMasterGardenerProgram/live
https://fauquier.ext.vt.edu/programs/FarmtoTable.html


HORTICULTURE
Andrea Davis, Horticulture Extension Agent

Office: 757-385-4769 | Fax: 757-385-5684 | Mobile: 757-359-1913 
 adavis@vbgov.com 

Pest icide License Re-cer t if icat ion
We traditionally have offered many opportunities for pesticide license re-certification for our 
industry professionals in the spring prior to the June 30 license expiration. Unfortunately 
COVID-19 forced us to cancel these events. Luckily, VDACS has extended the June 30 deadline to 
August 29 for 2020 so there is still t ime.  At this time there are several online opportunities for 
re-certification which can be found at http://www.vdacs.virginia.gov/pdf/recertcourses.pdf.  The 
Virginia Turf Council has also scheduled a few small in-person classes in July and August.  More 
information can be obtained athttp://vaturf.org/events.html.

We also have a wealth of information on hom e veget able gardening available to you at 
https://ext.vt.edu/lawn-garden/home-vegetables.html.  This site contains many publications on 
planning, planting, and maintaining your home fruits and vegetables and specialty topics like small 
space gardening and extending the growing season.  There are also links to helpful videos on 
gardening.

Do you enjoy learning about  gardening and 
want  t o share your  know ledge w it h your  
com m unit y?  
The Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Program trains residents to teach 
their communities about research-based horticulture practices through 
different projects.  The orientation for Virginia Beach residents will be held 
virtually on July 13.  To learn more about our volunteer program and the 
application process, register for the session at 
https://virginiatech.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcqc-utqjwtG9dymX5RfZq2tsR6OHf4_CFp.

http://adavis@vbgov.com 
http://www.vdacs.virginia.gov/pdf/recertcourses.pdf
http://vaturf.org/events.html
https://ext.vt.edu/lawn-garden/home-vegetables.html
https://virginiatech.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcqc-utqjwtG9dymX5RfZq2tsR6OHf4_CFp


HORTICULTURE
Andrea Davis, Horticulture Extension Agent

Office: 757-385-4769 | Fax: 757-385-5684 | Mobile: 757-359-1913 
 adavis@vbgov.com 

http://adavis@vbgov.com 


HORTICULTURE
Andrea Davis, Horticulture Extension Agent

Office: 757-385-4769 | Fax: 757-385-5684 | Mobile: 757-359-1913 
 adavis@vbgov.com 

http://adavis@vbgov.com 


4-H NEWS
Sarah Farley, 4-H Extension Agent  

Office: 757-385-4769 | Fax: 757-385-5684 
SFarley@vbgov.com   

Please join us to 
enjoy some camp 

songs, team 
meetings, a virtual 

dance party, a 
campfire, some 
camp classes 
(photography 
from home, 

recycled crafts, 
STEAM), and our 
very own virtual 

talent show! 

Sign up for the 
week of your 

choice.

Regist rat ion for  July 13-17:  Click  here

Regist rat ion for  Vir t ual Cloverbud Day Cam p July 18:  Click  here

http://SFarley@vbgov.com  
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/airfield-4-h-virtual-camp-session-1-tickets-105449550444?fbclid=IwAR3F7btUG2QTtzL21AZFYGuSKmgt2cvvtacPTYydAQ_mel16WAH8-3tR5_E
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/airfield-4-h-virtual-camp-session-1-tickets-105449550444?fbclid=IwAR3F7btUG2QTtzL21AZFYGuSKmgt2cvvtacPTYydAQ_mel16WAH8-3tR5_E
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/airfield-virtual-cloverbud-day-camp-tickets-106003062012?utm-medium=discovery&utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&aff=escb&utm-source=cp&utm-term=listing
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/airfield-virtual-cloverbud-day-camp-tickets-106003062012?utm-medium=discovery&utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&aff=escb&utm-source=cp&utm-term=listing


4-H NEWS
Sarah Farley, 4-H Extension Agent  

Office: 757-385-4769 | Fax: 757-385-5684 
SFarley@vbgov.com   

Kayla Renee Fensom  Mem or ial Endowm ent  by Virgin ia Beach 4H Livest ock  Club 
St eer ing Com m it t ee:

2020 Award Recipient  is Danielle Khali l

Ervin L. Vaughan Mem or ial Endowm ent :

2020 Award Recipient s are Alex Fuge and David Kellam

Virgin ia Beach 4H/  Virgin ia Cooperat ive Ext ension Endowm ent :

2020 Award Recipient  is Paige Riddle

Virgin ia Beach Mast er  Gardeners Endowm ent :

2020 Award Recipient s are Boyang Lyu  and Kim ber ly Lowe

Congrat ulat ions 2020 Scholarship Recipient s!

Three generat ions of  Virgin ia Beach 4-H?ers Tapped as 2020 Virgin ia 

We are proud t o announce Virgin ia Beach 4-H has t hree new induct ees int o t he 

Virgin ia 4-H All St ars. 

Congrat ulat ions Jam es Br ickhouse, Michelle Cox, and Dawson Cox!

4-H All Stars is an honor/service organization. Membership in 4-H All Stars is the highest 
recognition that a Virginia 4-H'er can achieve.  Virginia 4-H All Stars is service oriented, and 

volunteer operated.

James, Michelle, and Dawson will be recognized with other initiates across the state on 
Wednesday, June 24, 2020 in a virtual 4-H All Star welcome event.  They are also invited to the 

formal tapping ceremony at Virginia Tech in the summer of 2021.

http://SFarley@vbgov.com  




Surviving Financially Through COVID-19 
and Beyond

FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES
Karen Munden, Unit  Coordinat or , Senior  Ext ension Agent

Im m ediat e Past  President , Nat ional Ext ension Associat ion of  
Fam ily & Consum er  Sciences

Off ice: 757-385-4769 |  Fax: 757-385-5684  
km unden@vbgov.com   or  km unden@vt .edu

Several residents have suffered financial losses through job layoffs, furloughs, and low to no product 
sales during the pandemic. The COVID-19 crisis has placed an unforeseen financial burden on 
families, and many are trying to reassess how they will meet their financial obligations during these 
uncertain times. If you are going through economic challenges and having financial difficulty during 
COVID-19, listed below are several approaches you can use until you are able meet your financial 
obligations.

If you find yourself unable to pay your mortgage or can only pay a portion, contact your mortgage 
lender to determine if you quantify for forbearance. Just know after the forbearance period is over, 
you are still obligated to pay back the loan. If you are unable to pay your rent, contact your landlord 
before you receive an eviction notice to establish a payment plan until you can bring your rent 
payment current.

If you are unable to pay your credit cards, contact your credit card company and let them know that 
you cannot make a payment.They may be able to grant you a postponement of payment if you are in 
good standing. Thus, you must contact them as soon as possible.  If you are able to arrange a 
payment plan there should be no new credit purchases.

If you are having trouble paying your auto loan, contact your lender immediately to set up a 
deferment or refinance at a lower interest rate. Your lender may have several financing options. 
There may be some additional costs, so make sure to read and understand all fees associated with 
the options.  You may also want to consider trading in your vehicle for something less expensive.

Contact your finance company and ask if the due date on your account can change to be aligned 
with your pay periods.  You could ask for an extension on the payment or a repayment plan.  There 
are several repayment plans you can develop yourself for all your expenses.  PowerPay.org is a 
web-based system to help you develop a repayment plan.  This system will combine your highest 
interest and lowest balance accounts to pay off first as a way to reduce your debt.  Another 
repayment plan is entitled ?Snowball? plan, which consists of paying off the smallest expense first, 
when that account is paid off, apply the same money towards the next lowest balance expense.  You 
may continue to use this process until the accounts are paid in full.  Establishing a repayment plan 
will demonstrate a good-faith effort.If you need additional information and resources to improve 
your financial skills, please visit the following websites for resources Virginia Cooperative Extension 
at www.ext .vt .edu and Consumer Financial Protection Bureau at ht t ps:/ /www.consum er f inance.gov/ .

If you are interested in taking a class to improve your financial knowledge, please visit Bank On 
Hampton Roads at ht t p:/ /www.bankonhr .org/  to see the listing of the FREE courses, which begin in 
September.

http://kmunden@vbgov.com
http://kmunden@vt.edu
http://www.ext.vt.edu
https://www.consumerfinance.gov/
http://www.bankonhr.org/


Bertr ille Lomax, FCS SNAP-ED Extension Agent
Off ice: 757-385-4629 |  Fax: 757-385-5684 | Cell: 804-888-0070 

blom ax@vbgov.com  or  ber t r i5@vt .edu  

      FAMILY AND NUTRITION 
               PROGRAM

http://blomax@vbgov.com


Laurel Wilcox, ,SNAP, Senior Program Assistant 
Office: 757-385-4769 | Fax: 757-385-5684  

lwilcox@vbgov.com  

      FAMILY AND NUTRITION 
               PROGRAM

http://lwilcox@vbgov.com


Jerome Lawrence, Adult EFNEP, Program Assistant 
Office: 757-385-4769 | Fax: 757-385-5684  

jlawren@vbgov.com  

      FAMILY AND NUTRITION 
               PROGRAM

http://lwilcox@vbgov.com
http://lwilcox@vbgov.com
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