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Happy New Year as we welcome in 
2020. I trust everyone is ready to 
embrace the new year and whatever is 
in store for each of us.  I am excited 
about several things.

First, the Excellence in Agriculture 
banquet will take place on Thursday, 
March 19, 2020, at the Virginia Beach 
Convention Center. I encourage and 
hope everyone will consider coming 
out to celebrate agriculture, see old 
friends and make new friends as well 
and enjoy a wonderful meal. This 
event, which started in 1966, gives the 
agricultural community the 
opportunity to annually recognize 
individuals in your community and 
give thanks to our wonderful industry. 
Please call our office at 385-5775 if 
you would like to be added to the 
invitation list.  

Second, I am excited about 2020 
hopefully being the year of U.S. major 
trade agreements with our global 
trade partners. The world markets are 
an important AG component for the 
U.S. farmer and our ability to meet the 
world?s demand for food 

consumption.   

Finally, I am excited about Virginia Beach agriculture. Even though there 
is plenty of prep work in the winter months, I am looking forward to 
strawberry season, spring planting, 4-H programs, agritourism and 
mother nature blessing us with a good spring. 

That is of course our first step in being our own ?Difference Maker? in all 
we do as we navigate through January and February and look toward the 
first day of spring in mid-March; with this I end  with a smile, a thank you 
for all you do, and my best to you in this new year. 

David Trimmer with  the new NRCS District 
Conservation, Trenton Howell.

Farmers Market staff having fun on 
Halloween. Look who stopped in to see the 
Director - The butcher, the baker and candle 

stick maker.

https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/agriculture/Pages/default.aspx


Jenny McPherson, Rural Community Coordinator
Office: 757-385-8637 | Fax: 757-385-5684 | Mobile: 757-635-5824
jsmcpher@vbgov.com

WHAT'S HAPPENING IN 
OUR RURAL COMMUNITY

The Farmers Market would like to say THA NK  YOU to our 

2019 Annual and Special Event Sponsors.  

Their support helped make the Farmers Market programs 
possible:  Special Events, Friday Night Hoedowns, and Fun on the 

Farm Tours of our Rural Heritage Center.

http://jsmcpher@vbgov.com
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WHAT'S HAPPENING IN 
OUR RURAL COMMUNITY

We also want  t o t hank  t he com m unit y for  t heir  pat ronage and invit e you 
t o join us t hroughout  t he year . 

The Farmers Market is open year round, so stop by to visit and shop with our 
merchants:  

Beach N'Seafood Lisa's Tinker Treasurers
Chapman's Flowers Moosewood Creek
Creekmore's Place Princess Anne County Grill
Flutterby Soaps S & H Produce
Gilly's Creamery Season's Best
Holland Produce Skipper Farms
Kempsville Florist The Country Butcher Shop

Special thanks to The Garden Box for being part of our Market for more than 18 years!

We have an exciting line-up of events for 2020, so please see our calendar included in the 
newsletter. Crafters and food vendors are welcome to all events.  Please visit our website at  
www.vbgov.com/farmersmarket  for an event application or stop by the Farmers Market office to 
reserve your space today.

Sponsorship opportunities are also available to promote your business at a single event or all 
year long.  For more information,  call the Farmers Market Office at 385-4388.

If you are interested in starting a business at the Farmers Market, we currently have two 
vacancies that will be available in 2020.  To be notified of when the Request for Proposals (RFP) 
will be accepted,  contact Facilit ies Management at 385-5659 to be placed on the mailing list.

Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year,

Jenny

http://jsmcpher@vbgov.com
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Sant a 's 
Workshop was 

held on 
Decem ber  7, 
2019 at  t he 

Farm ers 
Market .

MAYOR'S 
YOUTH 
LEADERS 
ACTION 
VOLUNTEERS 
POSE AFTER A 
LONG AND 
BUSY DAY AT 
SANTA?S 
WORKSHOP!

HO HO HO
SANTA 
WAS 

THERE...

FARMERS MARKET HOLIDAY SPECIAL EVENT 



    FARMERS MARKET RECOGNIZED  SPONSORS WITH 
APPRECIATION SWAG BAGS
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SOUTHERN STATES CHANGING LIVES MARTIAL ARTS

THOMPSON CREEK WINDOW 
COMPANY

kING TIGER MARTIAL ARTS

KING TIGER MARTIAL ARTS

MASF INDUSTRIES 
JES FOUNDATION REPAIR

COURTHOUSE ACADEMY



Erica Lane,  Market Supervisor
Of f ice: 757-385-4388 |  Fax: 757-368-5249   
elane@vbgov.com

Farm ers Market

CLICK HERE FOR THE 2020 FARMERS MARKET EVENT CALENDAR 

COME ON DOWN - WE ARE 
OPEN ALL YEAR!

Som et hing is always happening 
at  t he Farm ers Market

http://elane@vbgov.com
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ICE SKATING

Norfolk Collegiate? s first grade class visited 
the Farm ers Market  on Oct. 29 to learn 

about Agriculture in Virginia and experience 
our Rural Her it age Cent er . They enjoyed a 

picnic at the end of the tour and always have 
a wonderful time. We love receiving the cards 
from the students and look forward to their 

visit each year.



Julia Hillegass, ARP Coordinator 
Office: 757-385-8697 | Fax: 757-385-5684 | Mobile: 757-635-5824
jhillegass@vbgov.com

AGRICULTURE RESERVE 
PROGRAM (ARP)

 

 Virgin ia Beach Agr icult ural Reserve Program  Reaches 

100 Easem ent  Milest one! 

I am pleased to report that with the 
end of the past fiscal year, the City of 
Virginia Beach has reached the 100 
ARP easement milestone!  

FY 2018-2019 saw three Agricultural 
Reserve easement closings totaling 
152.17 acres and nine development 
rights secured.  At the end of the 
budget year, cumulative acres total 
9,821 comprising 867 development 
rights. 

We have also started off this fiscal year 
with a bang, closing on 113 acres and 
capturing nine development rights! 
That means we are just shy of reaching 
10,000 acres enrolled in the 
Agricultural Reserve Program. Once we 
reach this goal, we will have protected 
nearly half of all the farmland in 
Virginia Beach! 

The Virginia Beach City Council has 
continued to make agriculture and 
forestry conservation a priority, 
recognizing the high value 

contributions to our local and state 
economy.  Agriculture and forestry 
remain Virginia?s first and third 
largest industries respectively and 
provide a variety of economic, 
environmental and social benefits to 
the City and the Commonwealth. 

Part of our success is due, in part, to 
assistance from the Virginia Office of 
Farmland Preservation and the 
Virginia Farmland Preservation Fund 
administered by the Virginia 
Department of Agriculture.  To date, 
we have leveraged over $1.5 million 
in state matching dollars. 

The Virginia Farmland Preservation 
Fund also recently announced their 
participation in matching over 100 
purchase of development rights 
across the Commonwealth.  For 
more on this statewide milestone, 
CLICK HERE. 

http:// jhillegass@vbgov.com
http:// jhillegass@vbgov.com
http:// jhillegass@vbgov.com
http:// jhillegass@vbgov.com
http:// jhillegass@vbgov.com
http:// jhillegass@vbgov.com
http:// jhillegass@vbgov.com
http:// jhillegass@vbgov.com
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/newsroom/all-releases/2019/august/headline-846094-en.html
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/newsroom/all-releases/2019/august/headline-846094-en.html


Award recipients that will be honored this year: 

2019 Virginia Beach Excellence in Agriclture Award & Proclamation - 

Frank T. Williams Farms

2019 Friend of Agriculture - Marvin Rollins and family

2019  Special Recognition Awards - 50 year plus reunion - 
W. R. Malbon, Jr.,   R. H. DeFord, Jr., and Frank T. Williams

Upcoming Event
M A R C H  1 9 ,  2 0 2 0

for the

2019 Virginia Beach Excellence in Agriculture Awards 
Banquet

   at the Virginia Beach Convention Center  - 6:00 p.m.
to celebrate the many contr ibutions of the Virginia Beach agr icul ture industry.

Dinner will be served buffet style with a selection of Pan Seared Salmon, 
Beef Brisket and Herb Roasted Pork Loin. 

If  you would l ike t o at t end t h is event  t he cost  is $35 per  person.  

RSVP  and paym ent  is required by March 2, 2020. 

Checks should be made payable to Excellence in Agriculture and sent to 
Excellence in Agriculture Committee, 2449 Princess Anne Road,  Building 

#14, Room 224, Virginia Beach, VA 23456. 

For additional information, please contact the Department of Agriculture at 
757-385-5775 and we will gladly assist you.   



AGRICULTURE AND 
NATURAL RESOURCES

Roy D. Flanagan
Extension Agent
Office: 757-385-4769 | Fax: 757-385-5684 | Mobile: 757-641-1434  
RFlanaga@vbgov.com  

Sout heast  Virgin ia Field 
Crop Conference 

 Locat ion:  Hickory Rur it an Club 

   2752 Battlefield Blvd S, Chesapeake, 
VA 23322 

 Dat e and Tim e: February 7, 2020 
8:30 a.m .-3:30 p.m . 

 No cost  t o at t end

 Lunch provided

No RSVP required 

Focus: Grain production, pesticide 
applicators re-certification. (ag. Private 
and  Commercial), as well as the yearly 

Dicamba certification.  

Sout heast  Virgin ia Fruit  and 
Veget able Conference 

 Locat ion: West m inst er  Reform ed Presbyt er ian 
Church , 3488 Godwin Blvd.,    Suffolk, VA 23434  

 Dat e and Tim e: February 27, 2020 

8:30 a.m .-4:00 p.m . 

No cost  t o at t end

Lunch provided

No RSVP required 

Topics Include:     

Vegetable Production, 

Tree Fruit, 

High Tunnel, 

Private pesticide  applicators re-certification., 

New t his year  - Organic production session 
provided for  those not needing pesticide 

applicators 

Im por t ant  Upcom ing 
Event s 

http://RFlanaga@vbgov.com


AGRICULTURE AND 
NATURAL RESOURCES

Roy D. Flanagan
Extension Agent
Office: 757-385-4769 | Fax: 757-385-5684 | Mobile: 757-641-1434  
RFlanaga@vbgov.com  

Sout heast  Virgin ia Hem p 
Product ion Meet ing

Fee  t o at t end - RSVP Required

 Dat e and Tim e: February 28, 2020 
8:30 a.m .- TBD 
Lunch provided

Locat ion:   Tidewat er  Agr icult ural 
Research and Ext ension Cent er , 
6321   Holland Rd., Suffolk, VA 23437  

 Focus: CBD Hemp Production      

2020 Mid-At lant ic St rawber ry 
Program s-Field Walk  

No Cost  - No RSVP   

 Dat e and Tim e : March 2, 2020 

 12:30 p.m . - dark  

Where:  First location will be Henley Farms, 3513 
Charity Neck Rd., Virginia   Beach, VA 23456, then 

will move to second location Vaughan   Farm?s 
Produce, 1258 Princess Anne Rd., Virginia Beach, 

23457 

Focus: Annual Plast icult ure St rawber ry 

Im por t ant  Upcom ing  
Event s

2020 Mid-At lant ic St rawber ry 
Program s - Evening Program  

No Cost  - RSVP Required 

Dat e and Tim e: March 2, 2020

 5:30 p.m . - 9:00 p.m .
Dinner provided

Where:  Virginia Beach Ag. Department, 
Conference Room, 2449 Princess     Anne 
Rd., Building 14, second floor, Virginia 
Beach, VA 23456 

Focus: On-farm data collection and 
monitoring for maximum production  

and efficiency 

2020 Mid-At lant ic St rawber ry 
Program s

St rawber ry School and Trade Show

No cost  - RSVP Required 

 Dat e and Tim e: March 3, 2020

8:30 a.m .-  TBD
Lunch provided

Where: Virgin ia Beach Advanced Technology 

Cent er , 1800 College Crescent, Virginia Beach, VA 

23453, Large Auditorium, 2nd Floor   

Focus: All aspects of annual plasticulture strawberry 
production

http://RFlanaga@vbgov.com


HORTICULTURE

Andrea Davis, Horticulture Extension Agent
Office: 757-385-4769 | Fax: 757-385-5684 | Mobile: 757-359-1913  
adavis@vbgov.com 

Kick  of f  t he New Year  w it h 

New Gardening Know ledge and Ideas! 
Virginia Cooperative Extension has many opportunities for you to learn through lectures, 
hands-on workshops, and tours. You can even have a speaker come to your next group event 
through our Speakers Bureau (https://www.vbmg.org/speakers-bureau.html). More information 
on educational events and programs can be found at 
https://www.vbmg.org/upcoming-events.html or by calling the Virginia Cooperative Extension 

The Virgin ia Flower  and Garden Expo will also offer 
opportunities for you to learn more about gardening. This year?s show 

will run January 24-26 at the Virginia Beach Convention Center. 
There will be life-size landscapes, art, children?s activities, garden 
vendors, and speakers. Visit the VCE booth for lots of horticultural 
information and learn more about upcoming events in Virginia Beach at 
the VCE Master Gardener booth. This show will really get the creative 
juices flowing! 

We have discount  coupons for  t he Virgin ia Flower  and Garden 
Expo at  t he Ext ension Of f ice.  

If you are looking for opportunities to volunteer 
in the New Year, consider becoming an Extension 
Master Gardener Volunteer in Virginia Beach. 
Training classes are held in the fall. Look for 
more information about our Orientation Sessions 
in May for the 2020 Fall Training Program.  
As always, our Extension Mast er  Gardener  Help Desk  is here to 
help with your horticulture questions Monday through Friday 
from 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. in Room 234 in Building 14 of the 
Municipal Center, by phone (385-8156), or email 
(vbmghelp@vbgov.com ).  

http://adavis@vbgov.com 
https://www.vbmg.org/speakers-bureau.html
https://www.vbmg.org/upcoming-events.html
https://vafgs.org/index.html
https://vafgs.org/index.html
https://vafgs.org/index.html
https://vafgs.org/index.html
https://vafgs.org/index.html
mailto:vbmghelp@vbgov.com
https://www.facebook.com/vafgs/


HORTICULTURE

Andrea Davis, Horticulture Extension Agent
Office: 757-385-4769 | Fax: 757-385-5684 | Mobile: 757-359-1913  
adavis@vbgov.com 

Upcom ing VCE Educat ional Event s
 * Workshop pre-registration information at https://www.vbmg.org/upcoming-events.html 

Feb 29 - Tree Talks* , 8:30 a.m. @ Hampton Roads Agricultural Research & Extension Center 

Mar  2 - Can the Woolly Bear Caterpillar Predict Winter?, 7:00 p.m. @ Advanced Technology 
Center Theater 

Mar  14 ? Rain Barrel Workshop, 10:00 a.m. @ Virginia Beach Farmers Market 

Mar  23 - For the Love of House Plants, 7:00 p.m. @ Advanced Technology Center Theater 

Green Indust ry Professional Developm ent  Oppor t unit ies 

Jan 14-15 ? Crew Manager  Cer t if icat ion Course, 
Mid-At lant ic Hor t icult ure Shor t  Course @ The Founders Inn 

 http://mahsc.org/crew-manager.html 

Jan 15-16 - Pest icide Cer t if icat ion Course, Mid-At lant ic 
Hor t icult ure Shor t  Course @ The Founders Inn 

 http://mahsc.org/registered-technician.html 

Feb 26 ? Pest icide Cer t if icat ion Review , VTC Come to the 
Bay @ Oceanfront Sheraton 

 http://cometothebay.org/program.html 

Mar  25 ? VCE Pest icide Re-cer t if icat ion Class @ Norfolk 
Botanical Garden  

 https://virginia-beach.ext.vt.edu/ 

http://adavis@vbgov.com 
https://www.vbmg.org/upcoming-events.html
http://mahsc.org/crew-manager.html
http://mahsc.org/registered-technician.html
http://cometothebay.org/program.html
https://virginia-beach.ext.vt.edu/


4-H NEWS

4-H SUMMER CAMP ANNOUCEMENT

Sarah Farley
4-H Extension Agent  
Office: 757-385-4769 | Fax: 757-385-5684 
SFarley@vbgov.com   

 The Virginia Beach 4-H Junior Camp for youth 
9-13 years old will be held August 3-7, 2020 at the 
Airfield 4-H Center in Wakefield, VA.  This 
fun-filled week will be packed with exciting classes 
and activities as well as nightly campfires.  The 
cost for camp this year will be $360 and includes 
transportation to and from camp, a camp t-shirt, 
meals, lodging, special activities and programs.   

  

Mark  Your  Calendar !  
NEW t his year , cam per  regist rat ions t ake 
place online t hrough Event br it e. 

Registration will go LIVE at 9:00 a.m . on Monday, 
February 3. Payment must be made within 2 
weeks of registration to hold each camper spot. 

Cam p inform at ion is available t o view  on 
Event br it e now:

 ht t ps:/ / vb4hcam p2020.event br it e.com . 

If you have questions after reviewing the 
information, please contact the 4-H Extension 
Office at 385-4769.  

  

 Follow Us on 
Social Media!

 Virginia Beach 4-H

 Virginia Beach 4-H 

http://SFarley@vbgov.com  
https://vb4hcamp2020.eventbrite.com
https://www.facebook.com/vabeach4h/
https://www.facebook.com/vabeach4h/
https://www.facebook.com/vabeach4h/
https://www.instagram.com/vabeach4h/
https://www.instagram.com/vabeach4h/
https://www.instagram.com/vabeach4h/
https://www.facebook.com/vabeach4h/


4-H NEWS

4-H CAMP COUNSELOR APPLICATIONS

Sarah Farley
4-H Extension Agent  
Office: 757-385-4769 | Fax: 757-385-5684 
SFarley@vbgov.com   

We are now accept ing applicat ions 
for  Virgin ia Beach 4-H Cam p  

Counselors/Counselors-in-t rain ing.

 

Information can be found online at 
t inyur l.com /vb4hcc20. 

Applicat ions are due on January 31, 2020 
in-person or online.  Teens must be 14 as of 
January 1, 2020 to 19 years of age to apply for 
a counselor or counselor-in-training position.

Teens must attend 24 hours of training, go 
through an interview process and attend 
Training Weekend May 2-3, 2020 at Airfield in 
order to be considered for the positions.  
Monthly trainings for applicants will begin in 
February 2020. 

  

Training Dat es: 

Tuesday, February 11, 2020 ? 6 ? 9 p.m. ? 
Parks & Rec Administration Bldg, Room 101 

Tuesday, March 10, 2020 ? 6 ? 9 p.m. ? 
Municipal Center Bldg 19 

Tuesday, Apr i l  7, 2020 ? 6 ? 9 p.m. ? 4-H 
Office, Municipal Center Bldg 14 

Sat urday & Sunday, May 2-3, 2020 ? 
Training Weekend at Airfield 4-H Center ? 
Cost TBA 

Int erviews ? May 12, 13 and 14, 2020 at the 
4-H Office ? 6 - 9 p.m. 

* * Interview date scheduled at the April 
training.* *  

Tuesday, June 16, 2020 - 6 ? 9 p.m. ? TCC - 
Advanced Technology Center 

http://SFarley@vbgov.com  
http://tinyurl.com/vb4hcc20


 

      FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES
Karen Munden, Unit Coordinator, Senior Extension Agent

President , Nat ional Ext ension Associat ion of  Fam ily & Consum er  
Sciences

Off ice: 757-385-4769 |  Fax: 757-385-5684  

emergencies from time to time and having 
money in an emergency account will allow 
you to use your money instead of your 
credit cards.

Sept em ber  and Oct ober ; you may 
consider thinking about long-term saving 
goals such as children?s college fund or 
retirement.  

Remember when saving for the long-term 
it takes planning and commitment on your 
end. With long-term saving, you will need 
to consider your financial cost for college 
and/or the amount of money that would 
sustain you throughout your retirement. 
Take a litt le time to research all your 
possible financial resources to help you 
achieve your long-term financial goals.

Novem ber  and Decem ber ; set goals to 
save as a family. Help your children learn 
about the importance of saving, and 
develop a saving mindset, by opening a 
savings account in the child/children?s 
name. Talk with younger children about 
saving money. 

The Consumer Financial Protection Bureau 
has resources to assist parents and 
grandparent with talking to young children, 

teenagers, and young adults about money.

Most importantly make sure to monitor 
and evaluate your saving strategies 
throughout the year and make adjustments 
when needed.   

Creat ive ways t o save 
t hroughout  2020  
At the beginning of each year we always 
develop ?New Year?s Resolutions? and you may 
or may not follow through with them 
throughout the year. In 2020, instead of making 
financial New Years Resolutions that may be 
forgotten by April; this year make financial 
goals and develop strategies to achieve them.

The Consumer Financial Protection Bureau 
provide consumers with resources to achieve 
financial goals, and they also provided six ways 
to save throughout the year. 

January and February; make a plan that 
includes a set financial goal, from there break 
your goal into specific steps, set up a system 
that will work for you, and get help in sticking to 
your plan. A strategy to develop your financial 
savings plan would be to incorporate SMART 
Goals, which implies the goal must be Specific, 
Measurable, Actionable, Realistic, and Time 
bounded.

March and Apr i l ; if you will be receiving a tax 
refund this year, put a minimum of 10% in your 
savings. 

May and June; setup an automatic direct 
savings deposit in a financial institution or 
product that will take some effort to retrieve 
your money. 

July and August ; establish a savings account 
for the unexpected. We all encounter 



 

      FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES
Karen Munden, Unit Coordinator, Senior Extension Agent

President , Nat ional Ext ension Associat ion of  Fam ily & Consum er  
Sciences

Off ice: 757-385-4769 |  Fax: 757-385-5684  

 

 

Are you t ired of  l iving paycheck  t o paycheck? 

Get a fresh financial start with Bank On Hampton Roads. Build your 
plan to reach your financial goals.  

NO COST!  
January classes forming now: www.bankonhr .org  

#financialchallenge 

Begin your free journey to financial freedom 
with Bank On Hampton Roads. 10-months to 
better credit, less debt and more savings!

www.bankonhr .org

http://www.bankonhr.org
http://www.bankonhr.org


Bertr ille Lomax, FCS SNAP-ED Extension Agent
Off ice: 757-385-4629 |  Fax: 757-385-5684 | Cell: 804-888-0070 

blom ax@vbgov.com  or  ber t r i5@vt .edu  

      FAMILY AND NUTRITION 
               PROGRAM

http://blomax@vbgov.com


Laurel Wilcox, ,SNAP, Senior Program Assistant 
Office: 757-385-4769 | Fax: 757-385-5684  

lwilcox@vbgov.com  

      FAMILY AND NUTRITION 
               PROGRAM

http://lwilcox@vbgov.com


Jerome Lawrence, Adult EFNEP, Program Assistant 
Office: 757-385-4769 | Fax: 757-385-5684  

jlawren@vbgov.com  

      FAMILY AND NUTRITION 
               PROGRAM

Meet  t he new Adult  Expanded Food and Nut r it ion 
Educat ion Program  (EFNEP) Assist ant  - 

Jerom e Lawrence 

Hello everyone, 

It is a thrill to be on board as your new Adult Expanded Food and Nutrition Education 
Program Assistant for the City of Virginia Beach.

My overall goal is to seek new community partners and strengthen existing ones while 
establishing more widespread awareness, and ultimately facilitate larger group 
participation throughout the community. 

Service is a passion. I retired after thirty years as a Navy Chief Warrant Officer, and over 
the last six years combined, I also served as Assistant Registrar in the Virginia Beach 
Voter Registrations and Elections Office, and briefly as Deputy Director of Elections and 
Deputy Registrar in the City of Norfolk. Formal studies include a B.A. degree in 
Interdisciplinary Studies from Columbia College, MO., and a M.A. degree in Human 
Resources Development from Webster University, MO. 

My lovely wife Carolyn is a Virginia Beach native, and if I may say, that makes us all family, 
and another reason why I?m excited for us  to work, learn, and grow together.

Thank you all, and I will see you around the community. 

http://lwilcox@vbgov.com
http://lwilcox@vbgov.com


Jerome Lawrence, Adult EFNEP, Program Assistant 
Office: 757-385-4769 | Fax: 757-385-5684  

jlawren@vbgov.com  

      FAMILY AND NUTRITION 
               PROGRAM

http://lwilcox@vbgov.com
http://lwilcox@vbgov.com
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