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757-385-5775  
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Becky Salmons, Administrative Specialist 

757-385-8576 
 

Rural Programs   

ARP Coordinator  - call Jenny McPherson 

757-385-8637 
 

Farmers Market  

757-385-4388 

Vacant, Market Supervisor   

Terri Belkov, Agriculture Educator 

Roine Cardinal, Office Assistant 
 

Virginia  Beach Cooperative Extension  

757-385-4769 

Roy Flanagan, Agriculture Agent 

Rob Cromwell, 4-H Youth Dev.  

Karen Munden, Family & Consumer     

Sciences Agent 

Andrea Davis, Horticulture Agent 

Rose Talbott, Administrative Assistant 

Jill Wright, Administrative Assistant 
 

Master Gardener Help Desk    

757-385-8156 
 

Federal Programs  

757-385-4769  

Family & Nutrition Program Assistants 

Michelle Foster 

Laurel Wilcox 

Ellen Pudney - FCS SNAP-ED 
 

Virginia Dare Soil  

and Water Conservation District  

757-385-4775 

Kathleen Sullivan, District Manager 

Cory Hoar, Conservation Specialist 

2017 January, February, March 

Agriculture Quarterly Newsletter 

Happy New Year to all and hope your January start of 2017 is off to a safe 

and wonderful start. Mother Nature has given us storm Helena to kick off the 

2017 year and I hope all have fared well during the storm event. The white 

fields and cold conditions make me think back to my cold long winter days 

when my family and I lived in Green Bay, Wisconsin, the so called back drop 

for the Frozen Tundra of  Lambeau Field.  

 

The good news is spring is right around the corner and we continue to stay 

lighter each day by a minute as we head toward March 20th, the “First Day of 

Spring.”  March is an exciting month with Daylight Savings Time coming into 

play on the 12th, St. Patrick’s Day on the 17th , the Creeds Ruritan Club   

Barbeque event on the 18th and the Excellence in Agriculture Banquet taking 

place March 16th at the Virginia Beach Convention Center.  This annual event      

provides the agricultural community the opportunity to come out and take 

part in the annual banquet and see your wonderful friends and neighbors.  

Look for details of the event on page 12.  Everyone affiliated with the event is 

excited and looking forward to the evening for it is a nice way to get together 

and celebrate friendship and agriculture.   

 

To all I wish a safe, healthy and wonderful winter.  Anything comes up and you 

think we can help you here in the Agriculture Department, please do not    

hesitate to give us a call.  Best to all and Happy New Year.   

1 

   

National Ag Day is March 21, 2017 and falls during National Ag Week, March 19-25, 2017. Ag Day is 

about recognizing and celebrating the contribution of agriculture in our everyday lives. The National Ag Day 

program encourages every American to understand how food and fiber products are produced, value the es-

sential role of agriculture in maintaining a strong economy and appreciate the role agriculture plays in   

providing safe, abundant, affordable products. 

http://www.vbgov.com/agriculture


 

 

Agricultural Reserve Program (ARP) 

Jenny S. McPherson I Rural Community Coordinator  

City of Virginia Beach Department of Agriculture |2449 Princess Anne Road |Municipal Center, Building 14 

VA Beach, VA l 23456 l Email: jsmcpher@vbgov.com | Office: 757-385-8637 | Fax: 757-385-5684 | Mobile: 

757-635-5824 

  

A Message from Jenny. . . 
 

In 2016, over 290 acres of agricultural land were enrolled into the Agricultural Reserve Program (ARP) repre-

senting an easement value of $2,296,532. The City received $505,845 in reimbursement funding for one of 

the new easements in 2016 from two grant awards with the Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer 

Services (VDACS). Since 2008, the City has received $1,431,388.66 from VDACS to help further our local farm-

land preservation efforts. Recently on January 4, 2017, Governor McAuliffe announced a total of $500,000 will 

be awarded to six localities this year for their Purchase of Development Rights (PDR) programs. Virginia Beach 

is one of five localities that will receive $86,950 in this grant round. The newest certified program in Warren 

County will receive $65,250. In 2016, the General Assembly appropriated a total of $1,750,000 for farmland 

preservation and Virginia Beach received its largest allocation in the program’s history of $411,890.87. 

 

The ARP is a wonderful way to make your farm work harder for you.  By enrolling your farm in ARP, you are pro-

tecting it for future generations.  The ARP has an attractive 25-year compensation plan that provides interest 

payments every six months with a principal payment at the end of the 25th year.  As a reminder, the ARP com-

pensates you for your development rights while you still own your property.  So, not only can you enjoy some 

extra income, you can also use the ARP as a planning tool for the future of your farm.  Please call our office or 

visit our website for more information. 

 

Current ARP participants should have received their December payments no later than December 15, 2016. If 

for some reason you have not received your payment or you need to make any changes to your personal pay-

ment information (mailing address or bank account information), please contact Jenny McPherson at 757-385-

8637 as soon as possible.   

 

Since 1998, I have enjoyed working with our agricultural community in Virginia Beach and collaborating with 

my coworkers on many projects.  On December 7, 2016, I started a new chapter in my career as the Rural 

Community Coordinator. I will continue to help preserve our farmland here in Virginia Beach and look forward 

to new opportunities in further promoting our important industry.  We have an exciting calendar planned for the 

Farmers Market, so I hope to see you at an event soon. We will kick-off the season on March 25th with Cele-

brate Agriculture.        

    

Best wishes to you and your family for a prosperous 2017! - Jenny 

 
January 27-28-29, 2017 
Friday and Saturday—10:00 to 7:00 
Sunday—10:00 to 4:00 
Virginia Beach Convention Center l Virginia Beach, VA 

mailto:jsmcpher@vbgov.com
http://vafgs.org/
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Family and Consumer Science Agent  

Beating Stress in 2017  
 

Stress is a part of life, but it does not have to take over our lives and keep us from enjoying the things we like 

to do.  Stress can show up at any time and can come from internal and external factors.   Internal factors could 

include our self-esteem, our emotions, and thoughts about our present and future situations.  External factors 

may include our job, marriage, family, and death of a love one.  Some stressors are classified as simply irritat-

ing while others are life event stressors that just continue to build up.  To beat stress, you first need to under-

stand stress and how your react.  

According to Virginia Cooperative Extension’s Specialist for Family and Human Development, the best way to 

beat stress is to follow these steps:  

Step 1. Look inside – Think about how you take care of yourself physically and emotionally. Do you eat well? Do 

you get exercise? Do you drink alcohol only in moderation? Do you regularly set aside quiet time for yourself to 

write, meditate, think, or pray? Do you make time for restful walks or to enjoy nature?  

Step 2. Look outside – Do you reach out to friends, family, or co-workers? Sharing common goals and conver-

sations with others takes time and effort but can be rewarding and relaxing. If you need to talk with someone 

other than friends and family members, consider a counselor.  

Step 3. Make a plan – Write down how you spend your time. Add up the “me” time and the time you spend with 

others. Is there balance? What is important to you?  

Step 4. Manage change – How do you manage change? Burying your head in the sand won’t make challenges 

or transitions go away. 

Step 5. Utilize positive coping measures – Use focus and deep breathing techniques, implement positive self-

talk, use laughter when appropriate, and stretch your joints and muscles.   

Karen Munden I Unit Coordinator l Senior Extension Agent l Family and Consumer Sciences 

VA Extension Association of Family and Consumer Sciences Immediate Past President l City of Virginia Beach Office 

2449 Princess Anne Road l Virginia Beach, VA 23456 l Phone 757-385-4769 l FAX 757-385-5684  

kmunden@vbgov.com or kmunden@vt.edu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Classes for Bank On Hampton Roads will begin in January and April.  Please visit http://www.bankonhr.org to 

learn more about the Free financial classes, Free personal financial coaching, and how you can grow your sav-

ings with a match of $150.00. The website also provides financial resource materials. 

If you are interested in becoming a Master Financial Education Volunteer contact Karen Munden at 

kmunden@vbgov.com to learn more about the training.  The next training with be held January 30th to February 

3rd from 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in Norfolk, VA.   

mailto:kmunden@vbgov.com
mailto:kmunden@vt.edu
http://www.bankonhr.org
mailto:kmunden@vbgov.com


 

 

Roy D. Flanagan I Agricultural Extension Agent 
VA Beach Extension Office |2449 Princess Anne Road |Municipal Center, Building 14 I VA Beach, VA 23456 

Email: RFlanaga@vbgov.com | Office: 757-385-4769 | Fax: 757-385-5684 | Mobile: 757-641-1434 

Agriculture Extension Agent  

 
 

Mid-Atlantic Strawberry Programs 

February 27, 28, and March 1, 2017 

Field Walk will begin at Hickory Ridge Farms and end at Brookdale Farms 

This is an opportunity to join some of our region’s strawberry experts from Virginia Tech and growers from all over.  
The program discussion takes place in the fields and comes from recent situations observed. Our experts will dis-
cuss their findings and answer questions from growers.   
 

Hickory Ridge Farms Plantings include:  Camarosa, Chandler, and Sweet Charlie.  We will see various pre-
plant herbicide, fumigant, and non-fumigant treatments, as well as biodegradable mulch film.   

 

Brookdale Farms Plantings include:  Ruby June, Camarosa, and Chandler.  We will see the effects of row 
cover management for optimization of growing degree days in the fall, and winter applications of row co-
vers to reduce desiccation and increase ripening of Chandler variety. 

Location:  2449 Princess Anne Rd., Building #14, second floor conference room 

Cost:  To Be Determined  |  Dinner Included 

Each attendee will receive an updated Plasticulture Notebook (a handbook of essential information necessary to grow a 
strawberry crop). This notebook is must-have for any strawberry grower, and is valued at $75. The specialists and growers 
presenting this program have a combined experience in excess of 30 yrs in plasticulture production. 

Virginia Beach Advanced Technology Center, 1800 College Crescent, Virginia Beach, VA 23453 

Lunch and snacks included.  Regional strawberry experts from Virginia Tech and NC State University will provide 
information on fertility programs, variety selection, fumigation alternatives, overall strawberry production consid-
erations, and a forecast for the 2017 crop.  There will be an update from the Virginia Strawberry Association, and 
attendees can visit with program sponsors. Our grower spotlight will be 5th generation farmer Danny Van Meter of 
Van Meter Family Farm (http://vanmeterfamilyfarm.com/).   
 

Virginia Beach Advanced Technology Center, 1800 College Crescent, Virginia Beach, VA 23453 

Cost:  To Be Determined  |  Lunch and snacks included.  A Virginia Tech Produce Safety Specialist and team will 
conduct this training.  The curriculum is similar to a Good Agriculture Practice course, with key requirements of the 
Produce Safety rule.  Attendees will receive a manual and certificate of completion.  You must attend the FULL day 
to receive the certificate of completion from the Association of Food and Drug Officials (AFDO). 

Strawberry Field Walk – February 27
th

, 12:30 p.m. until Dark   

Evening Program-New Grower Workshop/Back to Basics Training Feb 27
th

 5:30 to 9pm 

Strawberry School and Trade Show – February 28
th

 8am to 3:30pm 

Produce Safety Alliance Grower Training/FSMA’s Produce Safety Rule–March 1
st

 8am to 5pm 

mailto:RFlanaga@vbgov.com
http://vanmeterfamilyfarm.com/
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Agriculture Extension Agent  

 

 
 

 

Roy D. Flanagan I Agricultural Extension Agent 
VA Beach Extension Office |2449 Princess Anne Road |Municipal Center, Building 14 I VA Beach, VA 23456 

Email: RFlanaga@vbgov.com | Office: 757-385-4769 | Fax: 757-385-5684 | Mobile: 757-641-1434 

From the bottom of my heart I want to say thank you for the Outstanding Service Award that I was awarded 
Tuesday at the Strawberry Expo from the North Carolina Strawberry Association (NCSA). I don’t feel that        
anything I do individually is that special, just doing what needs to be done to hopefully benefit our little corner 
of Virginia and the strawberry industry as a whole in the region. I regret not taking the podium to say a few 
words of thanks, because I am very grateful for the award. It just caught me as such a surprise, I was just flat 
choked up and if I had tried to speak at that moment felt like I was not going to be able to handle it without  
being emotional. It sounds silly talking about being emotional, but  seriously I was just floored and could not  
gather myself. We all know that this whole system works better when we are all part of bigger team and I     
always try to keep the big picture in mind. 
 

The programs that started under Cal Schiemann to accent what NCSA has grown to be the most successful 
strawberry specific meeting on the East Coast have flourished and we all should get credit for that. Without 
the Southeast Strawberry Expo, I would not have the needed information to make the Mid Atlantic Strawberry 
School as impactful as it needs to be and without the support of out of state growers, NCSA does not have the 
interest to draw the needed talent to the Expo, etc. 
 

I guess what I am saying is, we have always been able to count on NCSA for whatever we needed and hope 
that you all feel the same way about us Virginia folk.  What we have created in the two states and beyond 
function really well together and continuing that relationship, is 100% the way to grow the support for the 
strawberry growers to continue to be successful and most importantly profitable.   
 

Write-up taken from the “Strawberry Grower North Carolina Association Newsletter,” Nov/Dec Edition.  

Roy Flanagan Receives Outstanding Service Award from NCSA 

North Carolina Strawberry Association 

(NCSA) is a non-profit association working 

to promote strawberry production and   

marketing in many ways. We are a voice 

for strawberry growers at the state and 

national level. The NCSA speaks out for 

strawberry growers on issues of common 

concern. 

Pictured from left to right:   

Mr. Roy D. Flanagan III, Ms. Gail Moody 

Milteer, VDACS and Mr. Doug Patterson,  

NCSA President 

mailto:RFlanaga@vbgov.com


 

 

Horticulture Extension Agent  

Andrea Davis I Horticulture Extension Agent 

VA Beach Extension Office |2449 Princess Anne Road |Municipal Center, Building 14 I VA Beach, VA  

23456 l Email: adavis@vbgov.com | Office: 757-385-4769 | Fax: 757-385-5684 | Mobile: 757-359-1913  

The New Year is a great opportunity to gain some new knowledge. From lectures to hands-on workshops, VCE 

offers programs on many horticultural topics.  
 

Have you ever thought about the interaction of wildlife with your landscape? Learn the benefits of creating an 

“owl-friendly” environment in and around your home garden from Dana Lusher, a permitted wildlife rehabilitator 

and wildlife educator. She’ll even have some of her feathered friends along with her for the presentation on 

January 23 from 7:00pm-8:00pm in the Auditorium at the Meyera E. Oberndorf Central Library. You can also 

get some hands-on experience creating a wildlife habitat with workshops offered at the Hampton Roads        

Agricultural Research and Extension Center on March 4.  Work with certified Master Gardeners to develop a 

plan for your landscape that supports beneficial wildlife from 9:00am-noon and then build a free mason bee 

house and learn how to attract beneficial insects and other pollinators to your garden from 1:00pm-4:00pm. 

Both of these workshops are free, but pre-registration is required at backyardwildlifehabitat2.eventbrite.com 

and insectsandpollinators2.eventbrite.com, respectively. 
 

Would you like to grow more or different edibles this year? VCE Virginia Beach Master Gardener, Doug Spencer 

will speak on “Cherries and Berries” as well as other urban fruit trees and shrubs on February 27. Improve your 

vegetable garden performance this year by attending “Vegetable Irrigation Methods” on March 27 with Joey 

Elliot, VCE Virginia Beach Master Gardener.  Both of these talks will be held from 7:00pm-8:00pm in the           

Auditorium at the Meyera E. Oberndorf Central Library. 
 

You can also get some hands-on learning experiences at our other upcoming workshops. Learn how to properly 

care for your trees and, in doing so, maintain our urban tree canopy by attending Tree Talks on February 25 at 

the Hampton Roads Agricultural Research and Extension Center on Diamond Springs Road. Also, join the      

efforts to protect our water sources and recycle rain water by making your own rain barrel. March 11 begins 

monthly rain barrel workshops offered by our Extension Master Gardener Water Stewards at the Farmers    

Market. These workshops do require pre-registration so visit http://vbmg.org/ to get signed up.  
 

The Virginia Flower and Garden Expo will also offer opportunities for you to learn more about gardening. This 

year’s show will run January 27-29 at the Virginia Beach Convention Center. There will be life-size landscapes, 

art, children’s activities, garden vendors, and speakers. Visit the VCE booth for lots of horticultural information 

and learn more about upcoming events in Virginia Beach at the VCE Master Gardener booth. This show will   

really get the creative juices flowing! We have discount coupons for the Expo at the Extension Office.  
 

As always, our Extension Master Gardener Help Desk is here to help with your horticulture questions Monday 

through Friday from 9:00am-3:00pm in Room 234 in Building 14 of the Municipal Center, by phone             

(385-8156), or email (vbmghelp@vbgov.com).  
 

If you’d like to become an Extension Master Gardener in Virginia Beach, mark your calendar for orientation  

sessions on April 25 and May 4, 2017. More information on educational events and programs can be found at 

www.vbmg.org or by calling the Virginia Cooperative Extension Office at 385-4769. 

mailto:adavis@vbgov.com
http://www.backyardwildlifehabitat2.eventbrite.com
insectsandpollinators2.eventbrite.com
http://vbmg.org/
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Virginia Beach Hosts State 4-H All Star Conference - Virginia Beach will host the Midwinters 4-H All Star     

Conference at the Double Tree by Hilton Hotel on February 4-5, 2017. This is the first time the state conference has 

been held in Virginia Beach in many years. The local 4-H All Star organizers have planned tours to the Military    

Aviation Museum and the Virginia Aquarium to show off our great City. There are many Virginia Beach 4-H All 

Stars and we welcome you to join us in welcoming All Stars from all across the state.    
   

4-H All Stars is an honor/service organization. Membership in 4-H All Stars is the highest recognition 

that a Virginia 4-H'er can achieve. Virginia 4-H All Stars is service oriented, and volunteer operated. 

The All Star's goal is to contribute to positive youth development through "service" to the 4-H       

program of which they are a part. The 4-H program becomes the springboard from which an All Star 

jumps to other areas of service to people throughout his/her lifetime. The 4-H All Star organization 

strives for a cooperative effort with the 4-H program in all areas. Contact the 4-H Office or go to 

http://ext.vt.edu/4h-youth/all-stars.html to download the registration form. 
 

4-H Junior Camp - There are still camper spaces left for the Virginia Beach 4-H Junior Camp to be held August 7-

11, 2017 at the Airfield 4-H Center. Also, we’re actively recruiting teens 14 and up to try out for Counselor and 

Counselor-in-Training positions. These applications are due January 31st and training will begin in February.  Both 

the registration form and application are available on our website at  

https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/agriculture/4-H/Pages/4-H-Camps-Conferences.aspx. 
 

Navy 4-H Clubs  - Our local Navy 4-H Clubs from Little Creek, Fort Story and Midway Manor have been very     

active sharing their programs across our communities.   
 

 The Midway Manor “Lucky Charms” 4-H Club raised funds and awareness for Operation Smile.  Operation 

Smile is a nonprofit that provides surgical care and medical treatment for children born with cleft lips, cleft palates, 

and other facial deformities.  The 4-H’ers successfully raised enough money to purchase eight “smile bags” for     

children who had recent surgeries.    

4-H Extension Agent  

Robert Cromwell 4-H Extension Agent 
VA Beach Extension Office |2449 Princess Anne Road |Municipal Center, Building 14 I VA Beach, VA 23456 

Email: rcromwel@vbgov.com | Office: 757-385-4769 | Fax: 757-385-5684 |  

http://ext.vt.edu/4h-youth/all-stars.html
https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/agriculture/4-H/Pages/4-H-Camps-Conferences.aspx
mailto:RFlanaga@vbgov.com


 

 

 The Little Creek 4-H Urban Knights and Underwater Cloverbuds held their annual Cultural Diversity Night 

and Awards Celebration in December.  4-H’ers researched 17 different countries around the world and set up displays 

that included information about the flag, where the countries were located, fun facts and how the country celebrates 

their winter holiday.  The youth also prepared foods found in their country to share as part of their presentations.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

The Fort Story Knight   

Riders 4-H Club          

constructed and grew an 

incredible garden this 

past summer at their 

Child and Youth Program 

Center. They even got to 

enjoy some of the fruits 

of their  labor!   

4-H Extension Agent  

Robert Cromwell 4-H Extension Agent 
VA Beach Extension Office |2449 Princess Anne Road |Municipal Center, Building 14 I VA Beach, VA 23456 

Email: rcromwel@vbgov.com | Office: 757-385-4769 | Fax: 757-385-5684  

mailto:RFlanaga@vbgov.com
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The 4-H Country Cured Ham Project kicked off on January 

21st with a tour of  the Smithfield Packing Plant. Participants 

then met at the VA Beach Farmers Market to learn the age-

old art of salt-curing hams. Once the hams were prepped 

they were put in the walk-in cooler to be relocated later to 

one of 3 smokehouses in the area.  
 

Pictured above clockwise:   Mr. Roy Flanagan, VA Beach AG 

Agent; Mr. Rob Cromwell, VA Beach 4-H Agent with Mr. Charles 

Petty (volunteer & participant); and Ms. Michelle Brickhouse Cox 

pictured with her father, Mr. Jimmy Brickhouse.  

 

 2017 VA Beach  
4-H Country Cured  

Ham Project 
At the VA Beach 
Farmers Market 

 

252 Hams distributed 
to project participants  



 

 

Laurel’s Recipe Bodega of seasonal recipes 



 11 

 

Laurel’s Recipe Bodega of seasonal recipes 



 

 

Why Celebrate Ag Day? 

 

ABOUT  AG  DAY 

March 21, 2017 
March 21, 2017 is National Ag Day, a time when 
producers, agricultural associations, corporations, 
universities, government agencies and countless 
others across America gather to recognize and     
celebrate the abundance provided by American    

agriculture. 
 

As the world population soars, there is even greater 
demand for the food, fiber and renewable resources 
produced in the United States. The National Ag Day 

program believes that every American should: 

 Understand how food, fiber and renewable        

resource products are produced. 

 Value the essential role of agriculture in          

maintaining a strong economy. 

 Appreciate the role agriculture plays in  provid-

ing safe, abundant and affordable products. 

 Be aware and consider career opportunities in 
the agriculture, food, fiber and renewable         

resource industries. 
 

Agriculture provides almost everything we eat, use 
and wear on a daily basis. But too few people truly 
understand this contribution.  Each year, members 
of the agricultural industry gather together to     
promote American Agriculture. This effort helps    

educate millions of consumers. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  As part of Ag Week, the Virginia Beach Excellence In  

Agriculture Committee will hold its annual “Excellence in Agriculture Banquet,” the    

largest agriculture event of the year,  on March 16th. The Committee will recognize Mr. 

James Morris, Mr. Nelson Morris and Mr. Scott Morris as the “2016 Excellence in 

Agriculture” recipients, the Virginia Beach Master Gardeners as the “2016 Friends 

of Agriculture,” and Mr. John-Henry Doucette as “Special Recipient.” This year’s 

key note speaker will be former Virginia Governor, Bob McDonnell.  RSVPs are     

currently being accepted, dinners are $35 per person. For more  information,  

please call Ms. Becky Salmons at 757-385-5775.  

 

Each American farmer feeds 
more than 144 people, a   
dramatic increase from 25 
people in the 1960s. Quite 
simply, American agriculture 
is doing more—and doing it 

better.  
 

As the world population soars, 
there is an even greater       
demand for the food and fiber 

produced in the United States. 
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Friday Nights from 7 to 10 p.m., Rain or Shine 

 

3640 Dam Neck Rd., Virginia Beach | (757) 385 -4388 | Facebook.com/VBFarmersMarket  

5     Dallas Band 

12   New City Sound 

19   Timeline 

26   The Long & Short of It  

  

2     Dallas Band 

9     New City Sound 

16   Straight from the Heart 

23   The Long & Short of It  

30   Back Porch Boogie 

7     Dallas Band 

14   New City Sound 

21   Back Porch Boogie 

28   The Long & Short of It 

 

4      Dallas Band  

11    New City Sound  

18    Timeline 

25    Otto & The Country  

     Ravens 

1     The Long & Short of It 

8     Dallas Band 

15   Double Shot  

22   Back Porch Boogie 

29   Otto & The Country  

      Ravens 

6     Dallas Band  

13   Double Shot 

20   Back Porch Boogie 

27   New City Sound 

 

7     Dallas Band 

14   Back Porch Boogie 

21   Timeline 

28   Straight from the Heart 

 

Bring a lawn chair or blanket to enjoy free, live, local music.  

http://www.Facebook.com/VBFarmersMarket


 15 

 

 

Upcoming 2017  
Agricultural Advisory Commission 

Meeting Dates:  
 

January 30, 2017 
(rescheduled from January 9th due to snow and ice conditions) 

April 10, 2017 
July 10, 2017 

October 9, 2017 
 

Unless otherwise noted, meetings are held at the Virginia Beach 
Agriculture Department, Municipal Center,  

2449 Princess Anne Road, Virginia Beach, VA 23456 
Any Questions call 385-5775 

Creeds Ruritan Barbecue  
& Craft Show 

 

March 18, 2017  
11:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

at the  

Creeds Ruritan Community Complex  
1057 Princess Anne Road, Virginia Beach, VA 23457  

Come out and enjoy another great Craft Show! 



 

 
 

 

2016 Farmers Market Sponsors 

Thank You! 
The Department of Agriculture wishes to extend a HUGE thank you to all 

of the 2016 Farmers Market Sponsors. We appreciate your support and  

participation at our Farmers Market events throughout the year.    

Best Value Remodelers Navy Federal Credit Union 

Bonney Bright Sand Company Oberweis Dairy 

Colonial Farm Credit, ACA Premier Health Chiropractors 

Mid Atlantic Bath/Bath Fitters Southern States Chesapeake 

Veterans United Home Loans Amphitheater Uncle Bob’s Self Storage 

Good Neighbor Dental VA Dare Soil & Water Conservation District 

Mr. Rogers Windows  

Happy Valentine’s Day  

from the Agriculture Department 

Check out the Farmers Market for creative gift Ideas and goodies. 
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Chesapeake and Virginia Beach are 

made up of a couple different water-

sheds, the Albemarle Sound Coastal, 

and Chesapeake Bay. The majority of 

our localities fall into the Albemarle 

Sound Watershed. You are probably 

familiar with the major tributaries of 

the Albemarle Sound Watershed: The 

Great Dismal Swamp, Back Bay, and 

the North Landing River. A tributary 

is defined as a river or stream    

flowing into a larger river or lake. 

These are some of the most beautiful 

areas in Chesapeake and Virginia 

Beach. Not only do these areas offer 

a safe haven to many different     

species of plants and animals, as 

well as offer excellent recreational 

opportunities, from boating and 

kayaking, to hunting and fishing, to 

photography and much, much more. 
 

This message brought to you by Virginia 

Dare Soil & Water Conservation District. 



 

 

 

Chiquita McDowell, County Executive Director-FSA  

Chesapeake-Virginia Beach reports: 
 

County Committee Election Results 

County committee elections are over, the ballots are counted and the re-

sults are in…   

Robert W White Jr. of Virginia Beach was elected to represent LAA 3 and 

Russell Malbone of Virginia Beach will serve as the first alternate.  
 

Elected county committee members serve a three-year term and are re-

sponsible for making decisions on FSA disaster, conservation, commodity, 

and price support programs, as well as other important federal farm pro-

gram issues.  
 

County committee members are a valuable asset because they are com-

prised of local producers who     participate in FSA programs themselves 

and have a direct connection to farmers and ranchers in the     community. 

All recently elected county committee members and alternates took office 

on January 19, 2017, and joined the existing committee.  
 

For more information about county committees and the election process, 

please contact your local FSA   Office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov.  
 

To view the full bulletin go to:  

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/17f7059  

Chesapeake/Virginia Beach  

Farm Service Agency 

310 Shea Drive 

Chesapeake, VA 23322 

Phone: 757-389-7612 

Fax: 855-551-5176 

 

County Executive Director: 

Chiquita McDowell 

 

Farm Loan Manager: 

Will Loxterkamp 

757-653-2532 

 

Program Technicians: 

LaCresha Parker 

Tia Walke 

 

County Committee: 

R.W. White Jr 

William Cartwright 

J. Chris Slabaugh 

Bernadette Vaughan 

Mario Albritton, Advisor 

 

Princess Anne District Town Hall Meeting 

Hosted by Councilmember Barbara Henley  

Every fourth Thursday at 5:00 p.m.   

Building 19, Municipal Center 

2416 Courthouse Drive, Virginia Beach, VA 23456 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/17f7059

