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I trust the holiday season was good to you and everyone is ready for what 
we all hope is a great 2019 year.  First off I would like to thank everyone 
for their best wishes, quick recovery notes and all around positive 
comments based on my early holiday present of shoulder surgery.  The 
kind of gift that keeps giving.  The medical procedure went well and not 
quite the way one wants to close out the fall season but then again why 
not for it was time.  Again thank you for your very positive support.  

The Farmers Market was very excited about kicking off the holiday season 
with the addition of the ice skating rink.  The rink kicked off the holiday 
skating season on November 17th and will operate through January 6, 
2019.  Pretty cool venue and lots of fun.  You can contact Patricia Cadwell 
at 757-619-8204 or pc@boardwalkattractions.com for information on 
group reservations and private party events.  The Farmers Market has 
always been about safe, family friendly and fun events.  This added 
something to the holiday season venue.  Our 4-H group took advantage of 
the private party option and I am sure they had a wonderful time.  

Looking ahead to March; I would like to announce the Excellence in 
Agriculture Banquet which will take place March 14, 2019 at the Virginia 
Beach Convention Center.  Please ?Save the Date? and plan to come out 
and take part in the annual Agriculture celebration banquet. The Ag 
community has been holding this banquet since 1966.  It is a great way 
for the community to come out and visit with your community neighbors 
and celebrate agriculture.  There will be more information forthcoming. 
Everyone is invited!  

I wish the best to all of you. Again, Happy 2019!  

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL!

https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/agriculture/Pages/default.aspx


Jenny McPherson, Rural Community Coordinator
Office: 757-385-8637 | Fax: 757-385-5684 | Mobile: 757-635-5824
jsmcpher@vbgov.com

WHAT'S HAPPENING IN 
OUR RURAL COMMUNITY

The Farmers Market would like to say THANK YOU to our 2018 Annual and Special Event Sponsors.  Their 
support helped make the Farmer Market;s programs possible:  Special Events, Friday Night Hoedowns, 

Produce Nights and Fun on the Farm Tours of our Rural Heritage Center.

We also want to thank the Hampton Roads Food Truck Association for providing Food Truck Rodeos throughout 
the spring, summer and fall for families to enjoy. 

Last, but not least, we thank the community for their patronage and invite you to join us throughout the year. The 
Farmers Market is opened year round, so stop by to visit and shop with our Merchants:  

Beach N'Seafood Moosewood Creek
Chapman's Flowers Princess Anne County Grill
Creekmore's Place S & H Produce
Flutterby Soaps Season's Best
Gilly's Creamery Skipper Farms
Holland Produce The Country Butcher Shop
Kempsville Florist The Garden Box
Lisa's Tinker Treasurers  

We have an exciting line-up of events for 2019, so please see our calendar included in the newsletter. 

Craf t ers and food vendors are welcom e t o all event s. 
Please visit our website at www.vbgov.com/farmersmarket for an event application or stop by the Farmers Market 
office to reserve your space today. Sponsorship opportunities are also available to promote your business at a 
single event or all year long. 

For  m ore inform at ion, please call t he Farm ers Market  Of f ice at  385-4388.  

http://jsmcpher@vbgov.com
http:// www.vbgov.com/farmersmarket 
https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/agriculture/farmers-market/Pages/default.aspx
http:// www.vbgov.com/farmersmarket 


   REMEMBERING  ELSIE CREEKMORE
   JULY 13, 1920 - NOVEMBER 14, 2018

Miss Elsie Creekmore and her family have been a 
cornerstone of the Virginia Beach Farmers Market 
since the early days on Diamond Springs Road for 
those of you that might remember. Creekmore?s 
Place has been a favorite place for folks to visit for 
the past 42 years at the Market?s current location. 
Miss Creekmore and her family have been 
advocates for agriculture by working with local 
farmers to source many of the vegetables and fruits 
they carry every day. During the summer, the trucks 
would come in with sweet corn and other fresh 
vegetables, and more recently it is greens.  

Terri Belkov from our office wanted me to share 
that she has fond memories of watching her 
mother shell butterbeans with Miss Creekmore 
many years ago. Terri also said she had never seen 
someone work like Miss Creekmore shelling beans 
and have such a beautiful manicure!  Miss 
Creekmore definitely stayed busy shelling 
butterbeans, and she would take time to share with 
visitors how the task was to be done.  I remember 
during one birthday celebration at the Market that 
we have a picture of Miss Creekmore showing 
Councilmember Shannon Kaine?s son how to shell 
butterbeans (bottom right).  It was a sweet 
snapshot of sharing a tradition.  I couldn?t image 
how many bushels of butterbeans Miss Creekmore 
and her family have shelled over the years. Some 
might call it work, but others might consider it 
therapy while you are talking to family and friends 
and waiting on customers. I couldn?t help but 
chuckle when Sharon told the story of her Mom 
shaking her head no and pushing away the 
cardboard tray of beans not too long ago and 
pointing to a bag of donuts on the shelf instead. I 
guess Miss Creekmore figured she had shelled 
enough and that it was time to take a break for a 
sweet treat.  

Over the years, we also appreciated Miss 
Creekmore and her family taking time to visit and 
share agriculture with school children when Terri 
brought them by during a Fun on the Farm tour to 
see the beautifully displayed produce. 

On behalf of our staff, we want to thank the 
family for being part of the Farmers Market 
since the beginning and thank you for 
sharing your Mom with us. We pray that God 
will give you comfort and peace during this 
time and we look forward to Creekmore's 
Place being a part of the Farmers Market for 
years to come to carry on the family 
tradition. 
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Julia Hillegass, ARP Coordinator 
Office: 757-385-8697 | Fax: 757-385-5684 | Mobile: 757-635-5824
jhillegass@vbgov.com

AGRICULTURE RESERVE 
PROGRAM (ARP)

 As Always? ..Check  Your  Paperwork  

You should have received your final 2018 interest payments no later than December 15th.  Be sure to 
check that the beneficiaries appear as you intended. Let me know if you wish to make any changes 
so that we can get everything processed prior to the next payment cycle. 

Est at e Planning Considerat ions 

We have had several questions lately regarding how ARP payments transfer to heirs. US Trust, the 
company that handles our payments, does not have a way to designate heirs through the ARP 
process. You should handle this disbursement through your will. If the payments and land ownership 
will be divided among several heirs, your executor or attorney may need to file a deed of distribution 
to describe how the assets will be divided. If you are in the midst of estate planning, and it is never 
too soon, feel free to contact us or have your attorney contact us with any questions. 

There?s no such t h ing as a si l ly quest ion? ? well, m aybe. 

The estate planning questions are certainly important things to discuss with your family. We do, from 
time to time, receive more humorous questions. I?ll try to dispel some of the myths and 
misinformation here. 

When t he 25 years are up, do int erest  paym ent s st ar t  al l  over  again? 

While that would be a very profitable situation. The answer is a resounding NO! At the end of 25 
years, participants receive a taxable payment of the principal amount of the purchase price of the 
development rights.   At that point, the financial payments end. 

How do I purchase t he developm ent  r ight s for  a piece of  proper t y already in t he program ? 

You currently cannot. There is a sunset provision which allows an owner to petition council to 
purchase back development rights, but this can only happen at the end of 25 years. We do not 
currently have any properties that would qualify to even explore this option. The determination of 
whether development rights could be purchased back and the price would be set by City Council, if 
allowed at all. Properties enrolled in ARP are considered to be in a perpetual easement. 

Can ARP funds be used t o purchase a farm ?

And finally? .. We had a group of eager young students call to inquire about using ARP funds to 
purchase a farm that was slated for development. ARP funds do not purchase property, we merely 
purchase the development rights to agricultural parcels, which are then put in a perpetual easement.

If you have any questions about the Agricultural Reserve Program or wish to discuss your options, 
please contact me at 757-385-8697 or jhillegass@vbgov.com. 

http:// jhillegass@vbgov.com
http:// jhillegass@vbgov.com
http:// jhillegass@vbgov.com
http:// jhillegass@vbgov.com
http:// jhillegass@vbgov.com
http:// jhillegass@vbgov.com
http:// jhillegass@vbgov.com
http:// jhillegass@vbgov.com


Erica Lane,  Market Supervisor
Of f ice: 757-385-4388 |  Fax: 757-368-5249   
elane@vbgov.com

As we look forward to another 
great event season, we would like 
to encourage everyone to save the 
dates of our upcoming 2019 
Farmers Market Events that have a 
craft show at each event. The 
event calendar is located here. The 
Farmers Market plans to kick off 
our 2019 Season with the 
Celebrating Agriculture Craft Show 
on Saturday, March 23, 2019 from 
10 AM ? 4 PM. 

With National AG Day being 
celebrated this year on March 
14th, we wanted to feature a type 
of agriculture often overlooked- 
Aquaculture. This type of 
agriculture focuses on the 
breeding, rearing, and harvesting 
of fish, shellfish, water plants, 
algae and a variety of organisms 
that thrive in water surroundings.  
The two main aquacultures are 
freshwater and marine life. The 
benefits of aquaculture include 
support for small business, like 
Beach N Seafood located at the 
Farmers Market., and the increase 
in production of sustainable foods 
for humans. Aquaculture's a great 
source of income in our area.  

We join in celebration with Beach 
N Seafood, a merchant at Farmers 
Market, on the newest addition to 
the shop, a live lobster tank! 
Owner, Eric Gamble shared he was 
around 30 years old when he 
tasted lobster for the first time. 
Back then he thought it tasted 
pretty good and was thrilled when 
a random customer approached 
him about adding the lobster tank 
feature. A quick conversation, and 
the deal was done. After three 
months of preparations, Mr. 
Gamble said, ?It is great to see the 
reaction of the customers with the 
new addition. The customers love 
the option of this type of product. 
The lobsters are brought in weekly 
from Maine. They make a great 
addition to the seafood shop 
where other products like oysters 
from the Eastern Shore are 
brought in twice a week along with 
local rockfish weekly. I am always 
looking to expand!?  

Having Beach N Seafood at the 
Farmers Market opens the door 
for aquaculture education to be a 
part of our growing Fun on the 
Farm Tours.  

Farm ers Market
Com e On Down -
We are open all year  !

CLICK HERE FOR THE 2019 FARMERS MARKET EVENT CALENDAR 

http://elane@vbgov.com
http://elane@vbgov.com
https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/agriculture/farmers-market/Pages/special-events.aspx
https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/agriculture/farmers-market/Pages/special-events.aspx


HAPPY NEW YEAR 
FROM ALL OF US 

AT THE 
DEPARTMENT OF 

AGRICULTURE

ICE SKATING

FOOD TRUCK RODEOS

HOEDOWNS

FUN LOBSTER FACTS

Once considered to be a poor man?s chicken. In 

colonial times it was fed to pigs and goats. 

Lobster eggs are called Roe, just like fish eggs. 

Lobsters can grow as much as four feet and weigh 
as much as 40 pounds.  

Lobster meat is a great source of protein, providing 
up to 28 grams of protein per cup and a great 
source of omega-3 fatty acids.  

A one pound lobster should be cooked for 15 
minutes.  

COME JOIN THE FUN
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AGRICULTURE AND 
NATURAL RESOURCES

Roy D. Flanagan
Extension Agent
Office: 757-385-4769 | Fax: 757-385-5684 | Mobile: 757-641-1434  
RFlanaga@vbgov.com  

 St rawber ry Field Walk  ? February 26th, 12:30 p.m. until Dark  

 Field Walk will begin at Hickory Ridge Farms and end at another farm TBD 

This is an opportunity to join some of our region?s strawberry experts from Virginia Tech, USDA?s ARS , other   
Universities, and growers from all over to learn at an on farm setting. The program discussion takes place in  
the fields and comes from recent situations observed. Our experts will discuss their findings and answer   
questions from growers.  

Hickory Ridge Farm s plantings include: Camarosa, Chandler, Camino Real, and Sweet Charlie. We will see     
various pre-plant herbicide, fumigant, and non-fumigant treatments.  

Mid-At lant ic St rawber ry Program s 

February 26 and 27, 2019  

St rawber ry School and Trade Show ? February 27th 8 :00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  

Location:  Virginia Beach Advanced Technology Center, 1800 College Crescent, Virginia Beach, VA 23453 

Lunch and snacks included.
Regional strawberry experts from Virginia Tech and NC State University will provide information will include 
variety selection, fumigation alternatives, overall strawberry production considerations, and a forecast for 
the 2019 crop. There will be an update from the Virginia Strawberry Association, and attendees can visit 
with program sponsors.  

There is no cost to attend any of the three programs, but registration is needed for meals. 

For more information or to register, please contact Roy D. Flanagan III, 757-641-1434, 
royf@vt.edu  or  Jill Wright, 757-385-4769, jwright@vbgov.com

 

Evening Program
VDACS Soil Fum igant  Training and Cer t if icat ion 

Feb 26th 5:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
                      Location: 2449 Princess Anne Rd., Building #14, second floor conference room

Each at t endee w il l  receive needed t rain ing so t hat  t hey can fum igant  t heir  own f ields w it h t heir      
Cat egory 90 pr ivat e pest icide l icense.  We w il l  end w it h an exam  t hat  w il l  yield t he required  
cer t if icat ion for  fum igat ion. 

This t rain ing is needed every 3 years, so t h is is t he t im e t o get  it  done.

http://RFlanaga@vbgov.com
http://royf@vt.edu
http://jwright@vbgov.com


AGRICULTURE AND 
NATURAL RESOURCES

Roy D. Flanagan
Extension Agent
Office: 757-385-4769 | Fax: 757-385-5684 | Mobile: 757-641-1434  
RFlanaga@vbgov.com  

Sout heast  Virgin ia Field 
Crop Conference 

 Locat ion:  Hickory Rur it an Club 

   2752 Battlefield Blvd S, 
Chesapeake, VA 23322 

 Dat e and Tim e: February 1, 2019 
8:00a.m .-3:30p.m . 

 Lunch will be served

 No cost to attend

No RSVP required 

Private Pesticide Applicator 

Recertification Available 

Ot her  Program s of  int erest  t o area farm ers

Sout heast  Virgin ia Fruit  and 
Veget able Conference 

 Locat ion: Old Dom inion Universit y
Virginia Modeling Analysis and  Simulation Center 

   1030 University Blvd., Suffolk, VA 23435 

 Dat e and Tim e: February 20, 2019 
8:30a.m .-4:00p.m . 

 Lunch will be served, no cost to attend, 

RSVP required  

This meeting will be true conference style, with general session 
in the a.m., then we will break up into crop specific tracks, so 

you can choose what crops are most important to the needs of 
your operation. 

 To RSVP -  please contact Elaine Balance, elaine@vt.edu 
or  call 757-382-6348 

Topics Include:     

Blueberry & Blackberry Production  
 Diseases and Insects of Cucurbits  

 Weed control and Varieties  
 Diseases and Insects of Tomatoes and Peppers  

Private Pesticide Applicator Recertification  
VDACS Weight s and Measures w il l  also be on sit e t o 
check  produce scales when you ar r ive at  8:30-9:30.  

http://RFlanaga@vbgov.com
http:// elaine@vt.edu
http:// elaine@vt.edu


HORTICULTURE

Andrea Davis, Horticulture Extension Agent
Office: 757-385-4769 | Fax: 757-385-5684 | Mobile: 757-359-1913  
adavis@vbgov.com 

Kick  of f  t he New Year  w it h new gardening know ledge and ideas!  

Virginia Cooperative Extension has many opportunities for you to learn through lectures, hands-on workshops, 
and tours. You can even have a speaker come to your next group event through our Speakers Bureau 
(https://www.vbmg.org/speakers-bureau.html). More information on educational events and programs can be 
found at https://www.vbmg.org/upcoming-events.html or by calling the Virginia Cooperative Extension Office at 
385-4769. 

The Virginia Flower and Garden Expo will also offer 
opportunities for you to learn more about 
gardening. This year?s show will run January 25-27 
at the Virginia Beach Convention Center. There will 
be life-size landscapes, art, children?s activities, 
garden vendors, and speakers. Visit the VCE booth 
for lots of horticultural information and learn more 
about upcoming events in Virginia Beach at the VCE 
Master Gardener booth. This show will really get 
the creative juices flowing! We have discount 
coupons for the Expo at the  Extension Office.

 If you are looking for opportunities to volunteer in the New Year, consider becoming an 
Extension Master Gardener Volunteer in Virginia Beach. Training classes are held in the 
fall, and this year they will be available in a hybrid format (online and in-person). Look for 
more information about our Orientation Sessions in May for the 2019 Fall Training 
Program.  

As always, our Extension Master Gardener Help Desk is here to help with your 
horticulture questions Monday through Friday from 9:00am-3:00pm in Room 234 in 
Building 14 of the Municipal Center, by phone (385-8156), or email 
(vbmghelp@vbgov.com).   

  

* Workshop pre-registration information at https://www.vbmg.org/upcoming-events.html 

Feb 9 - Creating a Backyard Wildlife Habitat* , 9:00am @ Hampton Roads Agricultural Research &  
Extension Center 
Feb 9 - Insect & Pollinators Workshop* , 12:30pm @ Hampton Roads Agricultural Research & Extension 
Center 

Feb 23 - Tree Talks* , 8:30am @ Hampton Roads Agricultural Research & Extension Center 
Feb 25 - Warm Season Turfgrass, 7:00pm @ Advanced Technology Center Theater 
Mar  25 - Daylilies: Dazzling & Diverse, 7:00pm @ Advanced Technology Center Theater 
Apr  6 - Daylilies: Saw, Soak, or Stump Workshop* , 9:00am @ Hampton Roads Agricultural Research &  
Extension Center 
Apr  8 - All About Crape Myrtles, 7:00pm @ Advanced Technology Center Theater  

Upcom ing VCE Educat ional Event s

http://adavis@vbgov.com 
http://adavis@vbgov.com 
https://www.vbmg.org/speakers-bureau.htm
https://www.vbmg.org/speakers-bureau.html
https://www.vbmg.org/upcoming-events.html
http://vbmghelp@vbgov.com 
https://www.vbmg.org/upcoming-events.htm


4-H NEWS

VIRGINIA BEACH 4-H JUNIOR CAMP

Sarah Farley
4-H Extension Agent  
Office: 757-385-4769 | Fax: 757-385-5684 
SFarley@vbgov.com   

BECOME A 4-H VOLUNTEER
 Do you wish to make an impact in your local community? Do you have skills and experiences you 
want to share with the next generation? 4-H may be the fit for you! Virginia Beach 4-H is looking for 
adult volunteers to be positive mentors and leaders for the next generation of young people. Visit 

our website to learn more about how you can get involved.   

We are excit ed t o announce 2019 4-H Cam p regist rat ions are now open! 

The 5 day overnight 4-H Camp will held July 29 through August 2 at the Airfield 4-H Center in Wakefield, 
VA. This popular camp is open to youth 9-13 years old and teens ages 14-19 may apply to be a 

counselor or counselor-in-training.  

Campers participate in morning camp classes and have various activities scheduled for the entire 
afternoon. Campers register for three classes for the week. Some examples of the more than 20 camp 
classes offered include leather crafts, swimming, canoeing, fun with duct tape, fun with foods, animal 
science, performing arts, archery, riflery, and programs which include team challenges, swim Olympics, 

and a talent show. Nightly campfires are the highlight of the camp week.  

The cost is $350.00 and includes a T-shirt, meals, lodging, special activities, programs and 
transportation to and from the Virginia Beach Extension office.  The cam per  regist rat ion form  and 
counselor  applicat ion  may be found on our website. 

Don?t  wait  t o regist er , as 4-H cam p f i l ls up fast ! 
Visit our calendar  to see upcoming Virginia Beach 4-H meetings and events.  

 Follow Us on 
Social Media!

 Virginia Beach 4-H

 Virginia Beach 4-H 

http://SFarley@vbgov.com  
http://SFarley@vbgov.com  
https://virginia-beach.ext.vt.edu/get-involved/4-HVolunteer.html
https://virginia-beach.ext.vt.edu/get-involved/4-HVolunteer.html
https://virginia-beach.ext.vt.edu/content/dam/virginia-beach_ext_vt_edu/files/4-h/4hcamp/2019%20Camp%20Flyer.pdf
https://virginia-beach.ext.vt.edu/content/dam/virginia-beach_ext_vt_edu/files/4-h/4hcamp/2019%20Camp%20Flyer.pdf
https://virginia-beach.ext.vt.edu/content/dam/virginia-beach_ext_vt_edu/files/4-h/4hcamp/2019%20Camp%20Flyer.pdf
https://virginia-beach.ext.vt.edu/content/dam/virginia-beach_ext_vt_edu/files/4-h/4hcamp/2019%20Camp%20Staff%20Application.pdf
https://virginia-beach.ext.vt.edu/content/dam/virginia-beach_ext_vt_edu/files/4-h/4hcamp/2019%20Camp%20Staff%20Application.pdf
https://virginia-beach.ext.vt.edu/content/dam/virginia-beach_ext_vt_edu/files/4-h/4hcamp/2019%20Camp%20Staff%20Application.pdf
http:// calendar
https://calendar.ext.vt.edu/cal/Calcium40.pl?CalendarName=virginia_beach&Op=ShowIt&Amount=Month&NavType=Absolute&Type=Block&Date=2018%2F9%2F1
https://www.facebook.com/vabeach4h/
https://www.facebook.com/vabeach4h/
https://www.facebook.com/vabeach4h/
https://www.facebook.com/vabeach4h/
https://www.twitter.com/vabeach4h/
https://www.instagram.com/vabeach4h/
https://www.instagram.com/vabeach4h/
https://www.instagram.com/vabeach4h/
https://www.facebook.com/vabeach4h/


 

      FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES
Karen Munden, Unit Coordinator, Senior Extension Agent

President , Nat ional Ext ension Associat ion of  Fam ily & Consum er  
Sciences

Off ice: 757-385-4769 |  Fax: 757-385-5684  
km unden@vbgov.com   or  km unden@vt .edu

http://kmunden@vbgov.com
http://kmunden@vt.edu


 

      FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES
Karen Munden, Unit Coordinator, Senior Extension Agent

President , Nat ional Ext ension Associat ion of  Fam ily & Consum er
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km unden@vbgov.com   or  km unden@vt .edu
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http://kmunden@vt.edu
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Bertr ille Lomax, FCS SNAP-ED Extension Agent
Off ice: 757-385-4629 |  Fax: 757-385-5684 | Cell: 804-888-0070 

blom ax@vbgov.com  or  ber t r i5@vt .edu  

      FAMILY AND NUTRITION 
               PROGRAM

Class Locat ion and Schedule

 

  

City of Virginia Beach Extension Office 

Department of Agriculture - Conference Room 217

2449 Princess Anne Road 

Virginia Beach, 23456 

  
Training Inform at ion:

Master Food Volunteer Training

When:  February 13, 18, 20, 25 & 27

March 4, 6 (Inclement weather day)

Time:  9:00 am. to 2:00 p.m.

REGISTRATION DEADLINE - JANUARY 25, 2019

Fee of $95 will cover your background check, training 
materials and supplies.

To apply or  for  m ore inform at ion cont act : 

  Elizabet h Gor im ani-Mundom a , FCS Ext ension Agent  
Virgin ia Cooperat ive Ext ension  Cit y of  Chesapeake 

(757)  382-6348 
  or  
  Ber t r i l le Lom ax , FCS SNAP-Ed Ext ension Agent  

Virgin ia Cooperat ive Ext ension, Cit y of  Virgin ia Beach  
(757) 385-4629 

   

Mast er  Food Volunt eers 

are needed!

There is som et hing for  everyone!

 Educat ional and out reach program s 
include:

Healt h Fairs

Food dem ost rat ions

Farm ers Market  displays

Grocery st ore t ours

In school and af t er  school program s

just  t o nam e a few  

or   

Creat e your  own!

http://blomax@vbgov.com


Laurel Wilcox, Senior Program Assistant 
Office: 757-385-4769 | Fax: 757-385-5684  

lwilcox@vbgov.com  

      FAMILY AND NUTRITION 
               PROGRAM

http://lwilcox@vbgov.com
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