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July 9, 2010

The Honorable William D. Sessoms, Jr., Mayor
Members of City Council

Dear Council Members:

At last Tuesday’s Council meeting, a question was raised regarding the rights of
pedestrians when crossing streets.

Attached for your review are the sections of the State Code pertaining to pedestrians.
Section 46.2-924 specifically mentions pedestrians crossing highways and vehicles
yielding the right-of-way.

If you have any questions, please let me know.

Sincerely,
L.
K. Spore
City Manager

C: Mr. Mark Stiles

Attachment



VA Laws Pertaining to Pedestrians
(from VA Code On-line)

§ 46.2-821. Vehicles before entering certain highways shall stop or yield right-ofway.

The driver of a vehicle approaching an intersection on a highway controlled by a stop sign shall,
immediately before entering such intersection, stop at a clearly marked stop line, or, in the
absence of a stop line, stop before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection, or,
in the absence of a marked crosswalk, stop at the point nearest the intersecting roadway where
the driver has a view of approaching traffic on the intersecting roadway. Before proceeding, he
shall yield the right-of£way to the driver of any vehicle approaching on such other highway from
either direction.

Where a "Yield Right-of-Way" sign is posted, the driver of a vehicle approaching or entering
such intersection shall slow down to a speed reasonable for the existing conditions, yield the
right-of-way to the driver of another vehicle approaching or entering such intersection from
another direction, and, if required for safety, shail stop at a clearly marked stop line, or, in the
absence of a stop line, stop before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the intersecting
roadway where the driver has a view of approaching traffic on the intersecting roadway, and
shall yield the right-of-way to the driver of any vehicle approaching on such other highway from
either direction.

&§ 46.2-835. Right turn on steady red light after stopping.
Notwithstanding the provisions of § 46.2-833, except where signs are placed prohibiting turns on

steady red, vehicular traffic facing a steady red signal, afier coming to a full stop, may cautiously
enter the intersection and make a right tum.

Such turning traffic shall yield the right-ofway to pedestrians lawfully within an adjacent
crosswalk and to other traffic using the iniersection.

§ 46.2-836. Left turn on steady red after stopping.

Notwithstanding the provisions of § 46.2-833, except where signs are placed prohibiiing turns on
steady red, vehicular traffic facing a steady red signal on a one-way highway, after coming to a
full stop, may cautiously enfer the intersection and make a left turn onto another one-way

highway.

Such tuming traffic shall yield the right-ofway to pedestrians lawfully within an adjacent
crosswalk and to other traffic using the intersection.

§ 46.2.904. Use of roller skates and skateboards on sidewalks and shared-use paths; operation
of bicycles, electric power-assisted bicycles, and eleciric personal assistive mobility devices on
sidewalks and crosswalks and shared-use paths; local ordinances.



The governing body of any county, city, or town may by ordinance prohibit the use of roller
skates and skateboards and/or the riding of bicycles, electric personal assistive mobility devices,
or electric power-assisted bicycles on designated sidewalks or crosswalks, including those of any
church, school, recreational facility, or any business property open to the public where such
activity is prehibited. Signs indicating such prohibition shall be conspicuously posted in general
areas where use of roller skates and skateboards, and/or bicycle, eleciric personal assistive
mobility devices or electric power-assisted bicycle riding is prohibited.

A person riding a bicycle, electric personal assistive mobility device, or an electric power-

- assisted bicycle on a sidewalk, shared-use path, or across a roadway on a crosswalk, shall yield
the right-of-way to any pedestrian and shall give an audible signal before overtaking and passing
any pedestrian.

No person shall ride a bicycle, electric personal assistive mobility device, or an electric power-
assisted bicycle on a sidewalk, or across a roadway on a crosswalk, where such use of bicycles,
electric personal assistive mobility devices, or electric power-assisted bicycles is prohibited by

official traffic contro! devices.

A person riding a bicycle, electric personal assistive mobility device, or an electric power-
assisted bicycle on a sidewalk, shared-use path, or across a roadway on a crosswalk, shail have
all the rights and duties of a pedestrian under the same circumstances.

A violation of any ordinance adopted pursuant to this section shall be punishabie by a civil
penalty of not more than $50.

§ 46.2-908.1. Electric personal assistive mobility devices and electric power-assisted bicycles.

All electric personal assistive mobility devices and electric power-assisted bicycles shalt be
equipped with spilkproof, sealed, or gel batteries. No person shall at any time or at any location
drive an electric personal assistive mobility device or an electric power-assisted bicycle faster
than twenty-five miles per hour. No person iess than fourteen years old shall drive any electric
personal assistive mobility device or electric power-assisted bicycle unless under the immediate
supervision of a person who is at least eighteen years old.

An electric personal assistive mobility device may be operated on any highway with a maximum
speed limit of twenty-five miles per hour or less. An electric personal assistive mobility device
shall only operate on any highway authorized by this section if a sidewalk is not provided along
such highway or if operation of the device on such sidewalk is prohibited pursuant to § 46.2-904.
Nothing in this section shall prohibit the operation of an electric personal assistive mobility
device in the crosswalk of any highway where the use of such crosswalk is authorized for
pedestrians, bicycles, or electric power-assisted bicycles.

§ 46.2-924. Drivers to stop for pedestrians; installation of ceriain signs; penalfy.

A. The driver of any vehicle on a highway shall yield the right-ofway to any pedestrian crossing
such highway:

1. At any clearly marked crosswalk, whether at mid-block or at the end of any block;



2. At any regular pedestrian crossing included in the prolongation of the Iateral boundary lines of
the adjacent sidewalk at the end of a block;

3. At any intersection when the driver is approaching on a highway or street where the legal
maximun speed does not exceed 35 miles per hour.

B. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection A of this section, at intersections or crosswalks
where the movement of traffic is being regulated by law-enforcement officers or traffic control
devices, the driver shall yield according to the direction of the law-enforcement officer or device.

No pedestrian shall enter or cross an intersection in disregard of approaching traffic.

The drivers of vehicles entering, crossing, or turning at intersections shall change their course,
siow down, or stop if necessary to permit pedestrians to cross such intersections safely and
expeditiously.

Pedestrians crossing highways at intersections shall at all times have the right-of way over
vehicles making turns into the highways being crossed by the pedestrians.

C. The governing body of any county baving the urban county executive form of government,
any county having the county manager plan of government, the City of Fairfax, the County of
Loudoun and any town therein, and any city with a population between 110,000 and 115,000,
may by ordinance provide for the installation and maintenance of highway signs at marked
crosswalks specifically requiring operators of motor vehicles, at the locations where such signs
are installed, to yield the right-ofway to pedestrians crossing or aftempting to cross the highway.
Any operator of a motor vehicle who fails at such locations to yield the right-ofFway to
pedestrians as required by such signs shall be guilty of a traffic infraction punishable by a fine of
no less than $100 or more than $500. The Commonwealth Transportation Board shall develop
criteria for the design, location, and installation of such signs. The provisions of this section shall
not apply to any limited access highway.

§ 46.2-925, Pedestrian controi signals.

Whenever special pedestrian control signals exhibiting the words "Walk" or "Don't Walk" are in
place such signals shall indicate as follows:

Walk. - Pedestrians facing such signal may proceed across the highway in the direction of the
signal and shall be given the right-ofway by the drivers of all vehicles.

Don't Walk. - No pedestrian shall start to cross the highway in the direction of such signal, but
any pedestrian who has partially completed his crossing on the Walk signal shall proceed to a
sidewalk or safety istand and remain there while the Don't Walk signal is showing.

§ 46.2-926. Pedestrigns stepping into highway where they cannot be seen.
No pedestrian shall step into a highway open to moving vehicular traffic at any point between

intersections where his presence would be obscured from the vision of drivers of approaching
vehicles by a vehicle or other obstruction at the curb or side. The foregoing prohibition shall not



apply to a pedestrian stepping into a highway to board a bus or to enter a safety zone, in which
event he shall cross the highway only at right angles.

§ 46.2-932. 1. Duty of driver appraack'ing blind pedestrian; effect of failure of blind person to
carry white cane or use dog guide.

The driver of a vehicle approaching a totally or partially blind pedestrian who is carrying a cane
predominantly white or metallic in color (with or without a red tip) or using a dog guide shall
take all necessary precautions to avoid injury to such blind pedestrian and dog guide, and any
driver who fails to take such precautions shall be liable in damages for any injury caused such
pedesirian and dog guide; provided that a totally or partially blind pedestrian not carrying such a
cane or using a dog guide in any of the places, accommodations or conveyances listed in § 51.5-
44, shall have all of the rights and privileges conferred by law upon other persons, and the failore
of a totally or partially blind pedestrian to carry such 2 cane or to use a dog guide in any such
places, accommodations or conveyances shall not be held to constitute nor be evidence of
contributory negligence; provided, that nothing in this section shall be construed to limit the
application of § 46.2-933 or § 46.2-934.

§ 46.2-933. When vehicles to stop for pedestrian guided by dog or carrying white, red-tipped
whiie, or metallic cane.

Whenever a totally or partially blind pedestrian crossing or attempting to cross a highway in
accordance with the provisions of § 46.2-923 is guided by a dog guide or carrying a cane which
is predominantly metallic or white in color, with or without a red tip, the driver of every vehicle
approaching the intersection or place of crossing shali bring his vehicle to a fiall stop before
arriving at such intersection or place of crossing, unless such intersection or place of crossing is
controlied by a law-enforcement officer or traffic light. Any person violating any provision of
this section shall be guiity of a Class 3 misdemeanor.



