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RED Means Stop!  Virginia Beach’s photo red light enforcement program is titled PHOTOSafe Virginia 
Beach.  Our city’s goal is to simply gain compliance with traffic signals which will significantly 
contribute to public safety in Virginia Beach.  The camera systems are a force multiplier for the 
uniformed police officer and they reduce the risks involved in the red light violation enforcement of large 
intersections. 
   
The key to the program’s success is public knowledge of the systems and the assurance that if you run a 
red light, your vehicle will be photographed and you will receive a civil penalty for the violation.  
Therefore, the locations of monitored intersections will be highly publicized as they become active.  
Information on the Virginia law governing the photo-monitoring systems to enforce traffic light signals 
can be found under the Code of Virginia section 15.2-968.1 at http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-
bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+15.2-968.1.  
 

WWWWWWWWWWWWhhhhhhhhhhhhaaaaaaaaaaaatttttttttttt            IIIIIIIIIIIIssssssssssss            TTTTTTTTTTTThhhhhhhhhhhheeeeeeeeeeee            PPPPPPPPPPPPeeeeeeeeeeeennnnnnnnnnnnaaaaaaaaaaaallllllllllllttttttttttttyyyyyyyyyyyy????????????            
 
The penalty for a photo enforced red light running violation is a $50.00 fine with no court costs associated 
with the fine.  The violation is a civil matter.  There are no DMV driver points assessed and there are no 
insurance implications.  
 
The operator of the vehicle is liable for the monetary penalty imposed from information obtained from the 
red light camera system.  The video and photographed evidence of the red light violation will be available 
for review and inspection by the registered owner or driver of the vehicle.  There is a legal presumption 
that the registered owner, lessee, or renter of the vehicle was the person who committed the violation.  
This presumption can be challenged by affidavit or testimony under oath in open court that the owner, 
lessee, or renter was not the driver at the time of the violation.  
 

HHHHHHHHHHHHoooooooooooowwwwwwwwwwww            MMMMMMMMMMMMaaaaaaaaaaaannnnnnnnnnnnyyyyyyyyyyyy            IIIIIIIIIIIInnnnnnnnnnnntttttttttttteeeeeeeeeeeerrrrrrrrrrrrsssssssssssseeeeeeeeeeeeccccccccccccttttttttttttiiiiiiiiiiiioooooooooooonnnnnnnnnnnnssssssssssss            WWWWWWWWWWWWiiiiiiiiiiiillllllllllllllllllllllll             BBBBBBBBBBBBeeeeeeeeeeee            MMMMMMMMMMMMoooooooooooonnnnnnnnnnnniiiiiiiiiiiittttttttttttoooooooooooorrrrrrrrrrrreeeeeeeeeeeedddddddddddd????????????            
 
The City of Virginia Beach is authorized to monitor a total of 43 intersections by Virginia State Code 
guidelines of 1 intersection per 10,000 residents.  The City Council has currently approved the use of 20 
cameras.  The police department and traffic engineering division are currently selecting locations.  The 
process for selecting the intersections to be monitored includes (i) the accident rate for the intersection, 
(ii) the rate of red light violations occurring at the intersection, (iii) the difficulty experienced by law 
enforcement officers in patrol cars or on foot in apprehending violators, (iv) the ability of law-
enforcement officer to apprehend violators safely within a reasonable distance from the violation, and (v) 
pedestrian safety concerns. 



HHHHHHHHHHHHoooooooooooowwwwwwwwwwww            DDDDDDDDDDDDooooooooooooeeeeeeeeeeeessssssssssss            IIIIIIIIIIIItttttttttttt            WWWWWWWWWWWWoooooooooooorrrrrrrrrrrrkkkkkkkkkkkk????????????            
    
Here is a summary of how photo enforcement works.  The PHOTOSafe program is designed to reduce 
the number of violations by automatically taking photos of the license plate of vehicles whose drivers 
violate the law.  The enforcement cameras are only active during the red cycle of the traffic light.  Only 
vehicles entering the intersection after the light has turned red are captured.  The cameras are wired to the 
traffic lights using sensors buried in the roadway surface.  Vehicles that cross the sensors after the light 
has turned red are recorded by video during the violation.  The vehicle is also photographed prior to 
entering the intersection.  A second photo is taken as a close up of the vehicle’s license place.  A third 
photo is taken showing the vehicle proceeding through the intersection.  The documentation of the event 
is evidence for the police department to issue a civil penalty to the owner of the vehicle. 
 

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            
Note:  The diagram above is a representation of the PHOTOSafe camera systems used in the City of 
Virginia Beach.  This picture illustrates a single intersection approach with three vehicles in violation of 
the traffic signal.  Each system contains multiple cameras that can capture multiple lane violations 
occurring at the same time.  The cameras are activated by the vehicle crossing the sensors after meeting 
the following conditions:  (1) the light must be red for ½ (.5) second and (2) the vehicle must cross the 
sensors at a speed recognized as being too fast to stop prior to entering the intersection.  The vehicle speed 
for triggering the system is established by traffic engineering. 
 

            

            



HHHHHHHHHHHHoooooooooooowwwwwwwwwwww            CCCCCCCCCCCCaaaaaaaaaaaannnnnnnnnnnn            IIIIIIIIIIII            LLLLLLLLLLLLeeeeeeeeeeeeaaaaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrrrrrnnnnnnnnnnnn            MMMMMMMMMMMMoooooooooooorrrrrrrrrrrreeeeeeeeeeee????????????             
            

If you have any questions about the PHOTOSafe Virginia Beach program, visit the Frequently Asked 
Questions section of this site.  If you have other questions or would like schedule a detailed PowerPoint 
presentation for your organization, contact MPO Brian Walters or Sgt Ryan Arnold at (757) 385-7235 or 
by email at bwalters@vbgov.com or rarnold@vbgov.com.   The Virginia State Traffic 15.2-968.1 titled 
Use of Photo-Monitoring Systems to Enforce Traffic Light Signals can be reviewed at 
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+15.2-968.1. 
 

MMMMMMMMMMMMoooooooooooorrrrrrrrrrrreeeeeeeeeeee            SSSSSSSSSSSSiiiiiiiiiiiitttttttttttteeeeeeeeeeeessssssssssss            oooooooooooonnnnnnnnnnnn            TTTTTTTTTTTThhhhhhhhhhhhiiiiiiiiiiiissssssssssss            TTTTTTTTTTTTooooooooooooppppppppppppiiiiiiiiiiiicccccccccccc            
            
VDOT – Virginia Department of Transportation at http://www.virginiadot.org/info/photored.asp 

U.S Department of Transportation Federal Highway Administration at http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/ 

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration at http://www.nhtsa.com/ 

National Campaign to Stop Red Light Running at http://www.stopredlightrunning.com/ 

Insurance Institute for Highway Safety at http://www.iihs.org/ 

Advocates for Highway and Auto Safety at http://www.saferoads.org/ 


