pismisseb | Cily says cases
dropped over thin evidence
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credibility, Adams said, and
threatened prosecution of her
remaining cases.
Colin Stolle, chief deputy
commonwealth’s  attorney,
“said the dismissals had noth-
ing to do with Strickland’s
credibility.
He said the Police Depart-
ment reviewed two of the cas-
es in which warrants were is-

sued and people were taken
into custody.

A supervising animal con-
trol officer determined that
the evidence on hand was not
sufficient'to continue prosecu-
tion. At the request of police,
Stolle said, he examined the
cases and made a similar as-
sessment.

“This had nothing to dowith
Rose Strickland,” Stolle said.
“Our'office would never get

involved ina personnel mat-
ter.”

Two of ‘the hearings on
Tuesday’s docket at General
District Court involved an al-
legation of animal cruelty. An-
other involved a woman facing
charges of having a danger-
ous dog and being a public nui-
sance. All were dismissed.

“It was absolutely humiliat-
ing,” Strickland said. “I have
neverseen what I sawincourt,
I'know my job and was suc-
cessful at my job. Itis ridicu-
lous that they would question
any of my work.”

Duane Bourne, (757) 222-5150,
duane.bourne@pilotonline.com

the history -

In May, the Virginia Beach
SPCA released a report about
the Police Department’s
management of the animal
control bureau, saying the '
shelter should be more-animal- -
friendly and that officers lacked
training and issued too few
summonses.

At a City Council meeting,

Rose Strickland was one of
two animal control officers
who told council members that
she had heen disheartened by
what she described as apathy:
for the animals in the shelter
and that her concerns were ™’
ignored.
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The head of the local SPCA con-
tends that several criminal cases
officer were dropped this week in
retaliation for critical statements
Council about the city’s animal

the officer had made to the City
control bureau.

By Duane Bourne

The Virginign-Pilot
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